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This book includcs frec online audio recordings for every exercise to help you practice and

master the American accent more effectively.

Scan the QR code below

Or visit:
AccurateEnglish. com/bo ok

Register on the website to access the audio recordings for all exercises in this book.
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Thc first edition of this book was published in 2009 and included physical CDs. Sincc thcn,

thousands ofstudcnts around the world have improved their accents, and the book has been

used in English as a Foreign Language classrooms worldwide. Beginning with the second

edition and continuing in this third edition, thc audio materials are provided as digital audio

files, making them easier to access and use.

This third edition introduces several new features designed to help learners dcvelop morc

natural-sounding speech and greater overall fluency. One of the most important additions is

the inclusion of common everyday idioms and expressions used by native speakers. These

expressions are often overlooked in traditional English instruction, yet using them naturally
can make speech sound more authentic and fluent.

These exercises appear throughout the book as "Fluency Boost" lessons. After practicing

a specific pronunciation topic, you apply what you have learned by practicing common

expressions that include the target sound. This approach strengthens accurate pronunciation

while helping you speak more naturally, like a native speaker, in real-life conversations.

This edition also fcatures a significantly expanded Chapter 9, "Memorizing the Exceptions."

This chapter now covers several essential topics, including differences between British and

American pronunciation of common words, commonly confused words, unusual spclling
patterns that challenge learners of English evcrywherc , and a grcatly expanded section on

homophoncs.
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Word Stressヽ ŕithin a 15entence ..............

Lengthening the Main｀ヴovvelin Stressed WOrds

VVhich Words Should:stress? ...............

Content VVords ............................

Reducing Vowels in tJnstressed VVords........

VVeak Forms .。 .............................

Reduc!ng Pronouns.........................

Strong Forms ..............................

1~hought Croups and Focus VVords............

Contrastive Stress

ChapterT: lntonation .....
Falling lntonation

Statements

Questions

Rising lntonation

Non-final lntonation .. .. .

Unfinished Thoughts .. ..
lntroductory Words. . . . .

Series of Words.

Expressing Choices. . .. " .

Wavering lntonation .. ..

Chapter 8: Sound Like a True Native Speaker

Linking Words for Smoother Speech Flow .

138

139

139

141

142

145

145

151

155

156

157

158

159

159

161

161

165

166

170

172

173

175

178

......178

.....178

.....179

.....179

.....181

......181

......182

182

.........183

.........183

........。 186

.........186

V‖

Chapter 6: Word Stress.



Rules for Linking

Linking Consonant to Vowel.

Linking Consonant to Same Consonant

Linking Two Consonants

Linkingヽ〆owelto Vowel..............

Linking｀√ovvels Within a VVord........

C:ontractions.......................

commonly ContractedヽVords........

(1:OndijOnal‐Tense and(3ontractions...

([lasual Versus Formal Speech ........

Rules and Patterns of(1:asual Speech..

Chapter 9: Memorizing the Exceptions

British Versus American Pronunciation

Commonly Confused Words

Same Spelling, Different Pronunciation

Two Correct Pronunciations"

Changing Vowels

Words with Drtipped Syllables

Words with Silent Letters

Homophones....

lndex

Aboutthe Autい o『 ...................

187

187

192

193

195

197

201

202

206

209

210

214

214

215

ヱ17

218

218

220

222

224

242

248

viii Mastering the American Accent



量nttroぽ uctio蝙
This book is designed for non-native speakers of English who want to develop a natural-
sounding American acccnt. It will help you communicate with greater clarity and confidence
in professional settings, social interactions, and everyday situations.

As you work through the exercises, you will gain a deeper understanding of how American
English is spoken and produced. With consistent practice, you can build new speaking habits
and improve the accuracy and ease ofyour speech.

Each exercise includes audio so you can listen, repeat, and practice until your speech sounds
more natural and consistent.

How Do I Access the Audio Files?

To access the audio flles that accompany this book, go to:

AccurateEnglish.com/book

Or scan the QR code below.

Which Arnerican Accent uV:薔 :This Book Teach
Me?
This book teaches the standard American accent, sometimes called General American or
Broadcaster English. It is the neutral, non-regional speech commonly heard on major news

networks and in professional settings throughout the United States.

Speakers of this accent are not associated with a particular region, and their speech is widely
understood across the country. Because of its clarity and broad acceptance, it is the most
practical acccnt for communication in the US, from the East to the Midwest to the West.

:X
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l引loMピ Shouid I Practice?

Listen to the audio material regularly. Each word and sentence is spoken clearly, followed by

time for you to rcpcat aloud. Use these pauses to practice speaking, not just listening.

Rccording yourself as you practice can be very helpful. When you listen to your own speech,

you can compare your pronunciation to thc speakers on the audio and notice areas that nccd

adjustment.

Then apply what you learn in real communication. Try using new sounds and speech patterns

in everyday conversations, when reading aloud, or when speaking at work. Consistent use

helps new pronunciation habits become more natural.

Throughout the book, you will also find study tips from the author and from students who

have successfully improved their American accent.

曇繭書③vv以ポ轡ch Shottld!了ξusl顧i饉鬱?

Consistency matters more than long study sessions. Practicing twenty to thirty minutes each

day is more effective than studying for several hours once a week.

Rcgular daily practice helps your mouth muscles dcvelop new movemcnt pattcrns, making

pronunciation easier and more natural over time.

Progress Faster with a Professional Accent
Evaluation
A professional accent cvaluation will hclp you use this book more efficiently and makc

faster progress. At Accurate English, we havc been helping professionals speak with a clear

Amcrican accent for over 25 years. Our detailed accent cvaluations are designed to identify

your specific pronunciation patterns and create a clear, focused plan for improvement.

After you submit recordings of your speech, one of our experienced accent coaches will
carefully analyze your accent. A personalized curriculum will then be created for you. It will
outline which sections of the book to focus on, the order in which to study them, and how to

use your practice time for the greatest results.

With personalized guidance, you will skip sections of the book that are not relevant to your

needs and avoid unnecessary practice. This allows you to focus on the areas that matter most

and use your practice time efflciently.

For morc information about accent evaluations, professional training, and additional lcarning

rcsources, visit AccurateEnglish.com/evaluation.

X Mastering the American Accent



My Journey
I am the founder and director of Accurate English, LLC, which I established in 1999 to help
professionals develop a clear, natural American accent and speak with confidcnce. My own
journey with accents began not with English, but with French.

While studying at UCLA as a French major, I enrolled in a French phonetics course.

Throughout the semester, our professor required us to transcribe dictations using the phonetic
alphabet. Those classes trained my ear in an entirely new way. I learned to hear subtle

differences in vowel and consonant sounds and reproduce them with precision. The course
transformed my French accent dramatically. During a trip to France, I was occasionally
mistaken for a native speaker. Achieving that level of mastery was immensely rewarding.
That cxperience showed me that with the right instruction it's possible to dramatically changc
an accent.

Later, while earning my Master's degree in Teaching English to Speakers of Other
Languages, I began teaching international students at Santa Monica College. Although
many had studied English for years, their strong accents often made it difficult for others to
understand them. I saw how frustrating and limiting this was. They hesitated to participate
in class, their personalities did not fully come through, and they often found it difficult to
form friendships with native speakers. As a result, they tended to socializc mainly with other
students from their own country.

This realization changed the direction of my career. I began teaching pronunciation classes

at Santa Monica Collegc to students from all over the world. As I watched them improve
their accents and grow in confidence, I saw firsthand how transformative this type of
training could be. I understood that pronunciation and accent clarity are not minor details;
they are central to personal and professional success. That experience led me to specialize
in American accent training and to establish Accurate English, my training center in Los
Angeles.

Since founding Accurate English, I have trained thousands of professionals across a wide
range ofindustries, including executives, physicians, engineers, attorneys, professors,

entrepreneurs, and actors pursuing careers in Hollywood. Regardless of their field, they share

one goal: clear, confident communication and the freedom to focus on their message rather
than their pronunciation.

Living in Los Angeles, I have worked with many foreign-born actors drawn here by
Hollywood. Coaching actors demands exceptional precision. Every sound must be accurate,
every rhythm intentional, and every line delivered naturally and convincingly. At times, I am
required to detect even the smallest accent shifts and the most subtle pronunciation details.

This level of scrutiny challenged me and pushed me to develop the ability to notice very
subtle pronunciation differences. Working with actors refined my skills and strengthened my
ability to analyze speech at the highest level.

XI



That same disciplinc and attention to detail now guide all of my training, whether someone

is preparing for a boardroom presentation, a university lecturc, a medical consultation, or a

performance on stage.

This book reflects decades of experience teaching the American accent. My goal is to help

you develop clcar, confident speech so your voice can be heard, understood, and valued. I
encourage you to continuc moving forward and to pursue your dreams. As Henry David

Thoreau wrotc, "Go confidently in the direction of your dreams. Live the life you have

imagined."

xil      卜4astering the Anneド ican Accent



鏃田日匡

The Vowel Sounds
Thc English alphabet has five vowels, a, e, i, o and u, but it has about 15 main vowel sounds.

For some learners this is one of the most difflcult aspects of American English to master.

Speakers of languages with fewer vowel sounds are likely to speak English using only the

same number of sounds that exist in their native language. Sometimes they do not even hear

the distinction between certain sounds in English. Consequently, non-native speakers might
pronounce "hill" and "heal" the same way. Similarly, the words sell and sale, or cup, cop, and
cap may also sound the same when spoken by a non-native speaker.

In this chapter you will learn how to accurately pronounce all of the main American English

vowel sounds. First, you will be briefly introduced to each of the vowel sounds. Then, you will
study each sound in detail. At that point, you will learn the correct lip and tongue positions

of each sound. Then you will have an opportunity to practice them in word groups and in
sentences. You will also practice the sound contrasts so that you can learn to clearly distinguish

between the different vowel sounds that may have previously sounded the same to you.

Each vowel sound also includes a "Fluency Boost" lesson with common English expressions

that contain the vowel sound. This helps you practice the vowel sound and improve your
English fluency at the same time.

Production of Vowels
We categorize vowels as front, middle or back depending on which part of the tongue is

used to produce the sound. For example, lil is a front vowel because the front part of the

tongue goes up in the front of the mouth, and lu/ is a back vowel because the back of the

tongue goes up in the back of the mouth. We also categorize vowels as high or low. In high
vowels, the tongue is pushed up higher near the roof of the mouth as lil and in low vowcls,
the tongue is flat down at the bottom of the mouth, as in lael.

Diphthongs consist of two different vowel sounds that are closely joined together and treated

as one vowel. They are represented by two phonetic symbols. To create these sounds,

move your tongue smoothly from one vowel position to another. The following vowels are

diphthongs: lell as in"take," /OU/ as in"boat," latl as in"time," laol as in"house" andlctl as

in "boy." You will now learn how to correctly pronounce each of the vowels.

Chapter One I The Vowel Sounds 7
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ノi//1/海

front vow@is

/i/nleet

/:/sit

/e1/take

/ε/get

/ae/ fat

middle vowels
/r/ bird
/a/ teacher
/s/ about
/n/ fun

back voweis

/u/too

/o/good
o/father

/Э/ savv

2 Mastering the American Accent
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隕絣丁鯰■

Theいuttin Sl③、曲総I Sounds of

AFtterican lttgi:饉鰤

徹, ‐‐√‡/ read, heat, meet, seat, seen, feet Please eat the meat and the cheese

before you leave.

2. 漁/ in,bit,this,give,sistet will,city My sister Linda will live in a big city.

懲. /③壺ノ late, gate, bait, fail, main, braid, wait Jane's face looks great for her age
of eighty-eight.

4. /8ノ let, get, end, any, fell, bread, men,
said

I went to Texas for my friend's
wedding.

5。 メ配,ノ last, apple, add, can, answer, class The handsome man lost his baggage
after his travels.

111

stop, lock, farm, want, army,
possible, got

John is positive that his car was
parked in that lot.

■ たノ
ムノ

or come, up, jump, but, does, love,
money, about

Your younger brother doesn't trust
us, does he?

議″ 1/5許 | all, fall, author, also, applaud, thought,
fought

Paula was doing laundry all day long

9.島むノ go, slow, so, those, post, moment,
drove

Oh, no don't open the window, it's
cold.

:|||||||||||1lo:17々 lrll= look, took, put, foot, full, wolf, cookie He would read the good book if
he could.

11.√覇√ cool, soup, moon, boot, tooth, move,
true

Sue knew about the food in the room

her, work, sure, first, early, were, earn,
occur

What were the first words that girl
learned?

負3./a=ノ time, nine, dry, high, style, five, China I advise you to ride a bicycle in China.

豊4.山リノ south, house, cow, found, down, town He went out of the house for about
an hour.

15,ノわェノ oil, choice, moist, enjoy, avoid, voice Let's avoid the annoying noise

Chapter One I The Vowel Sounds 3
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封圏覆翌畷

/1/AS IN“いREE丁 "

Lips:

Tongue:

6. free

7. he

8. keep

9. key

1O. leave

A thlgf belleves everybody steals.

E.W. Howe

Slightly smiling, tense, not rounded.

Tense, high and far forward near the roof of the mouth.

Common spelling patternsfor /i/

丁he Most Cioπ‖鶴on VV◎『ds urith ttte/1/Soun蠣

１

２

３

４

５

agFee

be

11. me

72.mean

13. meet

14. need

15. please

16. read

17- see

18. seem

19. she

20. sleep

21. speak

22. three

23. tree

24. we

25. week

０
・
‐ｅ
　

・
ｔ

　

封

ｅ
　
　
ａ
　
　
Ｘ

ｄ

　

ｅ

　

彙

deep sea

beans and cheese

severe heat

breathe deep

three meals

grecn leaves

extremely easy

sweet dreams

peaches and cream

speak Chinese

``CC'' meet, feel, sce, free

“cが ' team, reach, mean, sea

"ie" and "ei" belief, piece, neither, receive

final "e" me, we, she, hc

"e"* consonant * "e" these, Chincsc, Peter

final "y" city, duty, country, ability

endings with "ique" unique, boutique, critique

4 Mastering the Ameriean Accent
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Sentences for Practice
1. 
‐
The employees agreed tO rneet at eightfifteen.

2. [)on't keep the~「 v nearthe heater.

3.  lt's extrernely easy tO cheat when the teacherisn't here.

4. Please speak to Peter abOut the errlp10yee rneeting.

5。  Steve vvill reread the ernall befOre he leaves.

感。 She was feeling s:eepy after eating the big rneal.

フ. ~「 hese three people speak chinese.

8. VVe love the green fields and the beach breezes.

9, Marie betieves she vv‖ l see Peterthis weekend.

■0。 |ヽ A′illleaVe the East Coastin three weeks.

Fluency Boost
C③蟹Υ亀輔 ◎爾 匿xり「 OSStc潟 3vピ :th the/‡ /Sの 競爾嬢

Practicc thc/i/vowcl sound as you say cach cxprcssiOn,and try to

lcarn thcsc idiorns to build■ ucncy.

ti/ tit
1. the real deal

meaning: something or someone genuine or true; a person or thing who is genuinely
superior or impressive in some regard

``‖ e's the real deal as a boxer、
ル

tit
2. to beat around the bush

meaning: to avoid saying something directly

"Stop beating around the bush and tell me what happened."

5

||||||||||(1111101dio l.8 111111111
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tit
3. a piece of cake

meaning: very easy

``『̈
・
he test was a plece of cake."

lil
4. to have a green thumb

meaning: to be good at gardening and growing plants

.With her green thumb, the garden looks arnaeing."

/i/

5. to get cold feet

meaning:to be nervous or hesitant about sornething you planned to do

“卜《e's getttnS C◎ :d feet abottt geき轟ng群
.輸
aF『:ed."

til
6. to make ends meet

meaning: to have enough money to cover expenses

犠t's hard to make ends rneet with a sttall salary"

til
7. to break even

meaning: to neither make a profit nor a loss

"The business finally broke even this year."

6 Mastering the American Accent



繭/AS〕巫“割W"

Tongue:

ln the middle of a dfficulty lies opportunlty.

Albert Einstein

Slightly parted, relaxed.

Relaxed, high, but not as high as for the /i/ sound. Sides of the tongue touch
upper back teeth.

Common spelling patternstor lil
"i" (most common) sit, give, this, dinner

"ui" build, quit, quick, guilty

"y" between two consonants system, gym, symbol, hymn

exceptions:

been in American English "been" is pronounced the same as "bin," but in British English
"been" sounds like "bean."

women sounds like "wimin" (the "o" is an /I/ sound)

Lips:

7Chapter 0ne I The Vowel Sounds

哺)audio lll,



判lwm朧
丁he Most CorTIFnOn｀ は

'OrdS VVith the/1/SOttnd

隻. big

2. bit

3. did

4. give

5. him

Word Pairs

big city

innocent victim

drink milk

children's film

simple living

flsh and chips

trip to Italy

spring picnic

this thing

winter wind

6. his

ス hit

8. if

9 in

10。 into

11.is

12.it

13.little

14.live

15.rγ liss

豊6。 since

■■ sit

18。 st‖ |

19.think

20.this

21.until

22.which

23.will

24.win

25.with

Sentences for Practice
1. Ki「 l will visit her big sister Linda in Virginia.

2. in the beginning it、 A′as difficuit for Jirn to quit drinking

3. 丁he Snliths invited hirn to an inforrnat dinner.

4. This city has an interesting history.

5. vVhen did Bil:(1)linton visit the Middle East?

||,aⅢ 1lo:三]世[1三1三 :

audi。‐:1■‐2111111‐ ||‐

‐|‐‐‐|‐「
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薇ポ腫笏呂

Fluency Boost
c。獅

.:艦

Υ檜 詭 巨xpressttns with tme/暑 /s翁 鐵識醸

Practicc thc/1/vowcl sound as you say cach exprcssiOn,and try to

lcarn thcsc idiorns to build iaucncy.

′1/     A/
1. through thick and thin

ntttaning:to stay loyal and suppOrtive in g00d tirnes and bad

“Sね e supported me thrOttgh thick and thi動 。"

/1/    /1/

2. hit and miss

meaning:inconsistent;sOrnetirnes successful,sornetirnes not

``Tれ e service at this restattrant is hit a陰 硼薄撥iss.海

た//1/A/

3. to hit it big

meaning:to achieve great success orfarne

“軍hey really hitit big with their nevv business."

ltl ltl
4. to chip in

meaning: to help or contribute, often with money or effort

“匿veryone c抽 lpped in tlo buy her a birthday ttift.''

た/    /1/

5. to sink orswirn

meaning:to fall or succeed entirely On yOtir O、へ′n

"W["]er"] I started the job, it was sink or swim."

ん//1/

6. to ntin

meaning:to belong orfeel comfortable in a group

``園 e tFied hard t◎ 幾titt with the ⑬ther students.1'

Chapter One I The Vowel Sounds 9



/1/ h/ 
7. to fit the bill 

meaning: to be suitable or exactly what is needed 

"This candidate fits the bill perfectly." 

一Quick Review 
Vowel Contrasts for /i/ and /1/ 

Make sure that you don't pronounce these words the same. 

/i/ /1/ /i/ /1/ 

leave live beat bit 

feel fill steal still 

least list each itch 

he's his seek sick 

sleep slip feet fit 

cheap chip sheep ship 

一Word Combinations for /i/ and /1/ 
Make sure that the two words arc pronounced with different vowel sounds. 

still sl廷PY big dfil!l 

vcrx interesting th~se things 

f巽lingill Middle駐st

it's旦SX little m副

is h~? gr廷 npill 

10 Mastering the American Accent 



ノ鋼ノAS‡貶
感ぎTAK狂 "

Lips:

Tongue:

Tgke timefor all things: great hgste mgkes great wqste.

Benjamin Franklin

Not rounded, relaxed.

Tense, moves from the mid-high to high position.

C◎ :磯 rllon spell雉懲Pattctts鶴『/e1/

“a''十 cOnsOnant+``e''  latc,calmЮ ,takc,save

“ai''               rain,wait,pain,ailn

“ay''            say,away,play,Ⅳ 〔onday

“cy''             thctt Survey,obcy

“cigh''            wcigh,cight,ncighboち ficight

Jιss cο″2′
“
θ
“
=

“ゴ'              April,alien,angcl

The Most Common Words with the lei Sound
1. age

／

　

ｋ

　̈

　

０

　

　

‐

為

ａ

印

ｌｅ

賢

ｅ

旧

ＩＳ

ａＶ
　
ｂｒ
　
∽
　
“

２

３

４

５

6. change

7. day

8. face

9. gave

10. great

蓑1.late

12.rTlake

13.may

後4.narYle

15。 pay

16. place

L7. play

18. same

19. say

2O. state

21.stay

22.take

23.they

24.wait

25.ヽA′ay

Word Pairs
the same day

stay away

escape from jail

take a break

stay the same

explain the situation

play baseball

eighty eight

bake a cake

save the whales

く)audi0

Chapter One l The VOWeiSOunds 11
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回囃鱚尚渕

SentenCeS fOF PraCl日 C畿

1. She corγ、plained about her vveight but ate the cake attyway.

2. Jake hates、Ⅳaiting for trains and planes.

3. lt rains and ha‖ sin April and May.

4. I will stay in the game even though it's late.

5. lИ y nelghborfrom Spain rnoved aヽ Aray tOday.

声暮順ettc夢 肋穆⑩隋燒心

(Glornrnon Expresslons with tb鬱

/ei/Sottnd

Practice the leil vowcl sound as you say cach expression, and try
to lcarn these idioms to build fluency.

/ci/   んi/
■. tO Fnake Or break

rneaning:sOrnething thatぃ バ:llead to success orfa‖ ure

`「「 hiS 10b:nteFVieW COuld F魂 轟ke Or break hiS Caree負 ''

たi/   たi/
2. no paln,no gain

meaning:you rnust work hard to achieve sorTlething

たi/           た1/
3. to rain on someone's parade

爾leaning:tO ruin sorneone's happiness or plans

`′She rained on his parade by telling hirn the bad pevvs.''

た1/ たi/
4. to make waves

rneaning:tO cause trOub10 0r ttttract attentiOn by doing sornething difFerent

"膏`垂

垂i二

12   Mastering the American Accent
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“VVby do you always rllake waves at rnee輔 籟gs?"

たi/  たi/
5. to take the bait

rneaning:to be tricked OrtO fa!i fOr sOnlething

〔̀
踊 e teased hoL繊籟d stte took the bait."

た1/ た:/
6. to play it saf@

rneaning:to avoid risk and be careful

“担et's play it safe and bFing extra fOOd."

/ci/         たi/
7.  7.to be on the sarne page

meaning:to think in a similar vvay;tO agree

`鶴 '『漁glad we're al1 0n the sarttle page ab◎ 鰻t this decision."

/ε/ASIN“GET"

Lips:

Tongue:

``C''

“cが '

ιχC`7'′ Jθ″s:

Common Spelling Pattern s for /e/

Farther apart than for lerl and relaxed.

Relaxed. mid high position.

get, end, next, general

heavy, head, read, measure

said, says, again, against, any, many

E_very gxit is an entry somewhgre.

Tom Stoppard

藝 :看1壷::|:,11
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rゝarning:Commlon Mistakё !

Th91verll“ say"iS pronountё d with tぃ
||||||1/IS,IⅢ1lⅢⅢⅢe plSt

tense‐ぅ.nd in the present tense、″hellitlllllis f。 |10wё dllllbサ an'11".
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1鳳 le l sa夕
1/1島
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The Most Common Words with the /e/ Sound
1. bed

2. better

3. best

4. check

5。  end

判鰺下ドビ

VVord Palrs

prcsidcntial clcction

bcnd yourlcgs

plcnty of cncrgy

rcnlcnlbcr thc plcdgc

bettcr fricnd

heavy metal

get better

elegant dress

next Wednesday

well read

6" friend

7. get

8. head

9. help

10. left

11. less

12. let

13. men

14. next

15. red

16. said

17. set

18. step

19. tell

20. them

21. then

22.well

23. went

24. when

25. yes

Sentences for Practice
隻。 VVithout sorne extra effort you will never excel.

2. Jenny and herfriend had eggs for breakfast.

3. l expect this session to end atten、

4. (Dn the seventh of February the weather WaS Wet.

5。  l see my bestfriend Fred every seven days.

14   
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F量骰籟nc辟 靡鸞ost

Conlrrlon Expressions with the/竃 /
´い     |

bouna

Practice the lel vowel sound as you say each expression, and try to
learn these idioms to build fluency.

た/       た/
1. to get yourfeet wet

lΥleaning:to start trying sOrrlething new in a sirTlple way in OrdertO becorne rvlore

familiar with it

“l'|l get『穐y feet Wet by V③ l嬢鍵teering iFSt."

た/

2. to be pulling sOrneOne's ieg

Fneaning:tO teaSe OriOke With SOrneOne.

“l don't believe you.ithink you're p曝 |ling nny le3・ "

bl
3. to bend over backwards

meaning: to make a big effort to help someone

´
丁hey bend OVer baCkヽ ♂`ardS tO help ξ発eir CuStO「 総eFS

た/ た/
4. dead end iOb

識leaning:ajob with nO chance Of prOmOtiOn;no opportunity for advancerFlent

l don't wantto be stuck:n a dead endj③ b."

た/       ′′3/
5. bet」teriate than never

rneaning:it's bettertO dO sOrllething late than not at a‖

``lt'S betteFlate than neVer t⑬  apO10giZe"

Chapter One I The Vowel Sounds 15
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《釉嶺ick R薇隧ie、Af
Vowel Contrasts for /e/ and lei
江ゝakc surc that you don't pronouncc thesc words thc sarnc.

た/   た1/       たノ   た1/

pcn   pain         tcll    tail

scll   salc         Ed    aid

vyct    wait           tcst    tastc

wcst   wastc         lnen   lnaln

Word Connb:籟 attons fo鮮 ノε/andノe1/

R4ake surc that thc two words arc pronounccd with difflё rcnt vowcl soundS.

less raln        wct d`堅

tastc tcst            nlaln incn

nOck paln            grcat drQss

tll aw聟l        hQadaChC

||:奎彗曖賽IⅢ
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頸燒ぽ辟■

/ae/ASIN“FA7'

Lips:

Tongue:

He who laughs lqst lauqhs best.

American proverb

Open, not rounded.

Lowest of all the front vowels. Flat on the floor of the mouth.

“が'

Common Spelling Pattern for /a/
hat, apple, man, answer

The Most Common Words with the /a/ Sound
1. act

2" add

3. apple

4. ask

5. back

bad example

national anthem

back at the ranch

accurate answer

bad habit

6. bad

7. black

8. can

9. chance

1O. class

11.fact

12.farn‖ y

13.fast

14.had

15。 half

16. hand

17. last

18. man

19. past

20. plan

27. ran

22. sat

23. staff

24. stand

25. tnat

靱財財目は

Word“alrs
practical plan

annual gathering

last chance

handsome actor

angry man

Chapter One l The VOWeiSOundS 17
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炒国畷ME
Sentences for Prac'日 ce

1. 
‐
「 his is yourlast chance to glve rne an accurate answen

2. Sa腎l sat atthe back ofthe rnath class.

3. [)anny had a salad andl a sandwich in the cafeteria.

4. ]ヾancy has a bad attitude in her Spanish class.

5。  Kathy would rather study acting at the natlonal acaderny.

Fl轟e濾躊γ 幣麒輪轟筐

{Ci③Πlrnott Expressions with the

/:掟/Sound
Practice the lrel vowel sound as you say each expression, and

try to lcarn these idioms to build fluency.

/機/    /悌/ /a/
1. have the lastiaugh

meaningi t◎ be successful after others doubted you

``‖ e ttad the:est:augh after winni漁 g the cor首桑petttlon."

lx.l lwl
2. to get back on track

meaning: to return to the correct path or progress

“|'町l inally ttack on t『 轟饉k with rtty studies."

./′κ/

3. atthe dro p of a hat

rneaning:tO dO sOnlething lrnmediately,without hesitation

"l'm ready to travel at the drop of a hat"

ノ麓ノ  /80/

4. a bad apple

rneaning:a bad person who negatively influences others

18   :Vlastering the Arnerican Accent
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``番3e ca『ef賑 l of the bad apple in thc group."

/ぉ/            `/∝ /
5. to stab sorneonein the back

meaning:to betray sorneone who trusts yOu

“A g00d friend VVili neVeF Stab yOu in the baCk."

Quick Review
Vowel Contrasts for /e/ and /ae/
江ゝakc surc that you don't pronoullcc these wOrds thc salη c.

た/   /ae/            /8/      /ae/

1ncn   inan                gucss        gas

said   sad                  slcpt          slappcd

end   and                 head         had

then   than                 cxpensive     cxpansive

I@
Word Combinations for /e/ and /ae/
Make sure that the two words are pronounced with different vowel sounds.

s4d endings tsn pllons

less land last gxit

angry men bad frisnd

/o/AS IN“FATHER"

Lips:

Tongue

Apart, as if you are yawning. Not rounded.

Relaxed, flat at the floor of the mouth.

Chapter One I The Vowel Sounds

Never go to a dgctor whose qlfice plants have died.

Erma Bombeck

('audio l.33
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ぴ

　

ゴ

Common Spelling Patterns for /s/
hot, stop, modern, job

father, watch, dark, want

The Most Common Words with the /o/ Sound

7. body

2. bottom

3. box

4. clock

5. college

Word Pairs

common problem

body shop

occupy thc office

office politics

from top to bottom

11.C◎d

12.hot

10,honest

14・ iOb

食5。 lot

16.mom

lZ not

18.office

19.ofte資

2◎。problem

21. respond

22. rock

23. shop

24. stop

25. top

cornmon６
。

ア

＆

９

doctor

dOliaF

drop

豊0。 father

logical response

hot topic

modern hospital

non stop

sloppy job

⑮畿勲tenccs for PF賤鐘luce

■. ROnald iS COnfidentthat he gOt the iObx

2. Scott goes to a lot ofrock concerts.

3. The doctor operated in the rnodern hospital.

4. Bob w‖ :probably lock the ofice.

5。  He's got alot of do‖ ars in his pocket.

■)laudi0 1.36
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訃絋闇鶯職c珈 ●ooは心

Conlrnon Expressions vげ i鼈鶉the/o/
Sound

Practice the lal vowel sound as you say each expression, and try
to learn these idioms to build fluency.

tut
1. to drop the ball

meaning: to make a mistake; to miss an opportunity

``｀デ⑮u really drOpped the bal1 0n that撥『◎ieCt。 ''

lsl
2. to rock the boat

meaning: to upset a calm situation or to cause trouble

“13e cttrefむ i not to rock the boatin the rTleettngr'

/al
3. on the dot

meaning: exactly on time

“The rneeが ng vvil:start at 9:③ ◎a窪l on the dOt,"

1a/
4. to pop the question

meaning: to propose marriage

`等¶e's planning to pop the qucsti01l tO his girifF:end,"

lal
5. to hit the spot

meaning: to be exactly what is needed or to be satisfying

“A CO:d dFink aftier Funning hitS the SPOt,"

/α/

6. to callthe shots

meaning:be in cOntrO1 0r rnake the decisiOns

“Who,colls the s為 ◎竃s itt this departrrlent?"

Chapter One I The Vowel Sounds 21
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蒻蒻晰蒻蟷

隋魃蜻絣蜻鯰膵靱下

Vowel Contrasts for /ae/ and tot

Make sure that you don't pronounce these words the same.

lael lal lael lal

hat hot cap cop

lack lock add odd

sack sock rack rock

sang song tap top

輻蝠闇順鷹

Word ColTibina●ons for/ae/and/o/

R4akc surc thatthc two words are pronounccd with diffじ rcnt vowcl sounds.

hQt p聾       胆 t back

man'sjOb      bュ dぬg

top anSlⅣ Cr         baCk pOCkCt

During my drive to and from work, I always listen to audio books.

The speaker's voice is usually very clear and not sloppy like the

speech I sometimes I hear on the street. I listen closely to the

accent of the speaker and try to imitate it. I play back certain

parts over and over again. The more I do this the better my

accent gets.

Katarina Petrovic, Croatia

聖塾

22 Mastering the American Accent
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/3/AS IN“ABO)U丁"and /A/AS IN“FUN"*
Z2ソθα〃,′′熔′ュ.力″ グθ"κ

gわ 42陥a
Willianl Shakcspcarc

Lips:   Complctcly rclaxcd,slightけ partcd.

■longue:  Rclaxed,Ⅱ liddlc pOsitiOn.

COrrlinOn SpeHing PatternS fOr/A/

“u''         but,fun,sunllncL drunk

“o''           lovc,donc,connc,son

“ou''         cousin,country,cnOugh

*Thc IPA(htcrnational Phonctic Aい habco Wmbdね r thc strcsscd vOwclis A/and brthc
unStrCSScd vowcls it is/o′ Thcy arc basicalし thc samc sound.For furthcr study Ofthis rcduccd,

neutral sound,rctrto Chaptcr F市 c,which dcals with syllable strcss and rcduccd vowcls.

口瑾屁嘴麒踵吻蒻

Theい吻⑬St CO爾櫂冒ηOn WOrdS With thQ/A/● Ound

7. brother

2. but

3. come

4. country

5. cut

Word Pairs

young son

fun in the sun

wonderful mother

number one

enough money

る。 does

7. done

8. enough

9・  iuSt

10.love

11. money

12. mother

13. much

14. must

35. number

16. once

t7" run

18. some

19. study

2O. such

21.sun

22.under

23.up

24.us

25.young

Jump up

another subject

under the rug

undercover

Sunday brunch

1.45

Chapter One I The Vowel Sounds 23
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Sentences for Practice

1. Your younger brother doesn't trust us.

2. VVhat country does he corne frorn?

3. I had anotherfun surnrnerin London,

4. l don't have rnuch stuttin the trunk of rny truck

5. :love the sunny surnrner rnonths.

F麟骰鬱鐙隋靱 鰈蜻錮mt

CommO鑽 巨XpreSSiOnS With the/A/
′0     1
bouna

Practice the /,r/vowel sound as you say each expression, and try to
learn these idioms to build fluency.

la/

!. in a nutshell
meaning: to summarize something in a few words; to give only the main point

“IR tt nutshell,the rneeting、薄ent、″ell."

/A/  /A/
2. 10 iunlp the gun

meaning:to do sornething too soon or before the propertirne

"He jumped the gun and announced the news too soon."

ハ/        み/
3. don'tiudge a book byits cover

meaning:dOn'tforiγl an opinion based on appearance

`:卜le l③ oRs崚 陰friendly,bttt ttOn'tiudge a b00k by ltS C◎ Ven''

24     Mastering the Arnerican Accent
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ハ/ /A/  ム/
4。  what's doneis done

meaningithe past cannOt be changed,sO there's no point:n worrying aboutit

"We made a mistake, but what's done is done

み/   み/
5。  when push cornes to shove

nleaning:when a situatiOn becOrnes seriOus and action must be taken

"When push comes to shove, you cftn always count on her to help."

/A/ ハ/
6. to corne undone

購磯eaning:to fall apart emotiona‖ y or physica‖ y;to lose contro:or stability

"l hope she doesn't come undone when she hears the bad news

み/   ム/
ア. ooverto cover

nleaning:to read or examine sOrnething cOrnpletely,from be9inning to end

"l read the novel cover to cover""

Quick Review
Vowel Contrasts for /a/ and /x/
4ヽakc surc that you don't pronounce thcsc words the san■ c.

た/   A/          ん/   た/

Don   donc                10ck   luck

shot   shut                nOn    nun

fond   fund                rObbcr rubbcr

got    gut                 doll    dull

{r) audio 1
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Word Combinations for /s/ and /x/
Make sure that the two words are pronounced with different vowel sounds.

cqme on fun jab

gqt lucky stqp rqnning

nqt enqugh jump on

cqst mqch gunshqt

/Э/AS IN“SAW''
Courage is thefirst of human qualities because it is the quality which

guqrantees all the others."
Winston Churchill

Apart, very slightly rounded, oval shape.

Slightly tense, down near the floor of mouth.

saw, law, awful, awesome

author, August, applaud, audition

small, walk, tall, always

bought, thought, fought

daughter, caught

gone, off, long

Lips:

Tongue:

Common Spelling Patterns for the /r/ Sound

"awt'

t tart'

"d) + "1"

"ought"

"aught"

'(ot'

26 Mastering the American Accent
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The Most Common Words with the lil Sound
1. all

2. almost

3. also

4. always

5. August

Word Pairs

pause in the hall

awful thought

water the lawn

talk until dawn

autumn in Austria

6. auto

■ awful

8. bali

9.  bought

■0.brought

11.ca‖

12.draw

■3.fa‖

14.fault

15.laヽ A′

16. long

17. pause

18. saw

19. small

20. tatr

21.ta‖

22.thought

23。 walk

24.wa‖

25.vvater

walk the dog

small talk

already exhausted

tall wall

caught the ball

Sentences for Practice
1. ~「he audience applauded even thOugh tね e talk was awful.

2. 卜lis srnall daughter thought that Santa claus wOuld cOrne in August.

3. i saw your mother― in― law ln the ma‖ .

4. He bought an autorr10bile atthe auctiOn iast fa‖ .

5. 丁h:s sauce is awesorne,Paulal

三」力li=d11611152

|||||||||‖悩||‖ |‖1憎樹|||||こ 111111言 1言 ||li
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洒炒国国題■

贔眩uem薇ヴ B⑤瘍鯰贔

(CionlI■on ExpressionsいXth the/Э /
″  `    1
bouno

Practicc the lcl vowel sound as you say each expression, and try to
learn these idioms to build fluency.

ht
1. to be on the ball

meaning: to be alert, capable or efficient

`・
『 賂e new rnanageris really on the b機 ||."

lcl
2. to have second thoughts

meaning: to reconsider or doubt a decision

“|'rln having second thOttghtS abOttt cui韻 ゴng rlly iOb."

h/
3. a tall order

meaning: a difficult task or request

“F:臓 ish:ng it in jttst one day:s a tali orden"

ltl
4- at allcosts

meaning: to do something no matter what it takes

“She、ぼ8籟 ts to win at all costs.1'

lcl
5. to draw the line

meaning: to set a limit or boundary on what is acceptable

``:VYOrk haFd,butl draυ V the line aを もVOrking On'い reekettdS."

ht
6- the last straw

meaning: the final problem that makes someone give up

“That rttde coF漁 FγlctttヽりaS the laSt StFaW fOr rny patienCe."
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Vowel Contrasts for lnl and /t/
L〔akc surc that you don't pronouncc thcsc、 vOrds thc sarnc.

/A/   /0/       ム/   /0/

cut    caught      but    bought

hull    hall         sung   sollg

do■c   dalwn        cuff   cough

dug   dog          flood  ialwed

WOrd COnnbina'日 10nS fOr/A/and/Э /

4ゝakc surc thatthc two、 ″ords arc pronOunccd with diffcrcnt vOwel sOunds

anothcr dtt     bough lunch

long inonth         cOff3c cup

n■uch talk            slnall club

||||:覇蓑蓑1績i311111■ :`|
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/oo/AS IN“ BOA丁"

Lips:

Tongue:

Very rounded and tense.

A bit tense, moves from mid to high position

Ngbird soars too high if he soars wilh his gwn wings.

William Blakc

Common Spelling Patterns for /ou/
"ot"

,rol,

ttow"

"ough"

no, don't, home, only

road, coat, boat

own, slow, window

though, although

6. hold

7. home

8. hope

9. know

10. low

The Most Common Words with the /ou/ Sound
1. both

2. ciose

3. drove

4. 90

5. grow

11. most

12. no

13. note

14. old

15. only

16.open

17 0VeF

■8.own

19. phone

20.road

2■.show

22.so

23.those

24.told

25。 whole
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Word Pairs

phone home

own a home

almost over

open road

drove slowly

don't smoke

low profile

slow motion

old poem

golden bowl

Sentences for Practice
1.. We both hope it's going to snow.

2. Oh no, don't open the window! lt's cold.

3. Do you want to go bowling or roller skating?

4. I chose a bowl of soup, potatoes, roast beef and a soda

5. I don't know if Joan smokes.

Fluency Boost
Common Expressions with the
/ou/ Sound

Practice the loul vowel sound as you say each cxpression, and try
to learn these idioms to build flucncy.

loal
1. to hit the road

meaning: to leave or start a journey

|||||11り ||||laⅢ dl111111:601111

“註et's hit thc群 ◎農d afl:er break∫ 議st。 ''
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わo/     わリノ
2. to blow one's own horn

meaning:tO bra9 0r boast about your achievernents

``滲◎嬢't blo跳♂your owvn horn.Let others praise yo犠 .''

/0。/    ノ00/
3. to knovvthe Fopes

meaning:tO knOw hOw sOrnething is doneito know the details of aiob

r::囃
e'S eXpeFienCed and knOWS alithe rOpeS.''

lou!
4. to be on a roll

meaning: to be having continuous success; to have a series of successes

"The team is on a roll after winning five games."

〆◎轡/      /00/
5。  to 00 With the flow

meaningitO acceptthings as they happen;to adapt

“可
・
ry tO go Ⅵバth the偶◎Ⅵ√and eniOy thC tr:p."

わげ/6o/
機。 to 90 0Verbo議『d

nleaningitO do too rnuch;to do sornething excessively

``She went ov鬱 爵boartt decorattng thc roo爾 L''

32 Mastering the American Accent



凩tuictt Revi彎、ぬ仄

Sound Contrasts for /s, tl and /oo/
Make sure that you don't pronounce these words the same.

la, cl

bought

law

clause

odd

want

Lips:

Tongue:

lou/

boat

low

close

owed

won't

la, cl

caught

walk

not

got

non

loul

coat

woke

note

goat

known

Word Combinations for /a, il and /ou/
Make sure that the two words are pronounced with different vowel sounds.

old law qdd bAAt

nqt hqme w4lk slqwly

thqse dqgs qnly daughter

熾躊盪副■

/び/ASIN“G00B"
Without words, without writing and without books there would be no history, there

could be no concept of humanity.

Hermann Hesse

Very slightly rounded.

Relaxed, back is raised, higher than for /ou/.
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Common Spelling Patterns for /u/

The Most Common Words with the /u/ Sound

`bo"

``l■ ''

``ould''

αεりあ
“
=

1. book

2. brook

3. bull

4. childhood

5. cook

6. cookie

7. could

Word Pairs

good, look, childhood, understood

push, full, pull, sugar

would, could, should

woman sounds like "wumun"

8. foot

a fじ ll

10.900d

ll.hook

12.look

13.neighborhood

14.pull

15. push

16. put

17. shook

18. should

19. stood

20. took

21. understood

22.wolf

23.wood

24.wool

25。 would

good book

took a look

good looking

fully cooked

shook his foot

sugar cookie

push and pull

wool pullover

wooden hook

good childhood

||||||14義

L三二
audio l.65
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Sentences for Practice
7. Would you help me look for my book?

2. The sugar cookies taste good.

3. The butcher is a good cook.

4. He would read the book if he could.

5. Butch visited his old neighborhood in Brooklyn

⑮渕国回□■

lul lul
7. to put your foot down

meaning: to be firm or assert authority; to set strict rules

" She frnally put her faot clown and said no."

/o/       /o/

2. to put one's footin one's rγ 10緩th

meaning:lo say sornething erylbarrassing orinappropriate

“l pttt rny footin rny rnOuth at ttte parも 半"

lul
3. to do something by the book

meaning: follow the rules or instructions exactly

``ヽいピe follovy t偽 。F観 les tty the book,';

lul
4. Iook before you leap

meaning: think carefully before acting

"Look before you leap when making big decisions."

F量枡鯰晰瑕絋 蜀鰊鬱st

Corrirnon ExpFeSSiOnS With the/0/

sounc

Practice this /o/ vowel sound as you say each expression, and try
to learn these idioms to build fluency.
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/u/AS IN“T00"

Lips:

Tongue:

If you could choose one characteristic that would get you throryh life,

chouse a sense of humor.
Jennifer Jones

Tense, rounded, as if blowing a balloon

Slightly tense, high.

Common Spelling Patterns tor /u/
“00''

“uc"

“0"

``CW''

“u"

too, food, school, tool

true, blue, avenue

do, who, lose, prove

few, new, blew, drew

super, rule, duty, student

6. group

7. lose

8. moon

9. move

10. new

The Most Common Words with the lul Sound
■.

2.

3.

4.

5.

blue

choose

cool

do

food

11. pool

!2" room

13. rule

14. school

15" soon

16. through

17. too

18. true

19. truth

2O. two

21. use

22. view

23. who

24. you

25. youth
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VVord Pairs

too■w

soup spoon

truc valuc

ncw inoon

two roolns

fruit juice

new suit

blue shoes

suitable suitcase

super cool

Sentences for Practice
1. The new roof was installed in June.

2. I drink fruit juice and eat a lot of soup.

3. Your blue shoes are really cool.

4. I need proof that you're telling the truth.

5. The statue on the avenue is truly beautiful

閻鬱顆蟷咤悛珈 靡麒鯰絋黎

Common Expressions with ttre /u/ Sound

Practice the ful vowel sound as you say each expression, and try
to learn these idioms to build fluency.

lul lul
1. once in a blue moon

meaning: very rarely

|||||く

'||||1吾

轟dl11011173

"Vle go out for dinner once in a blue rnoe[n."
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ht
2. the elephant in the room

meaning: an obvious problem that nobody talks about

``They avoided talking about the elephant in the roorn。 ''

ltl
3. cool as a cucumber

meaning: very calm and relaxed, especially under pressure

"She stayed cool as a cucumber during the imterview"

Itl
4. out of the blue

meaning: unexpectedly; suddenly

“Tttc neヽヘノs cattle out of the諄 1眼 o."

Quick Review
Vowel Contrasts for /u/ and /u/
〔ヽake surc that you don't pronouncc thcse words thc sanlc.

/o/  /u/       /o/  /u/

full   fool          pull   pool

100k   I:ノukC         St00d  SteWCd
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Word Combinations for /a/ and /u/
Make sure that the two words are pronounced with different vowel sounds.

gaqd food blue bqqk

full raqm twq cqqkies

cook stew tOq full

/3/ASIN“BIRD"AN醸 /け/ASIN“丁EACHER"
Life is uncertain. Eat dessertJ!1st.

Ernestine Ulmer

Lips:

Tongue:

Slightly rounded.

Tense, mid level position. Tip is curled up a bit and pulled back._

her, mercy, mother, winner

heard, learn, earth

first, girl, firm

doctor, word, worry

occur, curtain, jury

insecure, culture

grammar, collar

Common Spelling Patterns for /*l and /*/
,rerD

"ear"

,rit',

,rof,

t'ur"

tturett

,,ar,
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丁he Most Cottlrnon Words with the

/Э"/and/3・/Sounds
7. after

2. better

3. birthday

4. brother

5. circle

Word Pairs

first person

purple shirt

learn German

other world

serve dinner

third term

firm words

early bird

nervous girl

thirty third

6. early

7. earn

8. father

9. first

10. heard

11.her

12.hurt

13.later

14.learn

15.rnother

16. never

17. nurse

18. other

19. person

2O. turn

21.water

22.were

23.word

24.work

25。 world

Sentences for Practice

1. I will work during the third term.

2. They served turkey for dinner.

3. Her purple shirt is dirty.

4. She gave birth to a third girl.

5. lt's not worth worrying about another birthday

1178
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CoΠlrnon Expressions with the/3/

souna

Practice the I tl vowel sound as you say each expression, and try
to learn these idioms to build fluency.

/3/   /}/
■. word for vvord

meaningl exactly as said or written

`j同 e Fepeated the instrttc轟 ons路νo『d foF vv③『頓̀"

l*l
2. to put in a good word for someone

meaning: recommend someone to help them; to speaking positively about someone

"Please put in a good word for me withr your boss."

l*l
3. to be in the works

meaning: being planned or developed

"A new project is in the works at the office."

l'*l
4. out of this world

meaning: extremely good or impressive

``The concerξ ttvas out oi this珈 v◎『ld."

/ダ  /3/      /ダ
5。  the eariy bird gets the worrn

meaning:the person who acts first gets an advantage

"Do it now; the early bird gets the wsrtrn."

Chapter One I The Vowel Sounds 4哺
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/a1/AS IN“丁IME"

雁
“
ν、,′ νsθ′』″θw』sの α″グルrθソθr rgα′」zθ ttα′′力θ4レηθおα′″θッs ηθゎあ ragカム

Nclsonヽ 4cndcla

Lips:     ()pcn,not roundcd,closing a bit whcn lnoving to thc/1/position.

Tongue:   R、 claxcd,1■ ovcs fronl■ at to high position.

Common SpeHing Pattertts for/ai/

“y"     且y,Sky,叩pL StylC
``i''          nicc,kind,■ nc,sign

“igh''        light,■ ght,sight,night

``ic''          lic,tic,tricd

The Most Common Words with the /a/ Sound
1. buy

2. by

3. drive

4. eye

5。  find

Word Pairs

lime pies

fly a kite

nine lives

bright light

sign on the line

6。  five

■ high

8.|

9. kind

10。 life

white wine

nice try

night sky

fly high

fine dining

11.light

12.like

13.:ine

14.might

15.mind

16.rny

17.night

■8.price

■9.right

20.side

21.time

22.try

23.white

24。 why

25。 wrlte
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@
Sentences for Practice

l. Why is the price so high for that design?

2. The wild fire started on Friday night.

3. He was tired after hiking for five hours.

4. lt's a nine-hour drive to lowa.

5. We had lime pie and dry white wine.

繹隧顆鯰綺赳魃靡鯰瘍ヅ肱

Corrirnott Ex●解essions with the

/a1/sound

Practice the latl vowel sound as you say each expression, and try
to learn these idioms to build fluency.

latl lail
1. a fine line

meaning: a small difference between two things

"There's a fine line between confidence and arrogance."

た1/   た1/
2. pie in the sky

meaning:An unrealistic or unlikely idea or plan

"You pian for instant silccess is pie in the sky."

/a1/

3. to be the life of the party

meaning:the rnostiively and fun persOn at a gathering

“She's always the life of the party at far織 :ly events."

た1/     た1/
4. to have the tiFne Of One'S life

nleaning:an extremely eniOyable eXperienCe
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"l had the time of my life at the concert."

lari
5. to be on cloud nine

meaning: to be extremely happy

“They've been on cloud nine since thei『 、vedding."

回□□国■

/aじ/AS IN“HOUSE"
ルおbθ′たr′θた

“
βッθンr“θ″乃εわSθグα刀グた′ρθθpル ′乃Jηたノθν αrg α力ο′乃α′′ο θpθ″

J′ α″グrθ′
“
θソθα〃グθ″b′ .

Mark「waln

Lips: Start not rounded, but as you move toward lal,7ips begin to close

and become tense.

Tongue: Moves from relaxed, low to high position for the lul.

Common Spelling Patterns for /aa/
“ou"

“OW''

found, loud, around, thousand

now, down, crowd, vowel

6. count

7. crowd

8. down

9. found

10. ground

The Most Common Words with the /aa/ Sound
7. about

2. around

3. bound

4. brown

5. cloud

11. hour

L2. house

13. how

14. loud

15. mouth

16. now

!7. out

18" power

19. proud

20. round

21. shout

22. sound

23. south

24.lown

25. without
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Word Pairs

about an hour

crowded house

downtown

loud announcement

countdown

around the mountain

brown couch

found out

down and out

pronounce the vowel

Sentences for Practice
7. I doubt that the clown will say something profound.

2. There are flowers all around the house.

3. ls that your spouse in the brown blouse?

4. The clouds behind the mountain will bring showers

5. The brown cow is near the fountain.

なo/   たo/
1. to be out and about

meaning:moving around,active outside

Fluency Boost
Common Expressions with the
laal sound

Practice the laal vowel sound as you say each expression, and try
to learn these idioms to build fluency.

|||||111‖ |||1柵 |||‖ |||||||‖‖|'
:||

:`籍
eis ttrlally o襲 t attd about afller his illness."
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la<tl
2. to throw in the towel

meaning: to give up

`換贅er months of trying,he threw itt t羹 e towel`''

/at)/

3. by word of『 T聰◎uth

rneaning:infOrrllatiOn spread by talking

``The FeStauranξ  beCattle pOpular by WOFd Of爾 聰《》攣ξ鍋."

iattl
4. don't look a gift horse in the mouth

meaning: don't criticize or question a gift

“‡f SOrlneOne helpS yOu,dOn'電 :③Ok a gifit鶴舎rSC in the Fn◎轟th."

隕吻隕麒魃

/Э:/ASIN“ BΦV''

Lips: Move from slightly rounded, oval position to relaxcd, slightly parted

position.

Tongue: Relaxed, move from mid-high to high position.

Conl:魂◎爾Spe‖ ing Patterns f③『 /Э 1/

Don't worry about avglding temptation. As you get older, it will avoid you.

Winston Churchill

avoid, oil, moist, join

enjoy, toy, employ, royal

“oi"

“oy''

The Most Common Words with the /u/ Sound
負.

2.

3.

4.

5。

46

annoy

appoint

avo:d

boil

11.exploit

12.loin

13.joint

14.loy

15。 loyal

15. moist

17" noise

18. oil

19. point

20. poison

21.royal

22。 sol:

23.toy

24.v③lce

25.vold

5. choice

7. coin

B. destroy

9. employ

boy 1O. enjoy

Mastering the American Accent
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@
Word Pairs

enjoy the toy

spoiled boy

appointment in Detroit

broiled oysters

boiling point

annoymg nolse

destroy the poison

loyal employee

moist soil

avoid the moisture

Sentences for Practice
1. He destroyed the poison by flushing it down the toilet

2. Roy had an appointment in Detroit.

3. Joyce is annoyed and a little paranoid.

4. I was disappointed with Joy's choice.

5. Why is Floyd avoiding Roy?

lxl
1. lt's boiling!

meaning: extremely hot or intense

FIvencγ Boos竜

Common Expressions with the/Э :/

sound

Practice the lctl vowel sound as you say each expression, and try
to learn these idioms to build fluency.

□1亜些墨要:
コ

1.95 ミ一一一一一一一一一一一

``:を 'sい o:ling◎帳避side today."
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/u/
2. it boils down to (something)

meaning: to be simplified to a key point or issue

"!t boils down to whether we can aff*rd it."

/xl
3. to be beside the point

meaning: irrelevant to the main issue

“
…
『hat's beside the point,letis focus on the lttain tOpic."

/Э !/

4. to getto the point

Fneaning:tO fOCuS On the rnain idea;tO Speak direCtly abOut the rnain iSSue

“Please get tO the point,VVe don't have r勁輔c怒 扇Fne."
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Vow喩鶉絋醜Detall
This chapter will givc you a more detailed knowledge of the most problematic vowel sounds
for non-native speakers. You will have the opportunity to practice more sound contrasts
within word pairs, sentences, dialogues and stories. You will learn to clearly distinguish
between certain sounds that may have seemed very similar to you in the past, and you will
learn the common spelling exceptions for some vowel sounds within frequently used words.
Memorizing these exceptions will significantly improve your accent.

Review of/1/and/i/Sounds

"Real riches are the riches possessed lnside."
B. C. Forbes

The lllsound is easy to identify because it is almost always spelled with the letter I as in
big. The /i/ sound is more commonly spelled with two vowels such as ee or ea, as in meet, or
team. Remember to relax your tongue and lips for the /I/ sound and to make them tense for
the lilsound.

audio 2.2
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Practice Dialogue 1
1. a. ls it difficult?

b. No, it's unbeliwably easy.

2. a. lfeel!ll.
b. Drink some green tea.

3. a. Please meet me for dinner.

b. I will be there at six.

4. a.lS it expensive?

b.Iヽlo,it isn't.lt's really cheap.

5, a.ineed a re亀 |l of these piliS.

b・ Sp呈量k With yOur phySiCian・

6. a.lS he Sti:i re塁 ‖y siCk?

b.No,hゴ siust f壁 ling a l■ :e wttk

7. a.ThiS iS COrnpletely different.

b.But it is interesting,isn't it?
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Practice Dialogue 2

t

t

Fish and vlsitors stlnk after three days.

Benjamin Franklin

ヽ
日
′
Ｅ
ヽ

ヽ
１
′
ｒ
ヽ

く く ヽ

(Cihickon or Beef?

A. What do you feel like eating for d[nner? Chlcken or bggf?

B. Let's sg. I don't want to gt mqt. How about somethlng dlfferent this week? Wg can eat

seafood.

A. F!sh? !f you !ns!st. But !sn't flsh expenslve?

B. No, some fish can be chqp, but shrlmp !s a llttle expens[ve.
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VVords with Mul● p:e/量y Sounds

The following words contain two or more lll sounds. The common mistake is to pronounce

one of those vowel sounds as /i/ because the lll vowel sound doesn't exist in most othcr
languages. Listen carefully and repeat.

■. ability

2. actVity

3. buslness

4. citizen

5。  creativity

6. critic

フ|.  critical

8. diminish

乳 dBCipline

10.dismiss

■■.divislon

■2.fac[:ity

■3.finish

■4.flexib■ty

15。 ignition

■6.lmitate

■7 intimidating

18.invisible

19.limエ

20。 ly4C

21.minimum

22.OlympiC

23.o4ginal

24.physiCal

25.physiCian

26.possibility

27.FeSpOnSibi:ity

23.significant

29 similar

3⑥.sirnpliCity

S隻.typiCal

02。 viSibility

33.viSit
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Vc)wei Sound(Changes with irregular Plurals

Son■c English nouns that originatc froln Greck or I_′ atin havc irrcgular plural fOrins.卜 JOuns

that end in― Js oftcll changc to―ιs in the plural.Noticc the vowel and consonant sOund

changcs bctⅥ reen tllc singular and plural fbrins Oftllcsc、 vOrds.

In the Singular― お CIlding,thC JiS prOnOunCCdた ん aSin θ′おお.In thc plural― ιs ending,thc ι is

pronounccd/it as in crおιs.Additionally,in thc singular¨ is ending,thc s is prOnOunccd as/sス

In thc plural‐ιs cllding,thc s changes to a/z/sound.

1. analysls― analystts

S:羹窓襲laF:The scientist conducted an analysis`

PiuFal:・The reSearCherS COnlPared thei『 議鶴議けSeS。

2. axls― axes

Singular: 
‐
「 he Earth rotates on its axis,

Piural: VVe cornpared the axes ofthe t句 へ〆O graphs.

3. basls― bases

Singular:Trustis the basis of a good friendship.

P‡ ur棧 |:・丁he studies rely on strong scien優 輛c bastts.

4. crlsls― cr:ses

Sing襲 lar:They are facing a ttnenciai cr:s:s.

PI懇 ral:Several crises are al電
:ectittg the ecOnOrtty.

5, diagnosis― diagnoses

Singttiar:The doctor gave a dittg崎 osis.

Plural:丁 he two doctors gave different diag籟 ◎鯰 s.
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6。  hypothes:S―hypotheses

S:ngular:The researcher propOsed a neb為 √臨ypo,ま hesis,

Pi懸 ral:The experirnent tested rη むldple hypotheses.

7. oasis― oases

Sittgular:VVe found an oasis in the rΥ liddle(》 f the desert

PIural:There are severalloases in the Sehara。

8. parenthesis― parentheses

Sing類 lar:lincluded the clarittcation itt a pa『 鬱魏t臨esis.

P‡眼『 穣|:ζ口
Ise paFettt鍋 eses to add extFa inf⑬『『 Y〕畿tion.

9。  SynOpS:旦 ―SynOpSes

Sinsular:I Fead the SyttOpSiS Of the I職 ③ViC。

P‡輔r議‡1‐「he book inciudes synopses o∫ all the chapters.

10.thesis― theses

Sing議 [ar:She cornpleted her rnastcr's thttsis.

Plural:‐「 he professor reviewed severalth@ses.

REVIEW OF lel AND /a/ SOUNDS

Remember that for the lnl sound the jaw is more open, and the tongue is down at the floor of
your mouth. For the /e/ sound, the jaw is just slightly down.

Sentence Pairs for Practice

lEl lxl
1. Don't think about the pest. Don't think about the past.

2. He gave me a letter. He gave me a ladder.

3. Send it carefully. Sand it carefully.

4. The men helped me. The man helped me.

5. I need anew pen. I need a new pan.

6. Do you need to beg? Do you need a bag?
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Word Pairs in Sentences

1. This bed is trad.

2.Dan is in the den.

3. She said that she was sad.

4. I guess I need gas.

5. They laughed after he left.

6. I bet that's a bat.

Sentences for Practice

■. 三very member of my fami:y is left handed.

2. iVly best friend Frank is a succQssful dttntist.

3. lくenny's bad headache lttsted several daya

4. Gl豊 n drank ten glasses of fresh lernonade.

5. Everyone was happy that he、 Ⅳas elected president.

6. Don'tforgQt to thank Dan forthe g2nerOuS present.

Practice Paragraph
行|||1言||十 ゴ||||||||`

:|||||||′

《̀
わ融|,も⑫F『曇nce距

NLXtJ■nuary I'm planning to visit my■ iends in Francc.Last tilnc l went therc l was

Only ten Or Cl£ VCn.I WOuld 10VC to go back al翼ュn.I am taking a cLss called“ French br

Travclers''.ヽ Vё arc in£nlorizing vOcabulary and lcarning thc prescnt and past tellscs. I want
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my French to pt bettcr and I am pr4cticing evcry chgnce I pt. I rentcd a French fllm and I

&lt so bgd bccause I didn't understgnd a word thcy sgjd. I guess I will have to make gxtra

effort. I want to lcarn the l4guage and hgvc a bgtter 4cccnt so that people can underst4nd

me whgn I am asking for directions and ordering in rgstaurants.

Review◎f/A4/o4/3/and/Ou/SOundS

These sounds are frequently confused. Non-native speakers sometimes do not clearly

distinguish the difference bctween cup, cop, cap, and cope.

ln contrast to the /rt/ sound,
the /o/ asinfother and /il
as in saw the mouth is open.
The sounds /ol and h/ are
very similar sounds, except
for the /t/ the lips a bit more
oval in shape and the tongue
is slightly tense. However,
in many parts of the United
States, the /o/ and /t/ are
pronounced the same. For
example, many Americans
pronounce hot and tall the
same way.

For the /ou/ sound, as in
boot the lips are rounded and
tense.

The sound /n/ as in f un
or cup is a neutral vowel,
meaning that everything in
your mouth is relaxed and
the lips are just very slightly
open.

●
三
二
●
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Practice Dialogue

"Coffee Tomorrow"

んu/      ん′
a.Hi NicQlC・ Can you talk?

た)賊/  た/      心u/た/   た/ A/  ん/   /Э /      た/
b.oh,hi John.can you h」 d on?1'm on anothcr can.1'm talking to my bQss

/()u//(1/                     /A/

a.NQ problcin.I'1l wait`til you'rc donc.

laul ltl lul cu/ /n/ ltl loul lal
b. Qkay, now I can talk. I am serry it took so lgng. Whgt's ping gn?

ム/    A/  よ/        んu/           ム/     ん/
a.Nothing imuch.IjttSt wanted to knQ=ifwc can mcct hrlunch Orお r cOftc tomorЮw.

ム/           た/ た/    友/         魚/
b.′「 hat soullds likc fun. I'vc bccn wOrking non_stop and I'd lovc to gct out ofthc ofncc.

國国噸蜻躙

丁he problema● c“0"

Trouble is gnly gpportunity in work clgthes.

Kaiser, Henry

Words spelled with the letter a can cause many frustrations for students of the American
accent. You have already learned that the pronunciation ofa vowel does not necessarily
correspond to the spelling of the vowel. This is especially true of the letter o. The letters a in
the wordsTb b, love, and only are all pronounced differently.

Here is quote by Helen Keller which contains fourteen words spelled with the letter a and has

all three different vowel pronunciations:

"When gne doolr of happiness clEses, angther gpens; but gften we look sg lgng at the clqsed
dqr that we dgngt see the gne which has gpenedfor us."

The Neutral /*/ Sound

First, let's look at the most problematic sound with an a spelling. It's the neutral sound /,1{

as in love, other, and, Monday, which non-native speakers frequently mispronounce as laav,
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ather, and Mahn day. The wrong pronunciation occurs because thc ln l doesn't exist in some

languages and also because learners are used to this sound usually being spclled with the

lettcr u as inup,fun, and Sunday. You will improve your Amcrican accent if you simply

mcm- orize some very common words with the neutral /o/ sound that are spelled with an a, or

ou, or evcn oo. Start by studying the pronunciation exceptions in thc chart below

MemOr:Zl颯馴tn@

臨XC唸 ,tl◎魏纏

Vlゞ o「醸s spell嚇d耽√lξ熙⑬ bttt pFonouttce醸 議s/Aス

貯鼈
Fo‐

「 ds spelled i議♂lt鶴 ``◎ 韻
澪
議総覇 p詳◎総⑬懇羹ce感 3s/Aス

lV｀

プ◎FdS Spelled V√ith``◎0''3nd p『⑬穐⑮瞳醗Ced ttS/Aス

菫些:墨壁

orize!
〓
―
二
▼

above done money once somewhere

another dove month one son

brother from mother other ton

color gonna none oven tongue

cover love nothing sorne won

corne Monday of something wonderful

does

double cous:n country enough couple

touch tough rough Douglas southern

blood flood

Vlプのず頓s spe‡ ledぃご1奄鶴 “oの''o識 d PFo爾 ⑬機隅c鬱嬢 轟$ノAス

what vvas
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Dialogues for Practice
Pay attention to the words that have the lalsound. As we noted before, most of the time the
/a/ sound is spelled with a z, as in "lunch", but some common words with this sound are also
spelled with an o, such as "love" and "son."

1. a. Let's go out for lUnch.

b. I would lqve to, bgt I don't have enqgh mqney.

a. I have sqme mgney.

b. Oh thanks so mgch. I'll pay you back next mqnth.

a. Don't worry about it. Lgnch dqsn't cost so mgch.

2. a.Whgt a lqvely rgg! How mgch is it?

b. Two hqndred dollars.

a. Do you have anqther cqlor?

b. I'm sorry it dqsn't cgme in other cglors

3. a. What country is she frqm?

b. She cqmes frqm Rgssia.

a. I wgnder if her hgsband Doug speak Rgssian too.

b. No he dggsn't. He's frgm Lqndon. He just speaks English. Bgt he plans to stgdy it.

a. I w4s in Rqssia once and I lgved it.

4. a. What are you doing on Sgnday?

b. Nothing mgch. I'm just going for a rgn.

a. I'm having brgnch with my mqther. Would you like to cgme with us?

b. That sounds wqnderful.

5.a. How's your yqnger brsther?

b. He's visiting us with his sgn.
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a. Are they staying for the wholc sqmmer?

b. No, just gntil next Msnday.

Word Pairs in Sentences

The following word pairs are spelled the same except for one consonant being different. Both

words are spelled with an a, but the o's are pronounced differently. The second word of the

pair is the l,tlsound.

other vowel

sound lrl

1. bother brother Don't bsther your brqther.

2. Rome come When will you cqme to Rqme?

3. bone done The dog is dqne with the bqne.

4. Tom from Where is Tam frgm?

5. pouch touch Don't touch the pouch.

6. cough tough It's tough to have a cough.

7. goes does He ps there and does it.

8. collar color What is the cqlor of the cqllar?

9. over oven Come qver to see my new oven.
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Sentence Pairs for Practice

/sl
l. You have a good lock.

2. Where is that cop?

3. I shot it.

4. He's a big tross.

5. This is Don.

な /

/*/
You have good luck

Where is that cup?

I shut it.

It's a big bus.

This is done.

V竃絋隧夢ン躙

Words spelled with the letter a can be confusing because there are

three different ways to pronounce the o. Here are three tips to help

you avoid pronunciation mistakes:

E@
Three Different Ways to Pronounce the o.

Remember, the a spelling can be pronounced as either hl as in love, lal as in lock or /ou/ as

inpost.

Words for Practice

cornc

colllpany

cover

done

love

ls,l

comma

common

college

dot

lock

lotl

coma

cold

comb

donor

local

HELPFUL
P:
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2. Practice listening to native speakers.

3. When in doubt, check the dictionary.



money

month

mother

some

tongue

good book

took a look

modern

mom

modcl

socccr

mobile

moment

motor

social

told

sugar cookic

push and pull

top

Review of /ae/ versus lnl
Two commonly confused vowel sounds are the lael and /,r/. Because neither one of these

vowel sounds exist in most other languages, many non-nativc speakers wrongly pronounce

both vowel sounds as /crl. For example, they pronounce both ran and run as "raaan" Let's
practice fixing this common mistake.

Word Pairs for Practice

Make sure that the two words in each pair are pronounced with different vowel sounds:

lael lnl lacl lN

ankle uncle fan fun

bat but lack luck

began begun match much

cap cop ran run

cat cut sang sung

crash crush staff stuff

drank drunk swam swum

Word Pairs
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good looking

fully cooked

shook his foot

wool pullover

wooden hook

good childhood

Word Pairs in Sentences

Make sure that you pronounce the two similar sounding words with different vowel sounds.

One is lael and one is /lr/.

t. That stuffis for the staff.

2. My uncle sprained his ankle.

3. It's fun to meet the fans.

4. He got drunk because he drank a lot.

5. The tennis match was so much fun.

6. Give me back my ten bucks.

The American bl Sound

In American English, the lcl sound as in caught and all is very similar to the lal sound as in
want or hot. In fact, these two sounds, lcl and lal, are so similar in many parts of the United
States that some language experts even claim that they are the same sound. So, while going
through these lessons, if you are not able to clearly distinguish between these two vowels,
don't worry about it; neither can many native speakers of American English.

||||11,||ヨ還議0112● 21

●
■
■
●
一
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Sentence Pairs for Practice
lcl

L He's a bald man.

2. Wherc is the ball?

3. That's a big hall.

4. Don't pause now.

5.I have a big lawn.

loal

He's a bold man.

Whcrc is the bowl?

That's a big hole.

Don't pose now

I have a big loan.

VVolrd iPairs in Sentenccs

/o/      ′/oo/
1.I bought a ncw boat.

/o/    んじ/
2.′ I｀hcrc is a ballin thc bowl.

/o/      /oひ /
3.I)id you call about thc coal?

l)l l<><sl

4. You ought to eat oats.

/Э/     /..oё/
5.I was awed thtt hc owed so much.
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Sentences for Practice for lil and /oa/
1. We allthqqght that Joe went to Rome.

2. t Uqught some clothes at the mall.

3. The audience appl4gded when the show was qver.

4. Paul is going home in Alrgust.

5. We're going for a walk even though it's cold.

6. The EUthor wrqte his 4gtobiography"

Study Tip
Have you ever heard Americans speak your native language?

Practice imitating their accent. This will help you get in touch

with the American mouth movements and sounds.

For example, when Americans speak Spanish, you will notice that they often prolong the

Spanish a into an /ou/ sound. "Hola amigo" often sounds like saying: "qla amip"
Or, "My friends are Ricardo and Roberto." Sounds like: "My friends are Ricardou and

Robertq."

A similar vowel change often occurs when Americans speak French. The vowel /e/ ends up
sounding like letl. "Je vais au marche" can sound like: 'Te veiii au marcheiii. When you

speak English, prolong these vowels the same way, and you will be on the right track!

國田日□■

Review ofた/,/“4/o/,あ/,A/andんo/.
Here is a quote by Mother Theresa which contains all of the vowels we just finished
reviewing:

わo/′ 亀/   ′(1/     た/     ′,′総/  /`ぉ/    ム/     ,崚 /       ム/
“I kno=God宙 1l not givc mc anything l can't handlc.Ijュ st wish that Hc didn't trust

ぬo/ム /

11■c with so lnuch."

HELPFUL
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Let's review the vowel sounds that we have been working on so far. Practice saying the short

words that contain the sounds lel, le/, lal, lcl, htl and /oal.

Itl lrel la,tl lll lozsl

kept cap cop cup cope

kettle cat cot cut coat

best bass boss bus boast

shell shadow Shawn shun shown

l"g lack lock luck low

net gnat not nut note

bet bat bought but boat

lend land lawn London loan

Ned Nancy non none known

red rat rot rut wrote

end and on under own

went wag want won won't

The Problematic /u/ Sound

The lal sound can be very challenging for many non-native speakers of English. Learncrs

often confuse it with the hl sound. For example, they mistakenly pronounce "book" or
"foot" with the same vowel as in "boot" or "food." The lul sound in "food" is familiar to

most learners. It cxists in most other languages. However, the neutral and relaxed /o/ sound,

as in "good" or "foot" often requires extra practice. These two sounds are especially con-

fusing bccause they arc both often spelled with "oo."

Some very common English words are pronounccd with the difficult /crl sound, but luckily
there aren't too many of them. Thereforc, it is advisable that you mcmorize them. Here are

thc most common words pronounced with the iol sound organized by their spelling patterns.
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MEMORIZE! 鰺呂蝙写ンは鼈仄量≫鯰 顆謗鶯写聰 膨緻鶯屁痣鰈

卜蝿Ost c⑬酢鷲穐欝穐◎騒 lttOFus≫√‡th ttt。 /び/s。 賊陶d spelledゝギith質の。。')

趙甕ost co『γw穐⑬醗 繹ゝ③rds、年‡竜雉 t饒鬱 /り/s◎懸魏d spe‡ lo轟 繹ヽith磁闇."b韻 ||

V∨⑫『感s磯√lξ tt ttteノリ/sound spelled l臥√itれ
露
◎機ld,''

adulthood book childhood

cook cookie foot
football good hood

hook look neighborhood

shook stood took
understood wood wool

bullet bush butcher

ful: pu‖ push

put sugar hood

could should would

VVo『 ds Lげ‡t饒 鼈he/り/6⑮機醗d spe‡‡ed'犠√lξ %耐の''

wolf wornan

Review of the /u/ and /u/ Sounds

Remember, the lcl is a relaxed sound with the lips almost neutral, just very slightly
rounded. In contrast, the lul is tense sound. The lips are rounded and tense.
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Setttencc Pai「 s for p「8c・装lice

/u/                      /o/

A.              B.

1. Are yOll a f001?            Arc you full?

2. Takc care ofthat food.      Take care ofthat foot.

3. I bought solne ncw boOts.   I bought sorne ncw boOlkS.

4. 'Thisis a cool book.        This is cook book.

5. Vヽie need a pool.           Ⅳヽie nccd to pull.

6. Where is thc shoe?         Whcre is thc sugar?

Dialogues for Practice

1. a. Will you start to cgk soon?

b. No,l am still tsq fulIto think of food.

2. a. Who took my cookie?

b. Don't loo2k at me.

3. a. You should have somc sggp. It's so pd

b. No thanks, I'm really fiull.

4. a. He's foolish to walk in the woods by himself.

b. Yes. Therc are a lot of wqlves in those woods.

a. I think that wqlves howl when the mqn is full.

b. Is that really trry?

5. a. Do vou like mv new boots?

b. Yes, they're cgl.

「下

'IⅢ

ⅢⅢ2,1?
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a. And take a lggk at my blue sqjt. It's made of wql.

b. To tell you the trgth, I wouldn't wear the blue sUit if I were you.

a. Don't you think it looks good on me?

b. I think you should return it.

a. And I think you shouldn't be so rgde.

lCionnparing/u/and/yu/

Certain words that contain the letter u are sometimes pronounced differently in other English
accents. For example, some British speakers often add an extra /y/ sound before the ltl.
Students who studied British English in their native countries are often surprised to learn that
Americans say "Tooz-day" for Tuesday instead of the British tlyouz-day. Similarly, they may
have learned to say "t+you*n" for tune rather than "toon" as Americans do.

Here are some common words spelled with the letter "u" and pronounced as lul rather than as
ttyou".

Words for Practice
attitudc

costurnc

duc

d」ty

gratitgde

introdgce

opportUnity

prodgce

redgce

sedgce

solitgde

tgbe

stupid

studcnt

studio

tutor

lggsday

tqmor

tgne

Sentences for Practice
1. lt's your dgty to produce it by luesday.

2. Those stgdents like ilqnes and Youlqbe.

3. May I introduce you to my tqtor?

4. The producer is in the studio working on a new tune

||||||||10希編1耐 |||||||‖ 1‖‖|||||||||||1言 |||||
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5.  :assurne that it's due on Tiuesday.

6. That's a stupid attitude,Stewart.

Review o珀 卜饒cプ)/5ound
LiJb is uncertain. Eat de.s.sert/!7st.

Ernestinc Ulmcr

The words work, turn, bird, and early are all spelled with a different vowel, yet the vowel

sound is the same. This frequently happens when a vowel is followed by the lettcr r. Thc

sound remains /* /. Non-native speakers are frequently tempted to pronounce the vowels

as they are spelled, and they make the common mistakes of saying "wore*k" instead of
"were*k" (for work) and "two*rn" instead of turn. Sometimes they will even pronounce bird

as "beer*d."

Words for Practice

Practice saying the following words with the /* / sound and make sure that the vowel sound

doesn't change even though the spelling does.

ER EAR IR OR UR

1. her early circle work turn

2. serve earth dirt worry curly

3. verb earn first worse burn

4. were heard girl worm Thursday

5. nerd learn birthday world hurt

Sentences fQ『 practice

l. VVhat were the f:二 st vVQrdS that She lttarned?

2.l wilII豊コEn the Ci金菫:η an v全二bs by Th塑二Sday.

3, Iざs too金墨ェ!y to s12二 ive desse」 .
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4. The third vglsion is wqlse than the flrst.

5. lt's not welth wqryying about another birthday.

6. I heard some curse words at wqrk"

7. They welen't certain that the Egfth circles the sun.

Vowels Followed by the /r/ Sound

The quality of the vowel often changes when the r follows it. There is a slight /e/ sound that is

added after certain vowels, making it sound almost as if the word contains an extra syllable.
"Fire" sound like "fai lol+f'

Words for Practice

Remember to add an extra /e/ sound before the /r/ sound.

/ior/

tar

ncar

hcar

clcar

lo,srl

far

star

hard

large

/a6or/

hour

sour

p()wcr

lloⅥ′cr

larerl

hire

tired

expire

Ireland

lozssrl

four

tore

more

bored

Itsrl

hair

there

care

stairs

Sentences for Practice
1. 
‐
Tiake the stairs in case off:re.

2. 丁he eFTlpl⊆ 2〕璧
=iS hiring and firing.

3. :hear thatit expired on the fQurth.

4. l can'ta∬Qrd to shop in that stQre.

5。  l arn nΩ 菫菫the cashieriby the St」笙:rS.

6. How far is ireland frolγl here?

く

'audio 2.39

2.40
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Forining Arrlerican Conso濾 畿独ts

When you are learning another accent, it is very helpful to know how the instruments of the

mouth work together to produce sound. One reason that you have an accent when you are

speaking English is that you are may not be moving your tongue and lips the same way as a

native speaker.

A consonant is a sound that is made when the airflow is blocked by either your lips or your

tongue. The different places where this block may occur are called "points of articulation."

The point of articulation is, therefore, a point of contact of onc part of your mouth with

another part. For cxamplc, when you produce the sound /p/ (which is spelled with the letter p)

your lips come together and close shut. So, the points of contact here are your two lips. The

sound /b/ (which is spelled with a letter D) is also produced by your lips touching, as is the

sound /m/.

Sometimcs thc points of contact, or points of articulation, occur when the tip of your tonguc

touches dircctly behind the uppcr tccth, a part of your mouth called the gum ridge. The

sounds that are produccd at this point are ltl, ldl, lnl, and /l/. Another point of contact occurs

whcn the back part of your tongue touches thc back part of your mouth, ncar the throat, as in

lgl and /k/. You don't necessarily need to learn the formal names of the different parts of your

mouth, but you should devclop an awareness of where the points of contact are. Studying the

illustration on the next page will help you do this.
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Gum Ridge

Upper Teeth

Upper Lip

Lower Lip

Lower Teeth

Jaw

Vocal Cords

NasalCavity

Hard Palate

Soft Palate

Tongue:
back
middle
front
tip

Throat

Breath Stream
from Lungs

Voiceless And Voiced Consonants
One way that we categorize consonants is by determining whether they are "voiceless" or
"voiced." It's important to know the difference between these types because the length of
a vowel that precedes a consonant is determined by whether the consonant that follows it
is voiceless or voiced. You will learn more about this later in the chapter. Also, knowing
whether a sound is voiceless or voiced will help to correctly pronounce letters such as -ed and
-s at the ends of words. You will learn about this in detail in the next chapter.

First, let's learn how to distinguish between a voiced and a voiceless consonant. Place your
fingers in the front, middle part of your neck. Now say lzlas in the word zoo. Now, let's make

it longer: zzzzzzzzzz. You should feel a vibration in your vocal cords. This is how you know
that the /z/ sound is voiced. Now let's try this with the /s/ sound as in the word sat. Say /s/.

Now let's prolong it: sssssssss. This time there was no vibration in your vocal cords, so this
consonant is considered unvoiced. That's all there is to it. The tongue and lip posi- tions of
the lzl and lsl are identical. The only difference between them is vibration or no vibration.
Look at the other consonant pairs that are produced exactly the same way, except for the

vibration in the vocal cords.

11,|||11111● 2
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Now let's go through the rest of the consonant sounds of English. These consonants are all

voiced but they have no voiceless pair. Make sure that you fecl the vibration in your vocal

cords as you say them.

Voiceless: vocal cords do
not vibrate

Voiced: vocal cords
vibrate

How to Produce the Sound

/p/ pet

rope
/b/ bet

robe
Lips fully together, then parted

quickly to produce a small release
of air.

/t/ ten

seat
/ci/ den

seed
Tip of the tongue is slightly tense

as it firmly touches and then
releases the gum ridge.

/k/ class
back

/g/ glass
bag

Back of tongue presses up against
soft palate (back of mouth) and

releases.

/7 fault
leaf

/v/ vault
leave

Lower lips lightly touch upper
teeth;vibration occurs on the lips

from the flow of air created.

/()/ thank
breath

/ё/ this

breathe

Tip of the tongue touches back of
front teeth or edges of front teeth
Air flows out between tongue and

teeth.

/s/ sink

prlce

/z// z:nc

prlze

Sides of tongue touch middle and
back upper teeth. Tip of tongue
is lowered a bit. Air flows out of

middle part of the tongue.

″ pressure

wlsh
/3/ pleasure

massage
Tip of tongue is down, sides of
tongue are against upper teeth
on sides of mouth. Air flows out

through middle of tongue.

/ty choke rich /Cし/ joke

ridge

Tip of tongue is down, sides of
tongue are against upper teeth on
the side of mouth. Tip of tongue

quickly touches gum ridge and then
releases.
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/m/ mom
from
lemon

Lips together. Air flows out of the nose.

/r1/ non
fun

any

Tip of tongue touches gum ridge, and the sides of the tongue touch
upper teeth; air any flows out of the nose.

go!ng

spr:ng

king

/り / Back of the tongue touches the soft palate; air flows out of the nose.

/1/ love

wi‖

yel!ow

Tip of tongue touches upper gum ridge. Tongue is tense. Air comes
out on the sides of the tongue. Air comes out on the sides of the
tongue, at the corners of the mouth.

/r/ red
four
card

There are two ways to produce this sound:
1: Tip of tongue curls a bit and then is pulled back slightly.
2:fip of tongue is down; center of the tongue touches hard palate

/w/ win
lower
quiet

Rounded lips as for the vowel /u/ in moon. Air flows out through the
lips. Tongue is in position for the vowel sound that follows the /w/.

/ゾ yes

mayor
young

Tip of tongue touches lower front teeth. Front of tongue is raised
near the hard palate.

丁雉e Consorlant/鶴 /
′
I｀he llnal consonant sound is voiceless and dOcs nOt have a vOiccd pain

@
Vowel Length and Voiced and Voiceless
Consonants

Vowels are longer when followed by a voiced consonant and shorter when followed by a
voiceless consonant. Even short vowels llke lll, lel, hl, and lalare prolonged when followed
by a voiced consonant.

/h/   happy
behave
who

Vocal cords are tense and restricted, back of tongue is pushed
against the throat to create friction as the air flows out from the back
of the mouth.
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Sentence Pairs for Practice

voiceless

1. My wallet is in the back.

2. I saw five bucks on the floor.

3. He has blue ice.

4. I heard about the lice.

5. We need peace.

voiced

My wallet is in the bag.

I saw five bugs on the floor,

He has blue eyes.

I heard about the lies.

We need peas.

/d/Isノ ノ艦/ ノt/

mate madeadvice advise

eyes hat hadlce

knees bet bedniece

needplace plays neat

got

.r"i."1"*
God

t aia"d

pr!ces

,"i*1"*
prizes

,"i*d
/g//v/ /R//γ

baghalf have back

dock doglife live

believe duck Dougbelief

tagleave tackleaf

buck bugproof prove
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6. Take these seats.

7. Did you like the new place?

8. That's a great price.

Take these seeds.

Did you like the new plays?

That's a great prize.

Word Pairs in Sentences

1. He told me lies about the lice.

2. His eyes are ice cold.

3. There was abuzz in the bus.

4. The dog is onthe dock.

Stops and Continuants
There is another important way that consonants are categorized, besides whether they are

voiced or voiceless. Consonants can either be "stops" or "continuants," depending on whether
the airflow is stopped or if it is continued. For example, when we say the /s/ sound we can

prolong it by saying "yessssssss." The /s/ sound is considered a continuant because the air
flow can continue as long as we have air in our lungs. But if we say a word like'Job," we

cannot continue the final consonant, lbl.We stop the airflow by closing our lips. There- fore,
lb/ is a stop. If we quickly open our lips, we can then "rclease" the stop and say job.

Holding Final Stops

Americans generally do not release the final stops. For example, when they say the sound /p/
in the word stop, the lips stay closed. No air comes out. This creates almost a silent version
of the sound /p{ or a halfp. We know thep is there, but we don't hear all of it. If the lips were
released, there would be a slight puff of air.

Let's try another stop: the sound /g/. When you say the word big, don't release the /g/. Make
sure that your tongue remains up in the back of your mouth when you are done saying the

word.
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Words for Practice
final p
stop

final D

club

final d
marricd

final r

that

Final Stops Followed by Consonants

The final stop is held when thc next word within the same sentcnce is another consonant.

However, when the final stop is at the cnd of the sentence, this rule is much morc flexible.

The sound can either be held or released.

Word Groups for Practice
Make sure you hold the flnal consonant of the first word of the pair.

help him stop that

keep talking job market

did that big park

could go cup cake

岬
　
　
ｊｏｂ

・ｍ．

価

ｄａｄ

ｃｕｔ

，
　
　
　
ｂ
　
　
　
ｄ

町
　
　
　
ｓｕ
　

　

　

ｓａplaycd

sat

藝隔藁亜
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This chapter will help you to fix the most common consonant error that non-native speakers

of English make. The pronunciation of some of these sounds is exclusive to American
English, and othcr times the pronunciation is difficult for non-native speakers because the
sound does not exist in their native language.

回国口四■

The Various T Sounds of A:Ttterican English

'A happy person is noLa person in a cerlain se!of circumstances, bulrather
a person with a cerlain se! of allitudes."

Hugh Downs

We'll start with one of the most distinctly American consonants, the letter t. The t can be
pronounced in several different ways, depending on its position in a word and depending
on the other sounds that surround it. Sometimcs thc I sounds more like a d (as in wqter an:d

atom), and sometimes it is not pronounced at all, (as in often and, interview). Other times
it's barely pronounced (as in but and cat.) Also, it can change to a different sound when it is
followed by an r sound (as in try or truth).

The He!d丁

In the previous chapter you learned how to hold the final consonants. The I is the most
commonly held consonant in American English and holding the I is one of the most
recognizable features of the American accent. Native speakers of other English accents,

such as British English, tend to release the final I sound when the next word begins with a
consonant. And non-native speakers of English also almost always release the I the same way.

The held t is created with the tongue touching the gum ridge (the top part behind your teeth)
and not coming back down. You hold the tongue up and no air comes out of your mouth. The
other way to create that held I is to close the vocal cords to stop the air flow and then quickly
release.
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We always hold the I when the following letter is a

consonant, regardlcss if that following consonant is part

of the same word or if is at thc beginning of the next

word.

Examples: "aparfment"

"tha! man"

Did you say con or con't?
The silent I is onc of the reasons why you may have a hard timc hearing the difference

betwecn the words can and can't.Listen for the held r for can't. Also the vowcl in the

word can't is usually longer because negative auxiliaries are strcssed more than affirmative

auxiliaries within sentences. You can learn more about word strcss in Chapter Six.

Held utu + Consonant
a. Always hold the final I when the next word begins with a consonant.

il was can'! go didn'l like eigh( weeks

might do alwork won'l need budgel cu!

b. Always hold the I when the next letter within the same word is a consonant.

foolball lalely a[mosphere Aflanta

outsidc nigh(mare aflas buller
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Sentences for Practice
1. :rnighi nol do that.

2. it's not thatt great.

3. He buili that websile lasi nighl.

4. 1菫 fe1l quite h01 in Verrnonl.

5. VVhat?|‐「 hat can'l be righi!

6. Matt went out for a bite to eat.

7 That apartmenifeli qui:e hol.

8。  if you ea1 0ui every nighi you'11 9et fat.

Study Tip
Make a list of the most common words that are used in
your workplace, or if you are a student, the terminology
in your field of study. Find out the correct pronunciation
of these words. Also, master the pronunciation of the
name of the company that you work for and the names
of your American co-workers. This will greatly add
to you confidence level when you are speaking in a
professional situations.

》―‡醸薔覇童露Before/穐/S③賊爾痣

WhCn thC riS f0110WCd by an/n/SOund within a word,n■ akc surc you hold thc r. For cxan■plc,

whcn pronouncing b夕′′θ″,h01d thc r as inゎγ′,and thcn add an/n/withOut rclcasing thc

tonguc flonl thc gunl ridgc:``but― 十―n.''

Words for Practice
ccrraln I1loun′aln cOr′On

Brilain

carcn

wrl′ノcn

forgotten

frighlen

rize!Me

gotten lighrcn
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Sentences for Practice
1. I will sho{en the curtain.

2. He has eaten the rollen food.

3. l'm cerlain that it was written in Britain.

4. I've already forgotten the sentence.

5. That cotton blouse has buttons.

6. Martrn Luther King and Bill Clinton are famous Americans.

Silent t Atter n

The I after an rn is oftcn silent in American pronunciation. Instead of saying inlernet

Americans will frequently say "innernet." This is fairly standard specch and is not

considered overly casual or sloppy speech.

Words for Practice
interview

twenfy

disappoin*ing

accountable

den*ist

intellectual

quanfity

advantagcs

intcrnational

center

canfaloupe

plenfy

Santa Monica

Atlan*a

Orange Coun*y

Sacramento

Dialogue for Prac轟 ce

a. There are many advaglages to working for that i4[ernational company.

b. I'll bc disappoinfed if they don't call me for an interview.

a. I hear they're looking for someone with i4jerpersonal skills and ple(y of energy.

b. It's only twegly minutes from Sa4!a Monica.

籾1墨量4.9
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When t is Between Two Vowels
When a "t" is between two vowels it is gencrally pronounced like afast ldl sound. It also
sounds the same as the "rolling r" sound, of many languages, when the tip of the tongue
touches the upper gum ridge. This sounds is also sometimes called a "tapped t"because you
quickly tap the tip of the tongue on the gum ridge when pronouncing it.

A ut" becomes a "fast d" in the following cases:

Note: A I does not change to a "fast /d/" sound if it's within a stressed syllable. We don't say:
" adack l' we say " attack."

a. Between two vowels:

We don't say:

better

b. Before an "l":

We don't say:

little

c. After arr"r" and a vowel:

We don't say:

party

forty

bcttcr

abil■y

We say:

bedder

We say:

liddle

We say:

pardy

fordy

meeting

quality

ｙ

　

‘Ｖ

ｉｔ
一
　

　

ｕ

Ｃ

　
　

．０

total

n■atter

|||や

'||1曇

曇|||“:
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When t ls Between Two Words

This "fast /d/" sound also occurs between two separate words, when the first word ends with

a vowel + t and the next word begins with a vowel. Again, this is not sloppy or casual speech;

it is a standard American accent.

鰈舅鰺鰺餞

Lハ√ord Croups

1.it is 3. try it on 5. at eleven 7.what if

2. getup 4. eat out 6. wait a minute 8. put it off

TW
Sentences for Practice
1, |'|l eatit a:ittie lato■

2. l boughtt an auto ba菫 :生ery forforty do‖ ars.

3. Peter wrote a better letter,

4. l'd better go to the meeting at eleven"

5. He met her at a compuler store in Seattle

6. It's a pity that he's getting fal::Ler and fatten

ア Tellthe wallerto bring it a li量 le ialer

8. He bough! a lot of bottles of water.
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9. Be!!y's knitting a little sweater for her daughter.

10. It'll be better if you hea! it before you eat it.

iT:he Fastご
5ound

In addition to the standard ldlsound as in words llke dog, day and bed,there is another kind
of /d/ sound that occurs betwcen two vowels and also before an l. lt sounds exactly like the t
between two vowels and is often called "fast d". Again, it's a sound made with the tip of the

tongue quickly tapping the gum ridge.

回ぽ録国■

VVord Pairs for Prac・日ce

The following words pairs sound the same even though the flrst word is spelled with a I and

the second word is spelled with a d. Since they are both between two vowels, they sound
identical.

1.n■ edal He won a gold medal in the Olympics.

My car is made out of metal.metal

2. Adam

atom

3.hit it

hid it

4. leader

liter

5.feudal

flltile

His first name is Adam.

An atom is the smallest unit of an element.

My hand hurts because I hit it hard.

You can't find it because I hid it.

The president is the leader of the country.

How much is a liter of gasoline?

There was a feudal system in the Middle Ages.

My effort was totally futile.

藝画面雨離黎
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VVords for Prac・ピce

already

ladder

addict

product

Canada

middle

editor

shadow

鵡国日国鸞

vvord Pttirs for Pracuce

add on made it hid it fcd up

Sentences for Practice

1. I alreasly aelcled it.

2. Aelam will edit the middle part.

3. Those products are macle in Canaela.

4. She hael on a Prag[a dress.

5. l'm fed up of the crowded elevator.

note: Remember, if the "d" is within a stressed syllable this rule does not apply

normal ttd" fast ttd"

adopt addict

adore audit

・
Tthe 奮 +r So蒻爾d: /tJr/

When a ris fo1lowcd by anら thc r changcs and bccomcs an almost/∫ /Or“Ch''SOund.TO

CrCttC thiS SOund COrrCCtly,Say/げ /aS in εttα J″ ,butjuSt makC thC tip OfthC tOnguC a bit mOrC

tcnsc whcn it touchcs thc guln ridgc,and fbcus on crcating a stop of air.
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Words for Practice

travel

turkey

tradition

introduce

translate

interest

traffic

extremely

turn

terrific

The d+r Sound:/d3r/
When a d is followed by an r,the ldl sound changes and becomes an almost /dg/ sound.

Words for Practice

drink

childrcn

drop

address

dream

cathcdral

drama

hundred

syndrome

laundry

哺)ludio 4。 22
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Chapter Fo態 r l Probiernatic Consonants 8ア



Dialogues for Practice

1. a. Why do you travel by lrain?

b. Bccausc thc traffic is so fteadful

2.a.What did Sandra tcll thc altorncy?

b.Shc told hiln thc t=uth aboutthc drugs.

3. a. Have you l4aveled to Turkey?

b. Yes, that counlqr has some inlqesting traditions.

4. a.l told him a hunQled times not to drink and drive.

b. I'm sure he'11[y stay out of troublc.

a. To tell you the [uth, I am drained from all this drama.

5. a. Where should I drop off the childlen?

b. Drop them off at Ang[ew's housc.

a. I don't have Andlew's ag[[ess.

b. Just go down the s!4eet and lurn right. You'll see his ltuck in the drive way

6. a. Do you think I should tly on this dress?

b. Yes, it's fendy and the design is inleresting

則田日国■

丁he d+u and d+y Sound:/d13/

When a d is followed by a z, the two combined sounds are usually pronounccd as lfil, which

sounds like thej in joke.
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Words for Practice
1. gradual 4. eglgcation

2. sche@le 5. proce{gre

3. graduation 6. individual

Similarly, a final d followed by y is usually pronounced as lSl.

7. didyou 9. couldyou

8. would you 10. should you

"The t+u and t+y Sottnd:ノ
飯ノ

In mally WOrdS,WhCn a riS bl10Wed by a″,thC reSulting blCndCd SOund iS/ヱ WhiCh SOundS

likc the cあ in c力″rε乃.

actually        adventurc       stttuc     punctual

SitユatiOn        Vittual         n4uК      piCtttlc

ritud           fOrtuntte

similarly,a nnal′ ぉ11。wed byノ is usually pronounccd as/ノ .

Don't you?      Can't yOu?

Won't you?       Arcn't you?

鯰翫運国囲厖ヨ関麗

Sentences for prac● ce

l.[)i」 yOu 90 tO hiS graduation?

2. VVoul」 yOu tako our picture?

3. Why can'l yOu be punctual?

4. DonL you llke nature?

5。  Acttta‖ y,this is a foriunate sitttation.

6. Ylou're adventittrOuS,aren'l you?

ア. Vヽhy won'l you do it gra≦ 』ua‖y?

8. (〕an'l yOu change yourschedi』 le?
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Verbs Ending in -ed

The final edforms the past tense of regular verbs such as needed andworked and of some

adjectivcs such as interested and tired. The ed can causc problems for some non-native

spcakers because it can be pronounced in threc different ways: as lldl, ldl or ltl. Here are the

three rules you need to know when pronouncing -ed.

貪議‡ol
lfthc last lcttcr ofthc word is spcllcd with a`Jor a′,thc ι″is pronounccd as a scparatc

syllablc: /1d/

nCCdCd        adFnittCd             attendCd              dCCidCd

avoidcd       separatcd            visitcd               waited

m韻 le 2

1fthc lastlcttcr ofthc word cllds in a voiccd consonant or a vowcl sound,thc ι is silcnt

andノ is prOnOunccd asだ ス (Rernindcr:Voiccd consonants arc/b/,/d4/gん /v/,/1nん /n/,

/二 /14/Zん /化4/y/,/ё /)

opcncd       callcd         changcd       closed

carncd        lovcd         pullcd        sho、vcd

h懇量eS

Ifthc last lcttcr ofthc、 vord cnds in a voicelcss consonant,thc ι is silcnt and thc`J is

prOnounccd asん′ (Rcinindcr■ Vloicelcss consonants arc/pん /t/, /kん /f/,/s/,Jγ, /tlγ,and

/0/.)

passcd        hclpcd        laughed       stoppcd

washcd    wttchcd    workcd    liked

90 Mastering the American Accent
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Test Yourself
In the spaces provided, write the correct past tense sound of the following verbs. (ld{ ldl or
/t/) (Sce the answer key at the bottom)

1. admitted 8. hussed

11. preferred

12. pretended _
13. pulled

7 inlshcd     _    14.robibcd    _

(answcr ty:1.Aα ,2./砒 3./′,477,5.4α,6.Aこ 7t′,8.′こ
'″
,10″′,11.′砒 12.んd/,

13.″,14/dう

Linking ed Ending + a Vowel
Linking is connecting the final sound of one word to the flrst sound of the following word.
You will need to learn to link words together to create smooth, natural speech. This is
discussed in much greater detail in Chapter Nine, "Sound Like a True Native Speaker." It
is especially important for you to learn to link words with ed endings. The final ltl and ldl
sounds are much easier to pronounce if they are connected to the vowel that follows it.

example: sounds like:

stayed in stay din

turned on turn {on

developed a develop fa

needed a nee de da

2. controlled

3. developed

4. dressed

5. ended

6. exploded

9. likcd

10.rnarchcd
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1. worried about 3.talked about 5. worked on

2.looked at 4. interested in 6.liked it

翁鯰国国■

VVords for Prac・Hce

More Linking Practice ed + it
Practice linking thc nilal consonantto thc word``it."

/1誓/veFtts

1.i needed it. 3.l attended it.

2.l painted it. 4.ladmited it.

/t/verbs

1.l cooked it. 3.:watched it

2.l liked it. 4. I stopped it.

/d/ verbs

1.l used it. 3.l changed it.

2.l cleaned it. 4.|loved it

92 Mastering the American Accent
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Practice Dialogues for ed verbs.
a. What did yOu think Ofthc I110vic?

b.Iliked i a lot.

a. What did you do with the money?

b. I deposited it in the bank.

a. How did you cook the chicken?

b. I fried it in oil.

a. Is the heatcr on?

b. No, I turng[ it off.

a. Whcn did you paint the room?

b. I paintg[ it last week.

Practice Dialogues

」◎蠅‡識teFvtettv

Listen to the ed endings of the past tense verbs and try to determine which of the three
possible sounds your hear: ldl, ltl or lld,l. In the first part of the job interview, each of the

"cd" verbs is followed by a word that starts with a vowel. Make sure you are linking these

two words.

Interviewer: Tell me about some of your experiences as a university student.

Job Seeker:

r I studied accounting and finance.

. I graduated at the top of my class.

・ lr爾鶴臨 :ned a 4.O GPA.

o i played on rny college basketballteam and participated in rnany extra― curricular acuvities.

2

3.

4.

|■111

」

Chapter Four I Problernatic Consonants 93

1111)laⅢ dio 4.32

:藝〕||||:611出 |||||二二遍|

5.



. I volunteered at the homeless shelter.

. I partied every weekend,

r I dated a lot of pretty girls,

・ |loved everyざ愉inute ofit.

IntervieWer:DιSCFあι Sθ″ιq′レθ″′′ιだθ
“

α′響″α′J`J`S″α′″θ″″ ″αルιノθ″響″αJ:′
`ノ

′〕r滋おP∬′″θ
“
・

/1d/            ./1d/          ′′
′
d/

JOb Seeker:I am dctail― oricnttd,highly motivat£ d and organiz£ d.I am also

/t/       だ/               /t/
R)CuSed and dCtCrinine旦,and I WOrk WCllin a faSt―paCed CnVirOnrnCnt・

/t/

1 havc an advanced knowlcdgc of conlputcrs.I anl also

/1d/       だ/

collegc educated and、 vcll― travcled.

回爾画聘隋

Stor写 縣黎判やぶはctice

learning English

Pay attention to the pronunciation ofthe ιl″ cndil■gs.ゝ4akc surc that you arc linking

the final`″ to the fb1lowing word ifit bcgins with a vowcl sound.

た/                      /1d/
As soon as Pablo arriv£ ユin the United Stttes ioln Spain he decid£ d to work on his

94 Mastering the Arnerican Accent

燿/                        だ/

English skills.IIc had studied iEnglish in school but he only rcn■ cl■berel a littlc bit of



濾 / /1d/

v′hat hc had learned.IIe want£ d to have inorc conndencc when spcaking with

だ/                /1d/
Amcricans.Hc cnr01lCd in a local collcge thtt acceptd studcnts iom a1l over thc

world.

/1(1/                                      /そ i/

Whcn hc started attcnding the cOurscs,he realized that hc had a long way tO gO.I‐ Ic

was

/1d/      慮/        燿/                         慮/

fruStrat£ d and COnfuScd and hC Struggl£ 二 tO underStand hiS classlnates.Hc was surpris£ d

/t/          だ/
thtt they talkニ ユ SOね St.■ SCCm=limpOSSible tO beComc■ ue■ .

た/           /t/                       週/

OnC day hC Stay≦理 a■Cr ClaSS and aSk£ d his teachcr fbr advicc.His teachcr advis£ d him

fidt
not to give up and told him that he needed American friends to practice speaking
English

層/                         /1d/
With.HC CnCOura雛 二 him tO Start a fbreign language club.Hc decidd tO dO WhttthC

′/1d/ /1d/

tCaCher rCCOmmCndel.HC inVittd a lot ofhis classlnatcs tojoin thc club.His English

だ/                 /憑 /                  /t/
imprOV£ d quiCkly and his acccd sound£ d bctter and bcttcr.Also,hc hclp堅 里Amcrican

越 /

students improve their Spanish skills. Then one day, anAmerican girl namsg! Emily

た/ だ / 海d/

Walked intO thc club. She planned to travelto Spain and was intercsted in practicing

/t/ /1こ1/

Spanish with iPablo.Pablo and iE■ lily practiced spcaking togethcr and corrected cach

た/                       /t/
othcr's mistakes.Pablo lik£ d Emily and he always loOk£ d brward to sccing her江

thc

′''d/    /1d/            ′4d/
Club. Shc sccll■ ed intercsted in hinl t00,sO he dccided tO ask hcr O■ lt.
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慮/     /隷 /                 た/      /1d/′
She agrced. 

´
「 hey dated for a whilc and then hc proposed.Shc acccpted the proposal

and

/憑1       /t/                    慮 /

they soon got nlarried. Pab10 StOpp旦旦 attCnding the languagC Club,aChiCVed al1 0fhiS

tdt
English goals, and they livgg[ happily ever after.

・
T・he th 8oundロ プ0メ and/ёプ

"You must do lhe thing you think you cannot /o."

Roosevelt, Eleanor

The th is one of the most difficult consonant sounds for non-native speakers.

Remember that for this sound the tip of your tongue should touch the edges of your front

teeth, the tip of the tongue vibrates a bit while air flows out through your tongue and upper

teeth. It's also acceptable to just touch the back of the front teeth as long as the air is flowing

though.

There are two tft sounds in English. The voiced th as in that and the voiceless th as in think.

Words for Practice for /O/ (voiceless t,?)

anything

author

both

with nothing

ninth birthday

nothing

thank

thing

Thursday

wcalthy

with

carth

ninth

health

Word Paris for /O/ (voiceless th)
both methods

third month

4。37
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吻爾日目E
VVords for Prac● ce for/ё/(VOiCed th)

th t

To correct this problem change the position of your tongue by moving it forward to touch the

teeth. Also, make sure that there is a flow of air between your tongue and your teeth.

although

breathe

clothing

father

mother

rather

this

thc

thcn

they

those

weather
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/`oiceless th iプёrsus t

So11lc non― native spcakcrs incorl・ cctly pronouncc thc voicclessィ ル
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VVord PairS fOr/ё /(VOiCed th)

that clothing

this weather

neither brother

mother and father

Again, to correct this problem change the position of your tongue my moving it forward, to

touch the teeth. Also, make sure that there is a flow of air between you tongue and your teeth

Sound Contrasts for/t/and the｀ iゞoiceless

“th"‐ /0/

t0t

bath

Mastering the American Accent

/t/〃
　
蹴
　
鍵

/0/

thanktank
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boat

inat

tdt

breeding

dare

doze

both

mtth

ん/

brcathing

thcir

thosc

team

true

theme

threw

剛国口目■

SOund COntraStS fOr/d/the｀ rloiced“ th"由  /ё /

td,t

Dan

duy

wordy

t6t

than

they

worthy

鰺舅瑕蜃眩

Sentences fo)r practiictt forヽ漁oiced and lゾ10iceless th

l. Her thirty third birthday is On the third‐ Thursday of this rnonth.

2. ~「hose three things are wOrth thOusands of do‖ ars.

3. lthink that Kenneth is Ethan's father.

4. ~「hat new theo10gy dOesn't threaten the faithful(1)atholics.

5. ｀

`ou can buy anything and everything in that ciothing store.
6. ~「here are those that always teli the truth.

ア.  ithink thatthe sOuth has mOre、〃armth than the north.

8.  l'd rather have this One than that One.

9。  Although they're rather thin,they'Fe veFy healthy.

@
Sentences for Practice for th Versus /d/

It is not because things are /ifficult that we /o not /are; it is because we @o not
/are that things are fficult.

Seneca
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Whcn a tt andだ /arc very closc togcthct thc tip ofyour tonguc must movc quickly■ om

tOuching thc tccth to touching thc gunl ridgc so that both sounds can be distinctly hcard.

Sentences for prac'dce

l. Don't do that Dan.

2. VVhat dOes tLat thing」 0?

3. Dld ihey breathe in lhe」 ust?

4. ⊇an thOughtit WaS」 a」'Sb礎墜」ay.

5. How dare they二 〇lLatl

6. They」 id it itte olLer」 ay.⊇ idn't il墜。y?

絋凩鱚翁鷹

(CIOnnparing th with s and z

Some people wrongly pronounce the voiceless th as an s. They say sank and tank the same

way. They also tend to wrongly pronounce thc voiced th as z. They say breeze and breathe

the same way. Again, the mistake lies in the position of thc tongue. For the s and z there is

also air passing through the tip of thc tongue, but thc tongue is not touching the teeth. It is

touching a littlc bit behind, on the gum ridgc. Pay attention to thcse tonguc positions as you

do thc flollowing excrciscs.

th sandz

1O0 Mastering the American Accent
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Sound contrasts for s Versus th
/s/

inass

sank

/z/

closc

brcczc

/0/

mtth

thank

t6t

clothe

breathe

/s/

tense

sing

/()/

tclltl■

thing

t6t

bathe

then

Sound contrasts for z Versus th
/z/

晦
　
ｚｃｒ

Word Pairs for Practice
It's especially difficult to pronounce the "th" sound correctly if lhe "z" and "s" are nearby.
Make sure that all of the consonant sounds are clearly heard. Don't blend them together and
don't substitute one for the other.

doeg that fifth Step

what'g that with gomel[ing

she! lhin gixth gong

Senttences for practice

l.HCt ClllLuiiastiC lLat it'旦 his sixlh bi4Lday.

2.Is that thc z00 that has thc zcbras?

3.I―
:Ic's thankful fOr his wcalth.

4.I―Ic'S lLinking about hiS Strcngths.

5.If itゝ ThurSday,itt tLc ttamc thing.

羹:壺1鳳飩璽三‖
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The American r
"Live as if you wery to die tomorrow. Learn as if you wege to live fo4eve7."

Gandhi

Many languages have what is called a "rolling r," where the tip of the tongue touches the gum

ridge, similar to the /d/ sound, but with a quick and repeated motion.

In contrast, the Amcrican r is produced in the back of thc mouth and the tip of the tongue

never touches anywhere inside the mouth. Thcre are several ways to produce the American r.

Try both of them and decide which one is easier for you to crcate.

う

Method l Method 2

Method One.. Simply curl the tip of your tongue and pull it back a bit, and keep the tongue

tensc.

Method Two: Let thc back of the tonguc do all the work. Press the sides of your tongue up

against the back teeth. In this case, you do not need to curl the tip of the tonguc.

Unlike the British r the American r is ALWAYS pronounced. It's never silent. Pay particular

attention to the r at the end of thc word as infot mo7e,.fa; and teachel.

192   1Vlastering the American Accent

(摯 |1農轟ldi13111141491

/
ノ
/

ハ :

| ヽ
ハ|
1 1

1ヽ



R atthe End ofthe VVord

lndividual Words for p「 ecttice

inore              culture

hcrc                whcrc

her               sure

four                car

Word Groups for Practice

All of the following words have an r atthe end. Make sure you pronounce each one clearly,

four dool caf lobster fo4 dinne4

hel younge4 siste4 youl oldel brothel

they'1e nevel hele foul more oveg thege

soonel og late4

R before a Consonant
The r before a consonant is also always pronounced in American English, but generally not
pronounced in British English. Americans say: "mo1ning," "fl1st," "mode1n." In British
English, these words are pronounced as: "moning," "fist," and "moden."

Word Pairs

impoltant infolmation

figst pelson

hafd to understand

Nolthern Califolnia

eally in thc mo4ning

sulvive divolce

lealn German

undelgoing sulgery

thilty pelcent

modegn fulnitue

March bargain

pelfect pelfogmance

‐1》).‐ audio 4.51
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一一一一一
Sentences for Practice
1. i spent part of・ Thu■sday lealning the new corγ lputeI SOftware.

2. l hea=d it was a fouェ houェ perfornlance.

3. He won ajou=nalisrTl aヽ Arald fO=hiS repOrt On Pea工 l HarbOニ

4. Please infornl the boa=d aboutthe fo=rnal procedure.

5. ~「 he terrible storril started yesterday rnolning.

6。  No=rna‖yhe wo=ksln New Yo菫 k.

7. (3oo二 ge wentto a fo=rTlal party with his 91菫 lfriend.

8。  IMlark is determined to learn Ger:碗 an.

9.  l hea=d that the alte=native procedu二 e was better

10。 For you=infO=rnation,they'工 e nOt divo工Ced.

IE@
Surprise Birthday Party
On Saturday aftelnoon at fou1. we'1e having a sulprisc bilthday palty fol our daughtea

Rachcl. She'll tuln thigteen. Hcl cousins Challes and Barbala will arrive eagly to hclp
plepafe. We'll take pictules, play calds and somc boafd games. We've oldered a birthday
cake and heg favogite desselt, stlawberry ice c1eam. Wc'vc invited about thilty of he1

ftiends and told them to come ovel befole fou1. We hope all he1 fricnds get hege by foug,

befoge Rachel letulns ftom the pa1k. When they're all hcre, we'll call Mark to bling he1

ove1. When they open the front dool thc lights will be tulned off. Her thirty friends will
be waiting nelvously in thc othel loom. We hope it wolks out and that Rachel will be leally
sulplised.

I have collected a list of words that are dfficultfor me to

pronounce. I make up sentencesfrom these words and I practice

saying them over and over.

Miroslav Nikolic, Serbia
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回 硼口l町

丁he American L{“The Darkピ ')

For the American /l/ sound the tip of the tongue touches the gum ridge behind the upper
teeth, just the same as when creating the ltl and ldl sounds. The air stream flows through
thc sides of the tonguc. When the /l/ occurs at the end of a word make sure that you don't
rclease it quickly as you would do with a ltl or /d/. This will make your lU sound foreign. The
American "1" is softer and longer than the "1" sound of many other languages.

Words for Practice

although

call

childrcn

cold

difncult

ilt

■lm

littic

milk

nllysclf

pcoplc

will

Word Pairs for Practice

ta:l girl

co:d milk

felt guilty

gold medal

old school

little children

tallwall

twelve soldiers

L ttDefore a Cottsonant

For Asian speakers the lll is particularly difficult to pronounce when it is followed by a
consonant. If don't correctly move your tongue, the words "code" and "cold" will sound the
same.

|||||,|||||||百 1146ブ   |:
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Word Contrasts for Practice

Practice the following word pairs, making sure that you clearly pronounce the /1/ of the

second word.

no lll /l/ + consonant no lU /l/ * consonant

code cold toad told

debt dealt wide wild

Sentences for Practice
1. Ji旦 also doesn't fee」 VVell enOugh tO gO tO SCh001.

2. |'il call Paul and te::hinn that you':i be late.

3. 
‐
1¬vvelVO people vvitt build a tall_ヽ Vali around the castle

4. ltis doubtfulthat she'壁 be able tO handle it.

5. He':i bring tho cold drlnk to the ili soldie■

6. 丁he wea:thy rnan sold the building by hirnseif.

ア. Don't fee1 9じ i■y about the spil:ed rnilk.

8. The gi4 tOld ine about the old filrp.

舅吻隕蟷鏃

L③ng｀ピloweis+/L/

When a long vowel is followed by an l, place an extra /s/sound (schwa) in bctween. For the

wordJbel, say "fee - g1." It's almost as if you are adding an extra syllable.
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Words for Practice

Practice Dialogues

Make sure that you add an extra lel sound before the lll.

1. a. He stole the money and broke the rules.

b. It's no big deal. He's just a child.

a. Don't be a fool. He knows it's wrong to steal.

2. a. Did you say Kyle went to jail?

b. No, I said he went to Yale.

a. Oh that's a good school!

1 feel

/ei/+ol

sale

/a1/+91    ‐

mile

彗1垂亘型1輩|=||:|||||||
o‖

.,. {' 111
tool

2 steal ma‖ while toil school

3 deal whale style spoil rule

4 real pale smile foil fool

5 wheel fall lle boil cool

6 heal exhale trial soil pool

|||||||1鮒 ||||ど‖樹|||||11■ |11111111E

田冊1目冊薄
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口
Ｈ
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3. a. Have you read your email?

b. No, I'll do it in a little while.

4. a. Did you see that whale?

b. It's huge. I can't believe it's real.

5. a. What's wrong with the wheel?

b. I think it needs some oil.

6. a. What do you think of the style of these shoes?

b.I love the high heels.

a. I bought them on sale.

7. a. I'm so tired. We've been driving for miles and miles.

b. Relax. It'lIhelp if you inhale and exhale slowly.

8. a. I heard your dog had flve puppies.

b. Yes, she had three males and two females.

Understanding, /L/ versus /r/
"Keep awayJiom people who tgt to belittle you1ambitions. Sma!!people always do that, but

the 7ea!!y gyeat make youfeel that you, too, can become great."
Mark Twain

()au

●
Ｉ
Ｆ
●
一
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躊:垂塵亜

/L/and/r/in the ina‡ position

Pay attcntion to thc positiOn Ofyour tonguc as you practicc thcsc two innal sounds.Pr。 1。ng

thc sounds as yOu cOnccntratc On what yourtonguc is doing.

Sound Contrasts for Practice

Consonants + /r/ and /L/
When the lrl or /l/ sound is after a consonant, make sure that it is strong enough to be clearly
heard. Fully pronounce the first consonant before you begin the lrl or the lll. Otherwise, the
wordsftight andfllght will end up sounding llkefight. You can even add a short /s/ sound
between the two consonants.

Word Contrasts for Practice

final lll

1. feel

2. deal

3. stole

4. mole

no lrl or lll

1. fame

2.bead

3. gas

4. fee

5. flght

6-pay

final lrl

fear

dear

store

more

/r/

framc

brccd

grass

frcc

fright

pray

ina1/1/

5.bowl

6.tilc

7.while

8.■lc

final lrl

bore

tire

wire

fire

/1/

■almtc

blccd

glass

flcc

■ight

play

:11'|lalab 4.66
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Sentences for Practice
1. lt's always廻 :leasurable to iravel first ctlass.

2. He was clearly surp二 ised aboutthe prornotion.

3. The presidentitties in his 12工 ivate airplane.

4. 丁he training ttOgram Ⅵ洲itake I≧laCe ea■ly in the s=ing

5. l plan to regula」 yp=actice playing the fluteメ

6. Everyone wentto Brenda'S Surp=ise partyx

ア. I traveled to ttritain iast spring.

8. ::壁equentiy fly tO三10rida to visit my friend.

9。  ⊆:lara:00ked t=uly:OVely in herL≧ ltleり10uSe.

■0。 Brian is fluentin French.

Review or/r/and/1/

餞》‡a‡◎gttes f③『 P「acttce

l.  a.Laura haS Cuェ :y LEOWn hai工・

b.HowevcL hc=b=othcr Cari has straight blond hair.

2.

3

4

5.

6.

a. What is that lawye1's ovega!! pliolity?
b. Pfobably to win every t1ial.

a. I am gladua![r learning to plonounce all the vocabula1y correctly,

b. Beally? It's tgu[r wonde4fu! to hear that!

a. Have you heald the fairy tale about Cindelella?

b Yes, she was a poor gi4l who 1a1ely felt pletty.

a. Cent4al Palk is a geat place fo11o!!e1b!ading.

b. And it's only sevelal minutes tom hct !a1ge apaltment

4.69
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a. I heald he speaks seve4al languages fluently.
b. Yes, he speaks Flench, English and Italian fluently.
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7. a. He's an incledibly talented flute player.

b. He also legularly plays the cla1inet.

Poems for Practice

Alchertty

l liftiny hCart aS Spring」ftS up

A yc1low daisy to thc=ain;

My hca=t witt bc a lovcン cup

Altho'it holds b■ pain.

For l shalllcarn frOnl f10wcr and leaf

Thtt C010二 CVe二y drOp thCy h01d,

TO Change thC lifCICSS WinC Ofg=iCf

T01iVing g01d.

Sara rlleasdale,(1915)
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鯰畿「ter

Lit has lovcliness to sen,

A」 bcautifuLand SplCndid thingS,

BluC WaVCS WhitCnCd On a ttiff,

Soaring■ rc that sways and sings,

And childrcn's hccs looking up,

HOlding WOndC=likC a Cup.

Lit haS bVClinCSS tO SCll,

4ゝ:uSiC likC a CurVC Ofg01d,

Sccnt ofpinc trccs in thc=ain,

Eycs th江 lovc you,arms thtt hold,

And br you二 Sp地卓ts stiュ dclight,

HOン thOughS thtt Star the nlght・

SpCnd all yOu haVC fbr 10VClinCSS,

Bluy it alld nevcr count thc cost;

For onc whitc singing hour ofpcacc

Count many a yCa二 〇fStit WCl110St,

And fbr a brcath ofccstasy

Givc all you havc bccn,or could bc.

Sara■leasdale
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iT=he/v/5ound

To produce the "v" sound correctly, make sure that the lower lip touches the upper teeth.

People who speak quickly have a tendency to drop this sound at the end of words. Others
may confuse it with an /f/ sound and some others change it to a lbl or a/w/ sound.

Words for Practice
vcry

verb

vote

eleven

involve

achieve

have

twelve

five

@
Sentences for Practice

1. Five of Dayid's relatives live in Vienna.

2. Steve and Viyian will come over at eleyen.

3. I believe he will moye to Yermont in Noyember.

4. Whoeyer is involyed will be investigated.

5. Twelve of us droye to the river near Vegas.

6. Avoid drinking Vodka every day.

7. They served flavorful veal and a variety of vegetables"

8. l've been given a fayorable eyaluation.

9. lwould've invited you over but I had a feyer.

10. They've neyer belieyed my viewpoint.

|||‖‖||||‖榊:藝■||11111111111「 ||||
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Understandine /b/ Versus /v/
"I'ye been rich and I'ye been poor -- and belieye me, rich is better."

Sophie Tucker

Non-native speakers of some languages have a hard time distinguishing between the lbl and

the lvl. Remember, for lvlthe upper teeth touch the lower lip. For lb/both lips touch and

fully close so that no air escapes.

Word Contrasts
lvl

vest

very

vow

tbt

bcst

berry

bow

層
　
嘲

tbl

bet

curb

boat

curvc

votc

Word Pairs in Sentences

t. That's a very good berry.

2. That's the best vest.

3. Can you vote on a boat?

4. Park next to the curb on the curve.

5. I bet he's a vet.

Sentenctts fo鑽 瑯ractice

l. Beverly is very]奎 uSy deVe10ping her new LuSiness.

2. ′ヽince loves basketttall and baseba‖ .

3. 』len drotte to Las]量 egas in his black Vol菫 o.

114    ξ、嗜astering the Arnerican Accent
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4. I believe they've been to Virginia before.

5. Did Vivian have a birthday in November?

6. They'ye never been able to prove it, have they?

7. Cucumber and broccoli are Qen's favorite vegetables.

8. Gabriel was oyerwhelmed when he won the Nobel Prize for the novel

丁he/w/Sound
The ryestion is not whether we will die, but how ye will live."

Joan Borysenko

The lwl sound requires the lips to be fully rounded and pushed forward a bit. Many non-
native speakers confuse the lvl and the /d sounds. To avoid this mistake, make sure that
your bottom lip is not touching your upper teeth when you are saying the lwl. Let's first
practice the lwlto make you are pronouncing it correctly. Then we will practice lvl and lwl
together.

@
Word for Practice

always

wish

flower

work

well

window

wife

swim

q+w〓 /kw/
Words that are spelled with qu are pronounced as /kd:

quick quiet

question quality

require frequent

||1鰹:当|‖1111■1菱
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Word Pairs for Practice
whlte wine

always working

quick wedding

powerful wind

weak witness

wonderful weekend

anywhere you wish

twenty flowers

windshield wiper

frequent question

l⊃)ia‡ ogue for Prttc・Ice

謬‰1:穐te『 盛ヽ√eattte「

a.1 lvondcr whcn thc wcathcrコ ニill gctュvarl■ cr.

b.1翌ILy arC yOu al】匡ayS Whining abOutthCコ 型CathCr?

a.It's always so wct and]に indy. 1 lvould lovc to go for a quick sュ inl or a walk in thc=oods.

b.IttCll,=ait a ttW WCCkS and it=On't bC SO=Ct and=indy

a.I wish you=crc right,butin a fcw】 Eccks itコこ11l still bc l蟹inter.

b。 ()K thcn,wc'1l havc to nlovc」 配CSt. R4aybc to llolly.壼:00d,WhCrc thcコ型Cathcr isユ Varnlcr.

a.璽 OW,What a WOndCrfulidCa.But waitl璽 hCrC Will WC=Ork?

b.Ш C WOn't haVC tO WOrry abO■ WOrk OnCC WC gCt■ erC・ H01ly=00d=ill WCICOmC uS・

Wc'1l becomc=cahtt mwic stars.

a.1亜yakc up and stop yourコこishful thinking.

Song Lyrics for Reading Practice "u/" sound
熊
Afte『 Yo韻 Cet ttVれ at Yo載 鶴Vattt yott Do織 'ξ ∨Vant‡ t"

Eχ

“
ψ′′ο″α肋″g ttI′ツ′昭Bθ″′J“

Aicr you gctl=hat you=ant,you don't:里 ant it

lfl gavc you thc nloon,you'd groyy tircd ofit soon

3,7.6 Mastering the American Accent
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You're like a baby

You gant what you gant when you gant it

But after you are presented

With what you gant, you're discontented

You're alrvays wishing and ganting for something

When you get what you want

You don't want what you get

And tho' I sit upon your knee

You'll grog tired of me

'Cause after you get what you gant

You don't gant ghat you wanted at all

:JInderstanding/v/ヽゴlersus/uF/

You are neyer giyen a yish without also being giyen the poyer to make it come true. You may
haye to workfor it, howeyer." Riard Bach

隕屹鱚躙躙

VVord(3◎濾trasts

vlnc

VOW

winc

WOW

lvl

vest

VCTSE

veal

ノw//プ

wctvct

VVord Palrs

eyery week

very well

wise inyestment

weigh the vegetables

gest Virginia

lw/

west

worse

wheel

wonderful yoice

white yan
yaluable watch

gear the yest

geird video
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Sentences for Practice
t. Victor's wife Yicky was very wise.

2. lt was very warm alltitreek.

3. Don't vvear your valuable watch this weekend

4. When willVick weigh the vegetables?

5. Were you involved in Vivian's wedding plans?

5. Will we view the video on Wednesday?

国
響“he/s/and/z/Sound艤

lz,l lsl lzl i'zl lsl lsl lzl iz,l lzl lsl
A bird doegn't Sing becauge it hag an angwer, it gingg becauge it hag a gong.

Maya Angelou

The letter s is sometimes pronounced as a lzl sound and sometimes as a /s/ sound. When the

s follows a consonant, there are rules for how you pronounce it, but when it follows a vowel

there are no rules--so it's best to just memorize the exceptions. Studying the four basic rules

on the following page will also help you.

巨亜三壺立
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Rules for Pronouncing /s/ and /z/

Rule 1
When an s follows avoiceless consonant, it is pronounced as /s/.

books stops makes likes
eats cats helps surfs

鏃験‡e倉

Whcn an s fbllows aッθ′εθ
`ダ

consonant or a vowcl,itis prOnOunccd as/z′

eggs               bcds         livcs         cars

coコnes              boys         10ans        fじ els

h懇:eS

Doublc s is pronounccd as/s/

boss             less        succcss

lnassivc             lcssOrl        cssay

Ⅳθ

"f eXC`2ptions:′
θSSCSSわ ″,scJssθだ ,αθsscr′ (ss sounds likcた /)

Rule 4

An cxtra syllablc is added tO wOrds that end with an``s''before thesc cOnsOnant sOunds.

Thc final s is pronounccd as/z/

sound:       consonalnt:    exanlples:

/化/      g      mttagcs
changes

washes

dishes

churches

matches

bosses

faces

boxes

faxes

′

　

　

Ψ

　

　

〃

　

　

燃

動
　
　
　
　
励

S,SS,θ

χ

Chapter Four I Problematic Consonants 119



郵販面扉
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Study Tip
Memorize these very common words that are spelled with a

final s. The s is pronounced as lzl and not as lsl.

、vas his

has

these goes

those does

whose always

bccausc

hcrs

Verbs and Nouns and the Letter s

The following words that are spelled with a s have a lzl sotnd if they are verbs and an lsl

sound ifthey are nouns.

noun: verb: noun: verh:

lsl lzl lsl lzl

use to use house to house

abuse to abuse excuse to excuse

close to close advice to advise

ｌｓ

　

ａｓ

趾師画亜

一
Ｉ
■

●
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Dialogues for Practice

tzi
a. Do you still use this?

lsl
b. No, I have no use for it any more.

l't l
a. Where will they house their guests?

lsl
b. They have a guest house.

lzl
a. Does he abuse drugs?

lsl
b. Yes, he's getting help for his drug abuse.

lz.l

a. Please excuse me.

た/

b. I don't accept your excuse.

t//
a. Would you close the door?

lsl
b. You do it. You're close to it.

lzl
a. Can you advise me on this?

lsl
b. Sure, I can give you some advice.
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Sentences for Practice
Remember to pronounce all of the final lsl sounds of plural nouns and of verbs with third
person singular form (he, she, it). Say the following sentences quickly, making sure that you

are not forgetting the "s" endings.

7. A dishwasher washes dishes.

2. A bus driver drives buses.

3. A mechanic fixes cars,

4. A teacher teaches studentg.

5. A watch maker makeq watches.

6. A realestate agent sells houses.

Story for prac'日 ce

Ⅱ:3『 k'3巾aV

lsl liz,l liz,l lsl

Every morning he getl up early, brushes his teeth, washes his face and eatg breakfast. He

lizl lzl lsl lizl lizl
kisses his wife and kids goodbye. He takeg two bussq to work. He usually manag

/z/    ル/        ん/    /iz/     /z/
gctto wo■ bcbrc his cowo■ c理・Hc rcadi his cm五 1,chccki mcssaglS and Кturnユ phonc
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/z/     /s/          々/     /s/      /s/   た/     /izl
CalL HC SpCaktt With hiS C01lCagucs and clicntt and conductt nlcctings.Hc focuscs on

/s/    た/              な/
his daily tasktt and likcs to takc only 30 1ninutcs fo■ lunch.

回嗣園Й餃

T=he/■/Sound― Pronouncing nlg

There's as much risk in doirynothing as in doing somethlng.

Trammell Crow

In American English, the flnal g in the word ending -ing should not be dropped, but it should

not be over pronounced either.

Don't say: I'm goin shoppin." And don't say "I'm going shopping" by releasing the g too
strongly. To create the "ng" /g/ sound raise the back of the tongue and let it touch the soft
palate, which is back soft area of your mouth. Don't release your tongue whcn you say the

/g/, or just release it slightly. The mistakc of saying "goin' shoppin' " is that the tip of the

tongue is touching'the area right behind the upper front teeth for the /n/ sound. And when
you say going shopping, the mistake is that the lglis not released too much.

lttdividual Words

doiug

teachi4g

coming

Word Pairs

doing nothi4g

something wrolg

looki4g youlg

listcning

bcing

golユg

weddi4g ri4g

bri4g cvcrything

feeling stro4g

覇|‖ ||||‖‖|‖|1綺|‐
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Practice Sentences

1. Don't bring the wrong ring to the weddi4g.

2. I love running, skiipg and swimming.

3. He's looking your and feeli4g strong.

4. They sell anything and everythi4g in that clothing store.

Confusing /n/ and /n/ endings

Remember, for lnl as in thi4 the tip of the tongue touches the gum ridge, just behind the

teeth. For the lql as in thing the tip of the tongue is down, not touching anywhere. The
back of the tongue is up, touching the soft palate which is located in the back of your
mouth. Examine the illustrations below to see the difference.

/n/

´‐nヽ

/り /

|ドサ|‖岬|∬どlRI111111ヽ |IⅢ
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Word Contrasts with /n/ and /n/
／

ｎ

ｎ

ｎ

航

　

．ｗ‐
　

ｂａ
　

ｍ

／
′

．

・ｌｎ

　

　

ｎ

　

　

ｎ

加

　

ｔｈ

　

ｒａ
　

ね

/1/

thing

rang

fang

say:

instaaltbr

honefullv

apartment

wogf,g1[ - sounds like:"wo1kt"

tegflook - sounds like "tef,ggbook"

eIEa sounds like "eks,j4a"

vog!f,a

ht
wing

bang

rung

苺颯|◎颯鶴◎魏畿動量≪〕量はs竃黎)3

"Hold yourself regponsible for a higher standary! than anybody e[pects. of you. Never excuse

yourse!f,"
Henry Ward Beecher

Many languages do not have words that contain two or more consonants sounds together

called consonant clusters. When native speakers of thesc languages speak English, thcy
tend to skip one or more of the consonants. Makc sure that you pronounce every consonant

sound. Pay attention to words spelled with the letter "x" since it represents two consonant

sounds: /ks/ or lgzl. Also, many verbs which take the "ed" in the past tense consist of
consonant clusters. For example: "watg[gQ," "stop@,," "pig@."

Common words with consonant clusters
don't say:

"instan..ly"

ho..fully

apar..ment

wor...

tes..book

estra

vo..ka
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stre4g![

recogize

extreme

accept

next

stren...th

rcco..nlzc

r@
Pronunciation of x and cc

If the vowel following an x is stressed, the x is pronounced as lgzl, as in examine and exist.

If an x is followed by a consonant, or if it's at the end of the word, it is pronounced as /ks{ as

in expert and tax. Also, note that a double c produces a /ks/ sound, as in accent. If these

two sounds don't occur together in your native language, make sure that you are pronouncing

both ofthe consonant sounds.

Words for Practice for x and cc

extra

SUCCESS

accident

extract

context

extinguish

exact

expect

example

Sound Contrasts for Practice
Make sure that you pronounce the following word pairs differently. Notice that the first word
just contains an "s" sound and that the second word contains a fr and an s sound and is spelled

with the letter x.

lsl /ks/ lsl /ks/

nest next aspect expect

test text contest context

session section mass Max

||11)|||五tldl116.41103
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Dialogue for Practice

a. How did you do on the eg!4ance egam?

b. I wasn't so sugessful. I e5Bected to pass, but it was e1fia difficu![.

a. Did you study all the segllons of the te5.[book?

b. Yes, but I have to study harder on the nexj test and hopfully I will be sugessful.

a. When do you e4ect to take the negf test?

b. I will attemo[ it in SeEfember. I'll be ecstatic if I get acceE[ed at the beg! school.

Words ending with ts
Make sure that you pronounce both the ltl and the /s/ sounds in the following words. The ltl
will need to be pronounced softly in order to ensure a smooth transition to the /s/.

Words for Practice

Sound Contrasts
Make sure that you pronounce the following word pairs differently. The first word contains
just a /s/ or /z/ sound and the second word contains a ltl and, a lsl sound.

it's

that's

ls/ or lzl

is

stays

less

fax

states

lasts

/ts/

its

statcs

lcts

ねcts

what's

doubts

lsl or lzl

was

pains

knees

lies

Itsl

what's

paints

nccds

lights

11● ||■ |■
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Sentences for Practice
1. There are three flights to the United States.

2. She adds and subtracts the costs.

3. Please give the dales to the coudq.

4. The applicants signed the contracts.

5. He accepts the facts about the Democrats.

lVVords ending with Js

Make sure that you pronounce both the ldl and /z/ sounds in the following words. The /s/ is

pronounced hke a lzl sound because it's followed by ldl, which is a voiced consonant. The ldl
will need to be pronounced softly in order to ensure a smooth transition to the lz/.

Words for Practice
needs

decade s

cars

sends

friends

flnds

cards

feeds

kids

sounds

rlsc

lcns

bills

rides

lends

builds

燒吻吻写鷲

VVord Contrasts

4ヽakc surc that you that you pronouncc thc fbllowing word pairs difR〕 rcntly.′「 hc first word

containsjust a/z/sound and thc sccolld、汀ord contains a/d/and a/z/sound.

/z/      だz/      /z/      /dz/

fines

λcs
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Sentences for Practice
1. David's and Ed's kids are fギ iends.

2。  She feed墨 :_the Cattt and cieans the yar」』§.

3. ~「he brides got dianlonds fronl their husbands,

4. He accepts rides frorTl friends.

5. He needs the facts aboutthe debts.

Chapter Four I Problematic Consonants ｎ
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勁yttuble St「ess
A syllable is a small unit of speech that consists of a vowel or a vowel and one or more

consonants. Stressed and unstressed syllables form the basis of the rhythmic pattern of
English words.

Many languages place the same amount of stress on each syllable. For example, in many

languages the word banana is pronounced as:

ba na na All three syllables are stressed equally.

In English, we pronounce the word as:

ba na na The second syllable is stressed.

The vowel within the stressed syllable is longer, louder and higher in pitch. The vowel within
the unstressed syllable is reduced and becomes a neutral, short vowel called the "schwa" and

is pronounc ed as lal. It can be spelled with a, e, i, o, or z. All of the five vowels can sound

the same if they are part of a reduced syllable. As you can see, it is more important to know

which syllable is stressed than how the word is spelled. If people sometimes don't understand

a particular word that you are saying, chances are you stressing the wrong syllable.

Nole.' Phonetically, banana looks like this: /be 'nr;nel. The small accent symbol in front
of the lnl indicates that the syllable which follows is stressed. Your dictionary may have

different stress markers.

颯心切鶯財躙晰縣 膠勒n5]鰺.蟷鰺瑕瞼鼈痣 聡靱蜻隧鱚鯰肋緻
Listen to the following word pairs and notice the changes in the vowel sounds, depending on

whether the syllable is stressed or reduced. The first word of the pair has only one syllable,

so the vowel must be fully pronounced. The second word has two syllables, with the second
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■))audib.も :11

CIHIII熙 ||1吻:TIIIII哩1職 ||||||||||1菫 1磯||||1舅 |1蘊

`〕

五心di6 5。 2



syllable reduced. Even though the cnding of the second word is spelled cxactly the same as

the first word, the vowel is pronounced differently because it's part of the reduced syllable.

Now listen to vowel changes of words that have aredr,rcedfirst syllable

・／

　
い＝

Ｅ

ａ

一

浅

ｍ

lel
salesman

んじ/
pose

為/
purpose

ｙ

ｃｅ

た

ｒａ
一

ん /

terrace
／
′
　
ｅ

．
■

＋
Ｌ

，た

‥‐ａ

一

ん/

choco:ate

lcl
cord

/3/

record

た:/
rage

/o/

courage

lx,l
fast

/3/

breakfast

′.'議了

land
ん/
Engiand

隧
/(L/

con
ん |

control

な)/
8d

ん /

advice

/′Q/
pod

ん/
podiatrist

/o/

ball

ん/
balloon

た/
red

ん/
reduce

あノ
o任

ん/
offend

/認/

mat
ん/

material

/総/

nlad
,/o,

Madrid
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(Cio爾1,aring Stressed and

Red嶺憑鶯鰺磯珀loweis
Let's compare some words that begin with the letter a. The first word has an initial a is part

of the stressed syllable and the second word has aL a as part of the reduced syllable. Pay

attention to the differences in pronunciation. The first word has an /ael sound and the second

one has an /e/ sound.

Word Pairs for Prac● ce

S竃『essed and reduced爾

apple app:y

写竃『畿ssett a爾緩F鬱ぽ験coM c

Now lct's practicc strcssing and rcducing thc letter ι in sonlc cornrnon words.′「 he nrst word

haS thC StrCSSCd irSt SyllablC and thC ι SOundS likC/8ん and thC SCCOndヽ VOrd haS thC unStrCSSCd

irst syllablc with thc ι sounding likc/Э′

enter

enemy

escape

ssed a=/ae/sound              ‐|‐ | ,dlucedlllll● |‐|=1/o/sound

absent about

address (noun)

after afford

address (verb)

adverb

allergy

adrnit

allergic

a‖y

angry

allow

annoyed

enJOyenvy

edit

extra

edition

exact

enough

explode

empty

episode
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Now lct's practicc strcss and rcduction ofthc lcttcr θ in wOrds that bcgin with`θ
“
.′「 hc nrst

word has a strcsscd nrst syllablc and thc sccond word has a rcduccd■ rst syllablc. In thc arst

WOrd thc cθ
“
sounds like/kanん and in thC SCCOnd Word the`θ ″sounds likc/kol14

鰤珀o「は3囀 e轟量4魏量鰊呻濶炒t饒 妙∬◎

Lct's practicc sonlc lnorc wOrds with thc stresscd and rcduccd θ.′I｀hc f01lowing arc vcry

conllnon words that arc spcllcd withf'rθ . In thc■ rst word,thc■ rst syllablc is strcsscd and

thCrCbrC thCP″ SOundS likCわ rOu/,and in thC SCCOnd WOrd the nrst syl眺 lc is rcduccd and the′ ″

sounds like/pro/.
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一
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●
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concert

contact conclude

concern

conflict

consclous

confess

confirm

contrary

concept

continue

confuse

confident

contract connect

convince

produce

proceed

product

process

problem

profit

procedure

professor

progress

probably

professional

pronounce
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Dangers of Stressing the Wrong Syllable

Stressing the wrong syllable sometimes creates misunderstandings because people think you

are pronouncing a completely different word. The following words are great examples of why

syllable stress is such an important component of the American accent.

1. noble honorable, distinguished, aristocratic

Nobel a prestigious award of achievement

He won the Nobel Prize for his noble effort.

2. invalid a sick or disabled person

invalid not valid, void

The invalid has an invalid permit.

3. personal individual, private

personnel a group of people employed in an organization or a place of work.

Some of the personnel have some personal problems.

4. eligible worthy of choice, suitable, legally qualified

illegible impossible or hard to read

You won't be eligible for that position if your handwriting is illegible.

5. pronouns parts ofspeech that substitute for nouns, such as he or she.

pronounce to say words, to utter

Can you pronounce those pronouns correctly?

6. comedy a humorous drama or play

committee a group of people elected or appointed to perform a
function.

The committee watched a comedy.

7. advantages

advantagcous

benefits or gain

beneficial, useful
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It would be advantageous to learn about the advantages of that method.

8. decade ten years

decayed become rotten or ruined

Their relationship has decayed in the past decade.

9. access ability or right to enter

excess extra, additional

Do you have access to the excess data?

10. content (noun) the subject matter of a book, speech, etc

content (adjective) satisfied and happy

Are you content with the content of that letter?

11. career profession

carrier a person or company that carries or transports something

He had a career working for an aircraft carrier.

12. discus a heavy disc of metal thrown in an athletic competition

discuss to talk over in detail, to examine in speech or writing

The discus throwers discussed the competition.

⑮‡畿隆仄写ξ楊

Make a list of commonly used words at your workplace or your
field of study. Ask a collcague or classmate who is a native
speaker to pronounce the words for you as you rccord them.

Listen to the recording, carefully noting which syllablc is stressed.

@
General Rules for Stress Placement

P:

Chapter Five l Syllable Stress 撃35

This section will givc you some general guidelines and patterns of American English syllable

stress. Kccp in mind that there are many exceptions to these rules and that English syllable

stress can be quite irregular. Get into the habit of using your dictionary or asking native
speakers to pronounce new or confusing words for you.

HELPFUL



まヽlo悪鐵skぽ :ttt WYΥ⑬ Sy‡ lables

響ヽreFbs VVit鶴
・・
T:爾o Syllab‡ os

Noun and Verb Pairs

The following pairs of nouns and verbs are spelled the same but pronounced differently
because of changing syllable stress. Make sure you reduce the vowel in the unstressed

syllable.

action

irSt Sy‖ abl.9           11‐ |||||||||   ‐

teacher

paper father

building window

concert garden

produce attach

employachieve

apply include

succeed destroy

I NOUNS    
‐‐‐|||||||||||| VER3S 苺||||||

addict addict

conduct conduct

conflict conflict

contest contest

convert convert

convict convict

detct dcfect

desert dcsert

lncrcasc lncrease

insult insult

object object

present present

producc produce

progrcss progress

rebel rebel

record record
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research research

subject subject

suspect suspect

Nole.' Some of the above words have differcnt meanings in the verb and noun forms

爾鰤瑕踵塚

Pracl日ice Sentences

Undcrline the stressed syllables in the verbs and nouns in italic letters. To check your

answers, listen to the audio.

Sentences for Practice
1. The singer wants lo record a new record.

2. The drug addict is addicted to heroin.

3. He insulied me with a rude insult.

4, I would like to presenf all of the presenf members"

5. This permif permits you to park your car here.

6. They profesfed in the protest.

7. Do you object to this object?

8. The convict was convlcfed again.

9. I suspecithat they caught thesuspecf.

10. They are going to contest the results of the contesf

颯剛ぽ回■

lD)ialogtte for● rac●ce

Woman:

Man:

Woman:

Man:

Woman:

Man:

Have you heard? The police caught the suspect!

Do you mean the one who is suspected of robbing the bank?

Yes, I heard that he had a criminal record.

Oh really, what crime was he convicted of?

He's a drug addict who has been robbing banks to support his addiction.
How many years do you think he will spend in prison?
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Woman: A maximum of ten years. But he might be released early on good

conduct.

4ヽan If he conducts himself badly and insults the prison guards, I wondcr if his

sentence will be increased.

Woman: I don't know. I haven't heard of a prison term increase for insults and bad

conduct.

Words Ending in -tion and -ate

Words that end with -ate have stress on the first syllable. Nouns ending with -tion however,

have stress on the syllable before the suffix.

-ate Endings of Verbs and Nouns
b. The "ate" word ending is fully pronounced fully in verbs but reduced in adjectives
and nouns.

l. a.separate leltl (rerb)

b. scparate /Itl (adjective)

2. a. alternate /elt/ (verb)

b. alternate /Itl (adjective)

3. a. graduate /elt/ (verb)

graduate /Itl (noun)

4. a. estimate /elt/ (verQ

b. estimate /Itl (noun)

They have decided to separate.

They will live in separate houses.

He alternates between feeling huppy and sad.

Do you have an alternate plan?

He will graduate next spring.

He will bc a college graduate.

Can you estimate the cost of the repairs?

I would like to havc an estimate of the costs.

activate activation

celebrate celebration

congratulate congratulation

demonstrate demonstration

donate donation

frustrate frustration

irnitate imitation

locate location

ロポ覇野
=冨
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5. a. duplicate /elt/ (verb)

b. duplicate /Itl (noun)

6. a. appropriate /elt/ (verb)

b. appropriate /Itl (adiective)

I will duplicate this document.

Plcasc make a duplicate of it.

They city appropriated the moncy for the new park.

It was an appropriate decision.

Stressed Suffixes

For words with the following suffixes.' -ee, -ette, -ique, -ese, -eer, and -ain, place the stress

on the sufflx.

Rules fo『 謬難鯰綺xtts

Sometimes a prefix is stressed and other times it's not. Prefix * verb combinations usually
have second syllable stress. Here arc a fcw examples.

However, if the prefix * the root word function as a noun, the first syllable is stressed.

With reflexive pronouns, thc last syllablc is strcssed.

cmployee trainee cigarette

cassette unlque boutique

Japanese Chinese cngineer

volunteer maintain explain

||:奎|||」 ||||||||1濤
_離 ■‐‐篠

oversleep overdo understand undertake

outlive outperform rcwrite redo

oversight overdose undertakcr underwear

re■ 11 repcat outsourcing outcome

myself yourself hilnself

herself itself ourselves
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Practice with Prefixes

Practice saying the following groups of words with the samc prefixes, paying attention to the

changes in stress. In the nouns, stress the prefix. In the verbs, stress the root word.

Practice Paragraph

Underline the stressed syllables in the verbs and nouns in italic letters. To check your

answers, listen to the audio.

了枷e)「◎test

Underline the stressed syllables in the verbs and nouns in italic letters. To check your

answers, listen to the audio. The protesters gathered in front of the government building
expecting to confront the elected officials. They were protesting the recently uncovered

corruption. ltis believedthatthe officials were inside the building discussingthe conflict.

The crowds threatened to disrupt the meeting. Some workers complained abott receiving

threats from the protesters. The mayor confirmed that he would conduct an investigation

and try to resolve the conflict. The sheriff will asszsl him to cctmpile all the details of the

investigation. The mayor assured the public that he would make an elfort to protect the

citizens from further corruption.

pre… preview, prefix prevent, prepare, predict

per¨ permit perform, persuade, permit

produce, protect, proposepro¨ product, process, profit

con… concert, contest, confl ict confess, control, conduct

corn― complex, compound compete, complain, compare,
compose, compute

de‐ detail, defect, decrease deny, demand, defend

discuss, distrust, disturbdis‐ discount, discourse, district

a access, addict, anchor agree, apply, admit

140 Mastering the American ,Arcent

1)a● dio 5。17

(〕 audio 5118

PrefiX■+FOOt WOrd=NOUN PFeftF■ |||lrむOt W“d■IVERB

streζ s the prefix ISti姦奎蓋:FもOtlw6rdl



HELPFUL
P!

孟亀鰺隧
「
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Choose a short one to two minute section of your workplace
speech or prescntation. Record yourself, then listen and identify
one or two areas to improve (such as lrl, lthl, or syllable stress

patterns) Makc small, consistent corrections instead of trying to

fix evcrything at once.

lVl写
′
⑬,讚緻 馴◎F酢軍燿s畿籟燒 郎y量量はレ量奎 ヅ竃断畿懲鰺≪〕饒憑麹轟es

When a word changes from a noun to a verb or adjective or adverb, frequently the stress

placement changes as well. Listen to these common words that non-native speakers tend to

mispronounce.

politics political politician

photograph photographic photography

compete competitive competition

economy economical economize

democrat democracy democratic

family familiar familiarity

necessary necessarily necessity

hospital hospitality hospitable

origin originality original

mechanic mechanism mechanical

define deflnition definitely

vary variety variation

courage courageous

probably probability

geography geographic

memory memorial

Canada Canadian

ignore ignorance
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Sentence Pairs for Practice
1. He likes politics.

He wants to be a politician.

2. I love photography.

Do you take a lot of photographs?

3. He studied economy.

He is an economical shopper

4. Do you know that family?
Yes, they're familiar to me.

5. He is a very good mechanic.
He is fixing the mechanism.

6 Their opinions vary.
There is a variety of opinions in the room.

7. We celebrate Memorial Day.

It's in memory of the veterans

8. Do you know the origin of your name?

No, it's pretty original.

9. He is a registered Democrat.
He watched the democratic debate on TV.

10. It is not necessary to do that.

I don't necessarily agree.

11. He likes to compete.

He's always been very competitive.

Reduced Vowels for Review

As a final review of this important chapter on stress and reduction, you will have an

opportunity to break thc habit of pronouncing each vowel fully, as you would in your
native language. You must remind yourself that one of the most important factors to a great

American accent is the concept of stress and reduction.
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Read the word list bclow, one row at a time, making sure that the vowel of the unstressed

syllable is reduced and pronounced as lel,the schwa. Thc vowel spelling changes, but the

vowel sound is the samc in all of these groups of words.

彦`響
:olFds懺
動顧‡濾箪‡識ノ91/

V珀◎Fds c嬢嬢‡鶏g in/9n/

VVo『嬢sc醗緩‡ng:o/s「/

1 ‖tle social level awful symbol

2. gamble mental marvel beaujful idol

3 able inal travel careful capitol

4. double practical angel faithful

5 cycle local bagel harmful

6. handle animal novel thankful

1 ocean fasten comrnon fiction

2 American children person nation

3 urban chicken lesson million

4. German dozen lron direction

5 woman given melon attention

6. veteran driven Jefferson action

ER OR

grarnmar teacher visitor culture

2 popular driver liquor measure

3 sugar slnger actor inJure

4. familiar answer color future

5 nuclear sister Jun:or failure

6 regular border rnaJOr pressure
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朝覇1嗣胴理
げ``響
:o「
ds ending‡ n/es/

lV鷲Ψ:oFd5 ettding i∩ ノ9爾避/

Note: In this group of words the first syllables, rather than the last, are reduced.

1 terrace cautious purpOse

2 necklace fabulous

3 palace dangerous

4. grlmace curious

5 surface delicious

6. preface religious

饉 晰 ENT

1. distant present

2. elegant accent

3 infant talent

4 instant frequent

5 constant document

6 important payment

ざ1鼎hl"11111111墓 121華言|

『一一鶴
菫
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一一一一一一〓
0

1 attain enough obtain undo

2. achieve elect object unfit
3. admit effect observe untie

4 adore equlp obsess unhappy

5. awake exarn offend uncover

6. announce example occur unlock
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ln this chapter you will learn the rules of stressing words within sentences. If you stress

thc right words your speech will have a natural rhythm and mclody that is familiar to native

speakcrs. The stress and reduction of words creates the music of English.

Ifyour scntcnces arc difficult to understand, it could be that you arc not strcssing any

words, or else that you are stressing the wrong words. If you are not emphasizing any word
your speech will sound flat and monotone, and the listener will not know where one word
begins and another ends. If you arc stressing the wrong words your speech will sound very
foreign. For example, saying "I'll see you later." and "Have a nice day." sounds foreign to
the American ear. If you change the word stress and say: I'll see you later." and "Havc a

nice day." native speakcrs will rccognize afamrliar speech pattern and will be more likely
to understand what you said, cvcn if you are speaking quickly. So, if you have a tendency to

speak too fast, learning to speak with correct word stress will automatically force you to slow

down.

Sometimes when the word stress changes, the meaning also changes. For example,

"I went to the white house

or

o'I went to the White House"

The flrst example describes a house that is white, while the second one is name of the place

whcrc the US President lives. Let's now learn some rules of word stress.

Proper Stress with Cottnpound VVords

Compound words are made up of two or morc words that come together to create a new

word. In compound words the first word is stressed and the words are said together, with no

pausing between the words. Key and board are pronounced as keyboard.

Compound words can be formed in different ways. For example:

. Two nouns: newspaper, bookshelf, phone number

|ヨ,|■il`:2
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. An adjective and a noun: Bluetooth, White House. freelooder

r A noun and a verb: to babysit,to praofread,to daydream

Compound words can be written as one word (newspaper), or two separate words (credit card),

or sometimes with hyphens. (d au gh t e r - i n - I aw).

Colmlpou詭醸吻ouns
Make sure that you:

a. stress the first word

b. reduce the second word

c. pronounce the two words as one unit.

Example:

c CREDIT card (not: credit CARDI

. BOOK store (not: book SIORE)

Col¬lpound Nouns for Prac● ce

||||||||101Ⅲ III:||■ |||||||||||||||||||||||:

parking lot book shelf credit card football

parking ticket book cover postcard baseba:l

parking meter bookstore report card basketball

parking space bookmark green card meatball

backache toothache stomach ache heartache

bedroom bathroom classroom living room
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Job Titles as Compound Nouns
Many English job titles are compound nouns. Some are written as two words, such as police

fficer, while some are writtcn as one word, such as sales person. Practice strcssing the first
word in each title and saying both words together smoothly.

珀当F馘鷹畿鶏as ttR「◎爾◎『醸懲

1.  :p。 lice ofnccr

2. bank tcllcr

3. software cnginccr

4.  history tcachcr

5. bus drlvcr

6. airline pilot

7.  ■ight attcndant

8. hair stylist

9.  of■ ce rnallagcr

10。 car incchanic

ll.■ 1■l actor

12.piano playcr

13. ballet danccr

14。 construction workcr

15。 business owncr

濶妙
:「

虫:驚em tts ⑬穐e`邸ξ躊雲ヅ

16。 salespcrson

17.bartcndcr

18.babysittcr

19.housekccpcr

20.flreflghtcr
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Fluency Boost
To increase your fluency learn these commonly used compound

words that describe people

(CiolγlpQttnd VVords Describing Peop‡ 鸞

VV「 :競e魏 os◎ ne w7o「緩

1・  baCkStabbCr(meaning:Sθ
“

θθηθ Wttθ  bθ′raッSθ′乃ιrS)

I trusted hinl,but hc turncd outto bc a bacikstabben

2. whistleblowcr(meaning:sθ
“̀θ“
ι wttθ  θχρθSθS″rθηgグθJ″g θrJ′′ιgα′α6′ルJク jη α

“θrgα″JZα″θリ
Bcing a whistleblower can takc a lot ofcourage.

3. loudmouth(meaning:sθ″θθ′θ wttθ ″′たsゎθ
“
夕εtt οr′θθわγグレ)

The loudコ nouth kcpt talking in thc inovic theater.

4. daredevil(meaning:sο
“
θθ
“
θ wttθ ′αた

`srな
たs)

Thc daredeviljumpcd Offthc cliffintO thc Occan.

5。 bookworm(meaning:sο
“
θθ
“̀wttθ

わνθs καttκg)

I was such a bookwornlin school.

6・  hOthead(rneaning:Sθ ,切θθ″θ・ '乃
θg`おακgrッ θαSJ4,)

I)on't arguc with hiln― hc's a hothead.

7. ■eeloadcr(meaning:sο
“
θοκθ″乃θ″たθs И万励θγ′gJソJ4g)

The freeloader ncvcr pays fbr dinnc■

8。 wa11■owcr(meaning:sθ
“
θθ
“
csカツθ′7ν′θ′加sθεJα′sJ′夕α′わ″め

Thc wall■ower didn't talk tO anyOnc atthc party.

9。 WOrryWart(meaning:Sο
“ `θ“

W力θ Wθ′″たSわθ
“

γθの

My mothcrthc worrywart calls me nvc timcs a day.

10・ deadbC江 (meaning:Sθ
“ `θ
″θW力θ ανθJdS rθ SpθκSJbJ′Jケ)

Thc deadbeat didn't pay his bills again.

11・ g00fball(meaning:α S〃″θrνわθ′お乃′θだθの
The goofball was nlaking funny faccs in class.

12.chatterbox(meaning:sθ
“
θθηι w力θ′α′たsα ′θの

Evcn in thc library,the chatterbox couldn't stay silcnt.
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13. peacemaker (meaningi someone who tries to stop arguments)

The peacemaker helped cveryonc calm down.

14. heartbreaker (meaning: someone who breaks heqrts emotionally)
Her friends warncd her not to date the heartbreaker.

15. busybody (meaning: someone overly interested in other people's business)

The busybody is always watching us through the window.

⑬軋1横ett es two wo『ds

l・  COuCh pOtatO(mean:ng:Sθ
“

θθ″θ′αZッ ″力θ Wαた力θS α ′θ′Q/.7;/)

Lct's go fbr a walk.I])on't bc a couch potato.

2. night owl(meaning:sθ
“
θο′ι″乃θs′αツS νpル′θ)

1'■l a night owl and usually go to bcd aftcr nlidnight.

3. party animal(meaning:sθ ″θθ″θ″乃οわνθs′αr′′θめ
IIc uscd to bc a rcal party animalin collcgc

4.penmy pinchcr(meanlng:sθ″θθ′θッθ′ッθαrc/レノ″J′力″θκ
`ツ
)

′
「 hc penny pincher ncvcr buys anything unncccssary.

5。  go‐gcttcr(meaning:α 4α″ιJ″θ夕s,θ′θrgθ′たρθだθの
Shc's a go…getter who always rcachcs hcr goals.

6。  big shot(meaning:α″′
“
pθ′″″′θ′′4/7νθ

“
′′α′ρθrsO″)

Thc CEOlis a big shot in thc busincss world.

■ knOW― it―all(meaning:Sθ
“
θθ″θ Wttο ′′7′″た、,ルッた

“
θW θソι′ッ′力j′g)

Nobody likcs a know― it―all who corrccts cvcryonc.

8.show―off(meaning:sθ
“
θθ
“
θ wttθ ′清θs rθ グJ∫ρ′αツ腸θJr αbJノ″′′θめ

T'hc show…off kcpt talking about his ncw car.

Colmttound Nouns with Three lVortts

Stress the first word in these compound nouns within compound nouns

cell phone number basketball coach

football game tllood pressure medicine

bedroom furniture website address

high school girl parking lot attendant

「ゆ:=百百百百

闊ヨ:壁嚢≡
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Dialogue for Practice

Goi穐 8◎ 勁 朧 Btts‡ 爾鸞鴛5軍『 ip

a.I'In gctting rcady lた )rn■y business trip.

b.IIavc you bought your airline ticket?

a.Ycs,I gota windo■v scat.

b.IIavc you lnadc hotel rcscrvations?

a.1立Ics,I got a hotel rooln with a nicc view。

b.IIave you packed your suitcase?

a.I still nccd to pack n■y bathing suit and running sllocs.

b.Why arc you taking a bathing suit and ruIIIlillg shocs on a business trip?

a.:Bccausc thc hotcl has a swilnlning pool and a workout roonl.

b.E)on't fbrgct your laptop.

a.It's on lny checklist.

b.And your sIIlartphonc.

a.()h,I won't.I don't go anywhcrc without nly sl■ artphonc.
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hemem鰈畿鯖:

Stressing a word means that the stressed syllable of the

word is:

1. louder-I have anice WEEKend

2. longer - Have a nice weeeekend.

t3. higher in pitch - have a nice weekend.

Proper Stress with Adiecuves

When an adjective is followed by a noun, the noun is gencrally stressed more.

nice day blue eyes

big house goodjob

small room old man

long time first grade

When two adjectives precede a noun, stress thefrsladjective andthe noun. The noun gets

the most stress.

Practice Sentences

Make sure that you stress the noun more than the adjective.

7. John has blue eyes and blond hair.

2. He has two sons and three daughters.

3. You did a great job working on the new project.

4. Did you get a good deal on that new car?

~¬
_「
~ ~¬

_「
~

big blue bus nice old man

really nice day cute little girl
short black hair big brown eyes

1')島色di0 6.10
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5. They bought an expensive house in a nice neighborhood.

6. I read an interesting article about the famous architect.

7. We took a long walk after eating a big meal.

8. That little girlwith the curly hair is wearing a cute dress.

9. Her new boyfriend gave her red roses for her twenty-fifth birthday.

10. My favorite films are'American Beauty," "The Green Mile," and "Dark Knight."

Practice Sentences

1,. He's got big blue eyes and short black hair.

2. The nice young man helped the little old lady.

3. The big blue bus passed the little white car.

4. The rich young man bought that big old house.

P'ractice Sentences

AheCぽ Ve+COmp◎ 攣冬 兆⑮購爾

Now let's add adjectives to the compound nouns. The rules of stress still remain the same.

We stress the noun more than the adjective, and we stress the first word of the compound

noun.

1. i got a cheap plane ticket.

2. Do you like your new celi phone?

3. That's my old high school.

4. He's a farnouS FnOVie Star.

5. l watched an interesting Yloul丁 ubo video

6. 
‐
That's a large computer screen.

ア. He's my forrner college professor.

8. She has long fingernalls.

9. 丁hat's a diricult math proble:η .
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10. He's a rich businessman.

11. l'll give you my email address.

12. ls this the correct website address?

13. He went to a Ereat law school.

14. She wore a white wedding dress.

15. That new house has big bedrooms and small bathrooms

Word Pairs for Practice

Practice saying the word pairs while stressing the words in bold letters.

ColΥ戦簿Φ攣炒dN◎ 韻籟

swinl■ling pool

drug storc

newspapcr

credit card

sun glasscs

postinan

bus drlvcr

textbook

palIIl trcc

ingernails

girifricnd

Aな』喩CttVe+N③韻勲
dccp pool

largc store

nc、アpaper

plastic card

nice glasses

tali nlan

fast driver

good book

tall tree

long nails

gКtt■ iend

Chapter SiX I W。「d StreSS 153

翁卜□□国



Compound Noun trnd Adiective + Noun
Sentences for Practice

t. They had a good time playing football.

2. I bought some sunglasses at that new store.

3. My hairdresser has blond hair.

4. The postman brought me an important letter.

5. That salesman is a very nice man.

6. Her large apartment is on the third floor of that apartment building.

7. I left my cell phone in the front seat of my friend's car.

8. Let's go see the new film at the movie theater.

r@
Compound Nouns Containing Adjectives
Sometimes in a compound noun, the first word is an adjective that no longer carrics the

original meaning. The meaning has been lost and has become a part of a fixed phrasc or
common expression. For example the adjective super in the compound noun supermarket

doesn't make peoplc think of the true meaning of the word super. Here are some other

examples.

Words for Practice

1. White Housc

3. greenhouse

5. hot dog

7. bluejcans

2. high school

4. green card

6. Bluetooth

8. high rise
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歩hrasal Verbs

A "phrasal verb" is a verb * preposition combination that carries a special meaning. Phrasal

verbs are idiomatic; they cannot be translatcd word-for-word. For example, turn on, turn
olf, turn down, and turn up arc all phrasal verbs. These types of words are very common in
English and are often more frequently used than their one-word synonyms. For example, you

are more likely to hear "put out the flre" rather than "extinguish the fire." In phrasal verbs,

the stress is on the last word. Note the bold words in the examples bclow.

裔雉Ftts機‡

1.

Dialogues for Practice

鱚i畿『 やsi胃曹‡th曹襲館購

a.VVic don't nccd thc hcatc■

a.Tur■ 量 0■ (StOp,C斌 inguiSD

a.Thc inusic sounds good.

b.Turn it up.(inCrCaSC thC V01um0

a.Lct's watch TV

b.Turn it On.(t01ight,tO Starう

a.IIe's inl:polite.

b.ThatturnS ll■ 0 0ff.(diSguS0

a.Thc rnusic is too loud.

b.Turn it dOWn.(dCCrCaSC thC V01um→

a.Did he ask hcr out?

b.Shc turncd hiコ n dow・ .(racct a rcqucst or a pcrso・ 1)

a.:Hc told inc hc'd bc atthe party.

b.HC didn'tturn up.(appCar,arriV0

a.Did you ask fbr hclp?

b.Theyturned mc away(racct,К fuso

phrasal verb

He picked zp the box.

He put out his cigarette.

He looked over the material

synonym

He liftedthebox.

He ext ingu is h e d his cigarette.

He reviewed the material.

2.

3.

4.

5.

6.

7.

8.

■
●

●
一

一一一一一一一一
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一Noun Forms of Phrasal Verbs 
Sometimes the phrasal verb has a noun equivalent, or a "phrasal noun." In that case, the 
stress is on the first word. We say "work out" if it's a verb, and "workout", if it's a noun. 

Sentence Pairs for Practice 

Phrasal verbs (stress on second word) Nouns (stress on first word) 

I. The car was tuned up. My car needed a tune-up. 

2 I worked out yesterday. I had a great workout. 

3 The papers were handed out. We got some interesting handouts. 

4. They covered it up well. I beard about the cover up. 

5. A lot of food was left over. We ate leftovers for lunch. 

6. That really turns me off! That's such a turnoff! 

7. They let me down. It was a big letdown. 

8. The order was mixed up. We're sorry about the mix up. 

9. He dropped out. He's a high school dropout. 

10. I need to sign up for the class. Where is the sign-up sheet. 

一More Words for Practice 
Stress the first word in these phrasal nouns within compound nouns. 

back up plan pick up truck stand up comedy 

cut off date carry on case drive through window 

sign up sheet play back button sit down dmner 

check out ti me drop out rate make up remover 

warm up exercises workout room move in date 

156 Mastering the American Accent 



Sentences for Prac・轟
'ce

Strcss thc highlightcd words.

i. VVe have a lЭackup plan in case things donう t work《)ut.

2. lfound outthatrny pick up truck needs a tunQ up.

3. The rnarriage、Ⅳas called Ofr because the cOuple brOke up.

4. Let's eat out after our vvorkout.

5. }→ e called rne up to telir:le aboutthe hold up atthe bank.

6. VVe dressed up forthe sit― down dinneL

ア. Vヽe found outthatthe check― in time was put olに

8. l anl trying to cut dottyn on eating out.

9.  llooked it over and gave hirn the printout.

10.There was a rnix up atthe drive throughへ ″indow.

米tbbreviattons and Nu:γ lbers

Al、vays strcss thc last icttcr or thc last null■ bcr.Say thcin as onc、 vord.

Abb『evia哺◎晰s for Pracjce

lM[BA      CNN      FBI

UCLA     USA      PhD

JFK:        IBRI        AT&T

Nul職鰺畿rs for prac● ce

1992               $37.99

5:15               911

11:45              (31o)55ュー2382

:|(動 |||10も diOI
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Sentences for Practice
1. He arrived at LAX at B:25 AM.

2. He has a PhD from UCLA.

3. My SUV was made in the USA.

4. We arrived in the USA in 2002.

5. My class starts and 9:15 and ends at 10:45

Names of Places and People

When pronouncing a name, whether of a person or place, always stress the last word

Names of Places for Practice
New York

Central Park

South Africa

Venice Beach

George Washington

Bill Clinton

Tom Cruise

Las Vegas

Palm Springs

North Dakota

Mount Everest

John F. Kennedy

Martin Luther King

Julia Roberts

Names of People for Practice

Practice Paragraph

This passage includes examples of all of the diff-crcnt word stress rules you have learned

so far. Strcss the words in bold letters. The items you havc studied in this chapter-such
as compound nouns, names of people and places, phrasal verbs, abbreviations-arc in
italics.
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軍『:p to ttA

Stress the words in bold letters. The items you have studied in this chapter such as compound
nouns, names of people, phrasal verbs, abbreviations, etc, are in italic letters.

I am planning to visit the West Coast. I will take United Airlines flight 307.ltleaves JFK
at 9:00 am and arrives at LAX at l2:15. Ifound out that there's a three hour time dffirence
between LA and New York. I hope I get over my jetlag pretty quickly. After I check in at the

hotel, I will call a taxi cab to pick me up and take mc to Universol Studios. Who knows, I
might even see some famous movie stars like Tom Cruise and, Brad Pitt. Oh,I hope I don't
pass outt I also plan to visit Palm Springs and San Diego. On my way back,I'm planning a
layover in Lcts Vegas.I really think it's going to be a nicc getawqy.

Word Stress Within A Sentence

You will now learn the rules of stress and reduction within sentences. First let's learn how

words should sound when they are stressed. For now, just keep in mind that we generally

stress words that carry thc most mcaning.

Lengthening The Main Vowel ln Stressed Words
When the stressed word has only onc syllable, just prolong the word and make the vowcl
higher in pitch. If the stressed word has more than one syllable, make sure that the stressed

syllable of the word is prolonged and emphasized more than usual.

Prolonging the stressed vowel may sound cxaggerated to you, particularly if the vowel is

already a long vowel, such as lal and lnl and /ou/. For example, if you say, "It's really far."
or "Stop that!," the vowel sound may be much longer than it would sound in your native
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language. Don't say: "It's really far." Say: "It's really far (faaar)." Don't say "Stop that!" Say

"Stop (staaap) that!" Let's first get used to prolonging the vowels within stressed words since

this will create a distinctly American sound to your English.

Practice uttth｀メowel Length

〔ヽakc surc that you raisc your pitch and prolong thc undcrlincd vowclin thc strcsscd words

below.

5鼈Fessed Words、vith/o/

1.I gQt it.

2.I ttt a ncwjQb.

3.Ithink l ttt a newjQb・

5奄「essed VVords witれ /eeノ

1.I havc a ncw class.

2.I can'tstand i.

3.I can't stand nly new class.

4.1'1l call you back.

5....as so()Il as l can.

6.I'1l call you back as soon as l can。

Stressed iVVords、 Ⅳ:th/◎購/

1.It's so cold.

2.I didn't knovy.

3.I didn't k1low aboutit.

4.I didn't knovv it would be so cold.

StFessed iVプ◎『6sヽだ‡thノ 1/

1.HOW dO yOu tel?

2.Whcn did hc leave?

3.How did you fett Whcn hc hadto Lave?
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StFes$ett VV⑫ Fd修 福ぼ1蓬臨〆9/

1.Th誠 's awful.

2.It's too long.

3.Tha awhinユ VCl is too垣 ng.

4.I'III cxhaustcd.

5.I'vc bccn talking all day long.

6.I'm cxhaustcd iom tlkingユ 1l day lQng.

VVhich VVords Shou:d l Sttress?

Now that you had a quick introduction to how words sound when they are stressed and

reduced, let's learn the rules of which words are stressed and which are reduced.

Stress Content Words
Content words are the words that carry the most meaning. These words are usually nouns,

verbs, adjectives, adverbs and sometimes question words such as "when", "why", "where",

etc. If we removed the surrounding words and just spoke using content words, the general

idea of what we were trying to say would still bc understood.

For examplc if you heard someone say: "Went store morning." You would understand that
they meant: "I went to the store in the morning." Also, content words are like key words that
you would use when searching a topic on the internet. For example, you would only type:

"SYMPTOMS, HEART ATTACK," instead of "What are the symptoms of a heart attack?"

Another good example would be newspaper headlines. We would read: "SUSPECT

ARRESTED" instead of 'A suspect has been arrested," and "NEIGHBORS COMPLAIN"
instead of "The neighbors have been complaining."

As a general rule, the last content word of a phrase gets thc most stress. So, in the sentence

'A suspect has been arrested," arrested will get the most stress. Similarly wc don't say: "The
neighbors have been complaining." Instead, we stress the last content word and wc say:

"Thc neighbors have bccn complaining."

Now let's practice stressing content words and placing the most stress on the final content

word.
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Practice Sentences

Remember to stress the last content word in each sentence. Notice how the stress changes as

more information is added to the end. The underlined word gets the most stress.

1. I like bacon.
I like bacon and eggs.

2. It's black.
It's black and white.

3. Do you want salt?

Do you want salt and pSEf?

4. That's good.

That's a good idea.

5. It's hot.

It's a hot dgy.

6. I need it.

I need to go.

I need to go home.

I need to so home at five o'clock.

7. I saw him.
I saw the man.
I saw the man you told me about.*

*Note: "me" and "about" are not stressed because they are not content words.

8. He drove it.
He drove the car.

He drove the car he bought yesterday.

He drove the car that he bought from his friend.

Content VVo『ds in lDo鼈議書‡:｀Vierbs

Verbs arc action words, such as go, eat, and study. We emphasize main verbs more than thc

participles or gerunds that come before them. That's because words llkc can, could, am,

been, don't, and have (when it's a participle) are less important than the main verb.
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Practice Sentences

Notice how the verbs are stressed the most and how the surrounding words have been

reduced.

1. I'll call you.

2. I saw him.

3. I'll wait for you.

4. I have to go.

5. It's nice to meet you.

Stress藝 oヾuns艤艤鷺鯖ヾot P『onouns

We stress nouns like man, book, John, and Mary. We don't stress pronouns such as he, it, her,

and myself.

理)ractic@Sentenc薇艤

stressed noans:

He told John.

I like that car.

I need ajob.

Fβ″″
`ι

″′|″θ″θ
““
S」

Hc told hirn.

I like it.

I need it.

Content VVords in Deth馘 V`ierbs

PlaCC full StrCSS On an attCCtiVC ifit'S nOtfbl10WCd by a nOun.IfitiSibl10WCd by a nOun,

stress thc noun lnorc.

α″ι
``Jツ

ιαあ″ι=             α″θC′jツι+“θ
““
=

1.That was good.                That was a good illn.

2.It's rcalサ hot.            It'sa Кalけ hot d重軍・

3.It's longo                      lt's a long drlve.

4.John is niceo                    John is a nice lnan.
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Practice Sentences
1. Wait!

I'11 wait for you.

I can wait for you.

I am waiting for you.

I'l1be waiting for you.

I've been waiting for you.

I could've waited for you.

I could've been waiting for you.

I'll wait for you in the car.

I'll be waiting for you in the car.

I should've been waiting for you in the car.

2. Tell her.

He'll tell her.

He'lIbe telling her.

He didn't tell her.

He should have told her.

He should've been telling her.

He didn't tell his wife.

He should've been telling his wife.

He didn't tell his wife about the situation.

He should've been telling his wife about the situation.

3.I boughtit.

I bought a watch.

I bought a ncw,watch.

I bought a new gold watch.

I bought a ncw gold watch fbr hirn.

I bought a ncw gold watch:k)r his birthday.

I bought a ncw gold watch for his thirticth birthday.

I would havc bought a ncw gold watch for his thirticth birthday.
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4. He lost it.

He lost the money.

I think he lost the money.

I think he lost the money again.

I think he lost the money that I gave him.

He might have lost the money that I gave him.

I think he might have lost the money that I gave him.

Reducing Vowels in Unstressed Words
We reduce "function words." These types of words generally don't carry as much importance

or meaning as the content words. If they were eliminated, the sentence would still make

sense. Here is a list of the function words:

a. pronouns - he, she, you, they, mine, his, himself etc.

b. prepositions - to, in, Jbr, at, by, on, with, from, etc.

c. conjunctions - and, but, or, nor, so, yet

d. auxiliary verbs - am, is, wcts, were, do, does, been, have, can, could, should, etc.

e. articles - a, an, the

f. indefinite pronouns - one, some, any, anywhere, somewhere, anything, something,

etc.

There is one exception to the rule above: auxiliary verbs are stressed in their negative

forms. See below.

cガβF」%α
`Jツ

ιr

l can do it.

IIc should try it.

Id like it.

negative:

I can't do it.

He shouldn't try it.

I wouldn't like it.

Weak Forms

When a word is reduced we use the weak form of the word. The weak form is said more

quickly and more softy. The vowel becomes the schwa sound, lel.For example, the
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preposition "for" sounds like "fur" lferl, and "at" sounds llke letl. Let's now practice using

the weak forms of some commonly unstressed words.

Practice Sentences
lo becomes /tsl

l. I'd like ro go.

2. I need to talk to yotu.

3. I'd like to go to the park.

andhecomes lnl

1. bacon 'n'eggs

2.black'n'white

3. in n'out

4. rock 'n'roll

forbecomes /fsr/ (sounds like "fur")
1. Let's gofor a walk.

2.Waitfor John.

3. This isforBill.

4. I'm lookingfor my book.

canbecomes /ksn/

l.I can do it.

2. You can callme.

3. Con you swim?

4. When can you come over?

as becomes /szl

l. It's as big cs a house.

2.1'm as hungry as a wolf.

3. I'11 call you ds soon as I can.

4. Keep it as long ds you need it.
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ar becomes /er/

L Is it this one or that one?

2. I'll do it today or tomorrow.

3. I saw itfive or six times.

4. l'm leaving on Monday or Tuesday

Prac● ce IDialogues

Remembcr to rcduce thc vowel of the unstressed word.

t. Reducinghave

a. What've you been doing?

b- I've been studying.

a. What've you been studying?

b. l've been studying English.

a. How long've you been studying it?

b. l've been studying it tonight for two hours.

2. Reducing ftas

a. What has she been doing?

b. She's been watching TV.

a. What has she been watching?

b. She's been watching a film.

a. How long has she been watching it?

b. She's been watching it for an hour.

3. Reducing la

a. I have to goto the store.
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b. What do you need to get?

a. I need lo get some milk.

b. I'd like to come with you.

a. OK, but we need lo hurry. The store's about to close.

4. Reducing caz

a. When canyoudoit?

b. I can do it next week.

a. Can you do it sooner?

b. I can try.

5. Reducing some

a. I'm hungry.

b. Would you like some chicken.

a. I'd love some.

b. How abort some rice?

a. Some rice would be good.

b. And some ice cream and some cake for dessert?

a. No, thanks. I need to lose some weight.

6. Reducing azr

a. Do you like our rLew apartment?

b. Our old apartment was bigger.

a. But ournew one is cheaper.

b. That's true. We need to save our money to pay off our debts.

葬覆璽墨八墨ζ血憮

珊珊
・
師而

‐
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7. Reducingpr

a. I've been waitingfor youfor over an hour.

b. I'm sorry for making you wait.

a. You have excusesfor everything.

b. I was shopping/or apresentfor your birthday.

a. ls thatfor me? I forgive youfor everything.

B. Reducin g myselfo yo urself

a. I'm really ashamed of myself,

b. You need to forgive yourself andtell yourselfthat everyone makes mistakes.

You're drivingyourself crazy. Why do you doubtyourself so much?

a. I guess I can't help myself.

Fluettcy B麒鯰赳茫

{C10HlFF10tt Expressions with tts+

adieC」Ve+aS
To increase your fluency, learn these common expressions.
When saying these expressions, reduce as to lezl and connect all
three words smoothly. Don't pause between the words.

Practice Sentences

!. l'm as hungry as a wolf.

2. This bag is as light as a feather

3, He's as strong as an ox.

4. She's as quiet as a mouse.

5. This lesson is as easy as pie.

‐■)audio 6.44111.|||||||||||
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6. The night was as dark as coal.

7. My old computer was as slow as a snail.

8. The room is as clean as a whistle.

9. He's as stubborn as a mule.

10. That sports car is as fast as lightning.

11. The baby is as cute as a button.

12. This pizzais as good as it gets.

(meaning: it can't be improved; it's the best possible)

13. l've been as busy as a bee all week.

(meaning: very busy and active)

14. He's as sharp as a tack.
(meaning: very intelligent)

15. She was as cold as ice when I said hello.

(meaning: distant; unfriendly)

16. He was as cool as a cucumber under pressure.

(meaning: calm and relaxed)

17. She's very old but she's as fit as a fiddle.

(meaning: in good health)

18. Your explanation was as clear as crystal.

(meaning: very easy to understand)

Reducing Pronouns

In the chapter on word stress you learncd that pronouns arc not stressed. When we reduce the

pronouns, the first letter is often silent. For example, the letter ft is often silent for the words

he, him, his, her, and hers when these pronouns are not the first words of a sentence. Also,

the /h sound is often silent for the word them. This is particularly true in casual speech, but it
frequently occurs in formal speech as well. Study the examples below.

I love her

I knew her

stuff he knows

sounds like:

"I lover"

I "newer"

"stuffy nose"

l"7O MasterirTg the American Accent
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did he "didee"

has he "hazee"

Note: Always pronounce the first consonant of a pronoun when the pronoun is in the

beginning ofa sentence or a phrase.

Practice Dialogues

Remember that the h in he and, him is silent except when those words are at the beginning of
a sentence.

Q**sti*rcs about the New B*yfriend
Is he nice?

What's hls name?

What does he look like?

How old is he?

Where does he live?

What does he do?

How long have you known hirn?

Do you love him?

Where's his family from?

When can we meethim?

Did you tellhim we'd like tomeethim?

What did he say?

Response: He said thathe thinks my friends ask too many questions.

Dialogue 2
Now you will practice the silent ft of the pronoun her.

a. Do you know Laura Jones?

|11,||||laua116111131i461

Chapter 5ix i Word Stress 171

鯰ドロ蜃熙



b. Yes, Iknowher.

a. Howdoyouknowher?

b. I know her from school.

a. Have you seen her lately?

b. I just saw her a few days ago. I see her about twice a week. She has her dance class

next door to mine.

a. Next time you see her, tell her I want to talk to her.

All about Eggs

The th of the pronotn them is silent in these sentences.

a. I love eggs.

b. How do you cook them?

a. All sorts of ways. I boils them,I fry them,I scramble *hem, andl poachthem.

b. Do you just eat them for breakfast?

a. No, I have them for dinner too. I cut them up and put them in salads.

Strong Forms

When the function word is at the end of the sentence, or if it's used for emphasis, make sure

that you use the strong form of the word. Let's compare a few sentences with weak and

strong forms.

aludio 6.48

{D audio 6.49

weak form
reduced vowel

strong form
fullvowel

for lf:trl
l'm looking for you.

Who are you looking for?

to l*l
Would you like to go?

l'd love to.

at letl
He's of the bank.

Are you laughing with me or at me?

172 Mastering the American Accent



榊|||||‖1輔褥 |1拇 |||||||||||||||||ミ |||||1111111

回国爾闘■

丁hought Croups And Focus VVords

When sentences are longer, they are divided into "thought groups." Thought groups are

words that naturally belong together as a grammatical unit. We instinctively pause between

thought groups, although the pause is not as long as when there's a comma or a period.

Here is an cxample of a sentence that is divided into two different thought groups:

"I like bacon and eggs learly in the morning." It's natural to divide this sentence, and it
sounds better than if you would have said: "I like bacon and eggs early in the morning,"
without pausing.

Within each thought group there is always one word that gets the most stress. That stressed

word is called a "focus word." The focus word is the word that carries the key information of
the thought group. lt's usually the last content word within the thought group. For example, in
the example sentence above, eggs and morning are the focus words.

There is some variation between different speakers regarding how often to pause within a

longer sentence. Peoplc who speak quickly tend to pause less and their sentences have fewer
thought groups.
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Sentences for Practice

Practice stressing the focus words and pausing between the thought groups.

1. I want to talk to you / about something important.

2. lf you give me your email address, ./ I will send you the information.

3. Every time I stop by his office, / he's too busy to talk to me.

4. Iwonder how long / it willtake me / to learn to speak English like you.

5. What did you think of the new restauranl / that we went to last night?

6. He has been looking for a new job / for a long time now / but he just hasn't found
anything / that he really likes.

(*Email address" is a compound noun, so we stress the first word)

C⑤nversations for practice

∞
丁lelepho籟鬱《Eottve「 sa優③ns

Plracticc thcsc voiccnlail n■ cssagcs with corrcct word strcss.′
「
hc fbcus、vord of cach thought

group is in bold lcttcrs.Thc thought groups are dividcd by slashcs.

趾翻国国饉蠅卜渕轟顧

Phone Tag

Mary's Answering Machine: Hi, this is Mary. I am sorry / I missed your call. Please leave

a message I after the beep, and I'll call you back / as soon as I can.

Mike: Hi Mary, this is Mike. It's bccn a while / since we last spoke. I hope you're doing
well. I'm calling to see / if you'rc free tomorrow. I am going hiking i with some friends i
and I wanted to see / if you d like to join us. It would be great to see you. Give me a call / and

let me know / if you're available.

Mary: Hi Mike, this is Mary, returning your call. It was great to hear from you. Sorry that

we keep missing each othcr. Yeah,I'd love to go hiking with you. Let me know / what time
you're thinking of going.I'm looking forward to it. I should be home tonight I after seven,

so call me / and let me know / where we should meet.
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Note that individual spcaking style or somc circumstances can dctcrmine the number of
thought groups there are in a sentence. Thc following speech has fewer thought groups

becausc the speaker is a salcsman who needs to deliver his message quickly.

Good afternoon, Mr. Johnson. This is Bill Jones calling. I would like to tell you about the

new product / our company is selling. I believe / it will greatly benefit your organization.
We reccntly conducted a study / on how your customcr's needs are changing. We arc able to
help you run your business more efficiently /and at the same time, save you money. I think
that peoplc in your firm lwould be very intercsted in our services. I'd like to set up a time
to talk with you / about how our company can help you. I can assure you / that it will be

worth your while. When would bc a good time / for us to meet?

Contrastive Stress

Be nice to people / on your way ry/ because you might meet them / on the way down.

Wilson Mizner

We also stress words to bring out a special meaning or to clarify what we mean when there is

confusion. In this case, any word can be stressed, including a function word.

Practice Sentences

Each of the following sentences can be stressed in four different ways, depending on the

meaning that thc speaker wants to convey.

食.

2.

:may drive to

l may drive to

l rnay drive to

l「nay drive to

implied meaning:
."."but she does

I really don't.

But I think he's o nice person.

But I love the other guy.

implied meaning:
Not she.

Maybe, I'm not sure.

Not fly.

Not Boston.

New York.

New York.

New York.

New York.

(り aud‐i06:5161 卜
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I don't love him.

I don't love him.

I don't love him.

I don't love him.



Contrastive Stress for Clarifi cation
"What lies behind us and what lies before us are tiny matters compared to what lies within
zs." -Oliver Wendell Holmes

Notice how the stressed words emphasize a particular meaning or a need for clarification.

1. Do you need a ticket to Paris or from Paris?

2. Did you say inside or outside?

3. I want two pieces, not one.

4. lt's under the desk, not on the desk.

5. The government is of the people, by the people, and for the people.

Emphasizing Auxi lia ries

Notice the extra stress placed on the auxiliaries to clarify or strengthen a point. The
underlined word indicates extra stress.

1. a. You don't understand me.

b. I do understand you.

2. a. You didn't go, did you?

b. I did go.

3. a. It's hot isn't it?

b. It is hot.

4. a. You've never been here, have you?

b. I have been here.

町lRI皿皿Ⅲ皿
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ざ)ialogue for Prac'dce

卜壻akl爾g豪翁attP(》 1穐競Yttent

a.Hcll。,dentist's ofncc.

b.I'In calling/to lnakc an appointl■ ent/for a dental chcck― up.

a.I havc an opening/on′ruesday/at 5 pnl.

b.I'1l havc to work latc/on that day.I)o you have anything/on Friday B■ orning?

a.I don't have anything/on Friday nlorning,but I_do havc/Friday aftermoom.

b・ Hmm,lCt mC CheCk・ 1 lhi菫茎 I Can makC it・ YCS,I Can・ I ttLn make it.

a. Would you likc three o'clock or fou=0'Clock?

b. Flour o'clock sounds good.

ao willthis bc your n.st visit/t。 。ur of■ce?

b.:Nb,lt'1l bc lny second visit.
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lntonation
Intonation is the melody of language and is made up pitches that rise and fall. This rising

and falling melody is used to communicate our intentions and our emotions.

In spoken language, intonation replaces punctuation. It tells the listener whethcr wc are

finished talking or whether we have something more to say, whether we are asking a question

or making a statement. Intonation also gives information that words alone cannot give. It
can indicate anger, surprise, confusion, hesitation, sarcasm, interest or lack of interest. If
your speech has good intonation it will be more dynamic and more interesting to listen to.

鰤賤1lintt ltttonatlo%
Lower your voice at the end of the sentence to produce a 'falling intonation." This intonation

is used for a variety ofreasons:

Statements
Falling intonation is used in simple sentences that are not questions. For example:

1. My name is John

2. It's nice to meet you.

1
3. Have a nice day.

4.I'm going outside._

5. I'11be back in a minute.
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Falling intonation is also used when making questions if they contain question words such as

where, what, why, when, how, and who.

Sentences for Practice

1
1. What's his name?

1
Z.Why did you 

""i
\

3. Where are you going?

-\
4. What are you thinking about?

1
5. How are you doing?

1
6. When does it start?

\
7. Who told you?

IRIsing lntonat曇聰鑽

鏃:s:朧gl穐ξ◎胸8舗③勲 ‡s ttse醸 1醗
菫
ytts/騎 ⑬ qttes理 ⑬ns。 ''

Raisc the pitch ofyour voicc at thc cnd of a scntcncc to crcate``rising intonation.''IRising

intonation is uscd in``ycs/no qucstions.''For cxan■plc,``E)id you scc it?''is a``ycs/no''qucs¨

tion.It can bc answcrcd with cithcr a``ycs''or a``no.''(〕 onlparc that qucstiOn with this Onc:

``Whcn did you scc it?''this onc cannot bc answcrcd by a sin■
:plc``ycs''Or``110."
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Sentences for Practice
_ノ

1.Did he work ycstcrday?

_ノ

2.II)ocs hc knoⅥraboutit?

ンヽノ

3.Can you calll■c at ivc?

_ノ

4.Is it good?

_ノ

5.Is thd it?

_ノ

6.Excusc lllc?

_ノ

7.Rcally?

I don't get upset with myself if my accent isn't perfect. I know I
am making progress as long as I practice all the time. Don't be

too hard on yourself if are still making mistakes. Developing an

American accent is a process. It doesn't happen overnight.

Sabrina Stoll, Germany

Rising and Falling Intonation Practice -
Asking Questions
The follow questions pairs contain both rising and falling intonation, depending on whether

they contain a question word or if they are "ycs/no" questions. The first question of the pair

has rising intonation and the second has falling intonation.

胴辮隕扁謹

||つ ||||三壺■′
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Sentence pairs for practice

yes/no question

--/
1. Do you teach?

TJ

2. Did you see the movie?

3. Do you tnow tt atlfr
I

-J
4. Did you buy the car?

J
5. Do you work there?

questions word

1
What do you teach?

1
When did you see the movie?

1
How do you know that guy?

1
Where did you buy the car?

1
Why do you work there?

警暉檬鯰綺爾鱚薔鋏a骰 隆鐙心ゅnat機麒鑽
With "non-final intonation," the pitch riscs and falls within the sentence or word. This type of
intonation is used in various situations which are outlined below.

UninishcS・Thougれts

Non-final intonation is often used to indicate that you have not ended a thought. To indicate
that you have something more to say, raise your pitch at the end of the phrase. For example,
"When I saw him..." or "If I study hard..."

Sentence Pairtt for Practtc畿

Thc nrst scntcncc in cach ptt has fhlling intonttion which indicatcs that thc thought has cndcd.

1:｀hc sccond scntcncc contains rising intOnatiOn indicating thatthe thOught has nOt cndcd.
´`
 `                ンヽノ        ´` ヽ

1.I boughtthc book.         I bOughtthc b00k,but l didn't rcad it.
´`
、                   、ンノ           ´`

ヽ

2.I finished school.           Whcn I■ nishcd school,I Inovcd to Ncw lllork.
´
ヽ                  、ンノ      ´` ヽ

3.I'1l study hard.       Ifl study hard,I'1l gct an A・
~ヽ
        _ノ        ~ヽ

4.I'nl going insidc.           I'Π l gOing insidc,to gct sonlcthing to drink.

く).農轟dio■ 8‐
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回吻闘翻鶴

Non‐ina:intonation is ttsed with introductory

WOFdS。

Introductory、 vords indicatc that thc thought is not inishcd.

Sentences for Pracゴ ce
_ノ      

´
ヽ

1.As a lnatter of fact,I do know the answcr.

ンヽノ        ″` ヽ
2_As far as I'■ l conccrncd,you did grcat.

、ンノ          
´`
ヽ

3_Actually,it was prctty good.

、́ノ         
´`
ヽ

4.In iny opinion,it's too cxpensivc.

ンヽノ              
´`
ヽ

5.Ifyou don't Ⅱlind,I'd likc to closc thc windoヽ v.

、́ノ       
´`
ヽ

6.:By thc way,how did you know that?

判園曰鯰饉

VVords in a Series

Non-final intonation is used in words and phrases that are listed in a series. The voice rises at

the end of each item and falls with the flnal item.

Sentences for Practice
_ノ   _ノ  _ノ  ´ヽ

1.I likc fbotball,basketball,tcnnis and goll

、ンノ  _ノ   、ンノ    
~́、

2.I'In taking rnath,biology,Frcnch and history.

、ノノ      、_ノ      
~́｀
、

3.I lc:R work,carnc hoIIlc,and had dinncr.

、ンノ  、ノ′  ノヽ′   ´` ｀
4.I nced lnilk,applcs,cggs and sugar.

ンヽノ         ヽ́ノ         、ンノ        、_ノ
5.``I Icarned law so wcll,thc day l graduatcd l sucd thc collcgc,won thc case,and got n■ y

_ノ

tl■ition back.''′、′F'Ied Allcn
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Expressing Choices

Non-final intonation is used when giving a choice between two or more things.

_ノ   ´ヽ
1.Do you wantto cttin or ctt out?

_ノ   ~ヽ
2.Is your birthday in Ⅳ〔aКh orin April?

_ノ    ~ヽ
3.I:)o you speak Cantoncsc or R4andarin?

、ンノ     ´`ヽ
4.Is his narnc R4atthcw orゝ 江ichacl?

、́ノ       ´`ヽ
5.I)o you wantthc bluc onc orthc black onc?

VSttv鸞可曇駒g ttnto魔畿ti幌蛛
``wavcring intonation''is uscd fbr cxprcssing spccin.c elllotions or attitudcs.with this typc of

intonation,thc pitch changcs within、 vords.

Sonlc ofthc enlotions you can cxprcss with your intonation includc angcr,surprisc,sarcas■1,

hesitatio11,unccrtainty,disgust,fbar,an■ azcrncnt,and pity.

Lct's start with thc wordsツθν
`力`′
.Wc can say thcnl■ vc diffcrcnt ways dcpcnding On thc

cn■otion or intcntion.Listcn to thc audio to hcar thc intonation changcs.

RIeanlng

liヽou did?                   εγrJθγs

Ylou did?                 ッθrツ Sγζρr,sθグ

YOu did?          S′ ′g乃′ケグJSαppθ″″′θノ

Ylou did?                   αη
(g″ 1ノ

Ylou did.                    ′′αgrθθ″っθ″′
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Now say thc cxprcssion′乃α4′し,α ιθ′in thrcc diftrcnt ways,changing thc intonatioll cach tinlc.

Thanks a lot.              ″θr“.α′

Thank a lot.               νθ′ツカαppツ

Thanks a lot.             sα r`αs′た

Saying οたαツWith diffeК nt emotbns

Okay               ′θr″α′

Okay                ttι s,″″′θr夕′wJ〃 J″g

Okay!                ッιrツ θχθ,たグ

Okり!            ルタS′隠′θグα
“
グα″gη

Saying no with different emotions

No! angry

No? surprised

No... hesitant

No. sarcastic

Angry Friend

a. Did you do it?

b. No.

a. No?

b. No!

a. Why not?

b. I don't know.

a. You don't know?

b. I don't know.

a. Oh really?

b. Yeah, really.

curious

normal

very surprised

qngry

surprised

hesitant

angry

angry

sarcastic

angry or m at t er - of-fac t?

(D)audio 7.14
す一
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@
Losing weight
This dialogue has examples of all of the types of intonation that you have learned so far in
this chapter.

a. Rachel, is that you?

b. Hi Emily.

a. I didn't recognize you at flrst. Did you lose weight?

b. As a matter of fact, I lost twenty pounds.

a. Really? How did you do it?

b. Well, I stopped eating cake, ice cream, potato chips and candy bars, and I started eating
healthier foods like salads, fruit, nuts and vegetables.

a. Wow! I have to say, you look amazing.

b. Do you really think so?

a. Absolutely.
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颯●und Like a TI『蒟鵞

Native Speake閣
This chapter will share some final important information to help you to sound more likc a
true native speaker. You will learn the rules of how words are connected together so that your

speech flows better and sounds more natural and more fluent. You will also learn more about

which words to reduce and exactly how to reduce them. And you will learn the differences

between casual, relaxed speech and more formal, careful speech.

LINKING― CONNECTINC W(0)RDS FOR
SiVI()0丁Htth SPEECH FLOW

Many non-native speakers of English believe that they should pronounce each word

separately because they want to make sure that their speech is clear and easily understood.

This does help their speech sound clear, but it also creates speech that sounds a bit foreign

and a bit mechanical, almost like computer-generated speech.

Native speakers connect, or "link", words together if the words are part of the samc thought

group. They connect the last sound of one word to the first sound of the next word. Linking
creates the smooth, uninterrupted sounds that are they key to natural, fluent sounding speech.

If you're making the common error of dropping the endings of words by not pronouncing the

final consonant, the problem will automatically be solved when you apply the rules of linking
to your speech. Linking requires you to connect the final consonant with the next word, if it
begins with a vowel. This way, the final sound, which is always more difficult to pronounce,

now becomes the first sound of the word that follows it. For cxample, it's more difficult to
say "burng{ out" than to say "burn doubt."

Instead of saying "it's - a - cold - evening" with each word pronounced separately, say "it sa

col devening," and your speech will instantly sound more native-like and you are guaranteed

to pronounce the final consonants.
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RULES FOR LINKINC

量゙ 難‡nklng(3onsonen奄 驚の｀
「
轟ゝ亀♂e‡

Whcn a word cnds in a consonant and thc ncxt word bcgins with a vowcl,conncct thc:Anal

consonantto thc ncxt vowcl,nlaking it sound as ifthc sccond word starts with a consonant.

Sounds Like:                   Soullds I」 ike:

1.hold on     ``wholc I)on''      4.gct up latc     ``gct a platc''

2.I like it     ``I lic kit''         5.pickcd out      ``pick doubt''

3.dccp cnd   ``depcnd''         6.this guy       “thc sky"

M
Common Expressions

Fractice Sentences

Let's practice linking a final consonant of a word with the initial vowel of the following word
using some everyday phrases in sentences.
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1. Good evening. Have a good evening.

Hold on. Please hold on a minute

good idea That's a really good idea.

I likc it. I likc it a lot.

speak English Do you speak English

cup ofcoffee I'd like a cup of coffee.

7. Just a minute. I'l1be there in just a minute.

8. where are Where are you from?

9. there are There are a lot ofpeople here.

10. kind of I'm kind of hungry.

Linking with the article "an"

"Every child is an artist. The problem is how to remain an artist once he grows ttp." -
Pablo Picusso

Remember to link thc article "an" with the next word, which is always followed by a vowel

sound. (Keep in mind that you also need to apply this linking rule when the word starts with
a silent ft, as in the words "hour" and "honest.")

２

３

４

５

６

|‖}i驀1憾 ||||||‖ 1膊||1511151151111111
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翁貯actice Sentences

l. I ate an apple and an orange.

2.lhave an IPad and an lPhone

3. I made an offer to buy an amazing housc.

4. He has an American accent.

5. Give me an honest answer.

6. That's an interesting question.

7. That's an unbelievable story.

8. That's an unusual situation.

9. I live in an apartment.

10. I'll be therc in an hour,

Linking ing + Vowel
Pay special attention to how you link the ing ending of one word with the vowel
sound of the following word. Don't skip the /g/ sound. For example, when you link
"going" and "on," don't say "goin' on." Make sure you create a quick nasal"ng" lq/
sound by touching the back of your mouth with the back of your tongue.
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Practice Dialogues

l. a. What are you planning on doing tonight?

b. Nothing special. Just hanging out with some friends. Are you going out?

a. No, I think I'll be staying in and watchinga movie.

2. a.I'm shopping:round for a car.

b. Are you planning on buying a new car or a used car?

a. I'm thinking about getting a used car

3. a. Why did you hang_up on me?

b. I hung up because you were yelling at me.

4. a.I'm breaking up with my boyfriend.

b. You're kidding! Are you really doing it? Why?

a. Well, it's just not working_out between us.

b. But you've been dating him* a long time. I thought you were planning on

getting engaged.

a. We're not getting along any more. 'We've been arguing a lot.

b. How long has this been going on?

a_A、s long as l can ren■ en■be■

(*the h is often dropped in the pronoun " him")
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Practice Dialogues
Link the flnal consonant to the vowel sound of the following word

l. a. Can I come in?

b. Yes, comc on in. The door is open.

2.a.Should I Icavc it on?

b. No, turn it off.

3a.What tilnc is it?

b. It's already five o'clock.

4. a. Let's take a walk.

b. That's a good idea.

5,a.IIow faris it?

b. Four and a halfhours away.

6. a. This is my brother-in-law.

b. We've already met.
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憂重 世勒皿皿
2。 L:穐 king・
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a.T■7o Sanle Consonallts

、vhcn thc fil.al cons。 llant ofonc word is thc san.c as the nrst consonant oftllc fbllowing

wOrd,prOnOuncc thc consonant only oncc.Do not pausc bctwccn thc sounds,butjust

lcllgthcn thc sound a bit or say it wih a littlc bit n■ orc cncrgy.

匿xa資lplesi

1.ShC SpCatt SpttSh

2.turncd dowll

3.hc垣 ュaul

Sounds Like:

"She speak Spanish."

"turn down"

help all

Sounds Like:

4,wcll lit

5.black c江

6.t)rcigュ ュalnc

wcll it

black at

ねrcign aim

I@
Word Pairs for Practice

biggame

well lit

cal! Ilever

good day

thig Saturday

fal light

stop playing

To4q might

book glub

whal fime

Sentences for Practice
t. Both things are from me.

2. Stop playing and help Paul.

3. She's single and she's so happy

4" l'm married and I'm miserable.

5. lt was so nice to meet Tom.
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HELPFUL
PI

Study Wip
~FtteFe are two types of co醗

§◎nattts:

l. Stops - A stop sound is created by stopping the air flow with
cither our lips as in /p/ and lbl, the front of the tongue as in
Itl and ldl, or the back of the tongue as in /k/ and lgl.

2. Continuants - A continuant sound is often longer. The
air flow can continue as long as wc havc air in our lungs.

Common continuants includc: lsl, /zl lml,lll,lfl,lvl and l0l.

:@
Linking Two Consonants
In Chapter Three you learned the difference between stops and continuants.
Understanding how stops work in American English will help to connect words better.
When the stop sound is followed by another consonant, you must hold the stop
sound. In other words, don't release a puff of air after you create the sound with your
lips or tongue. Releasing the air will create an extra syllable. Instead, simply hold the
air pressure that is building up inside your mouth. Do this in the following two cases:

1. When the stop is at the end of the word and the next word begins with a consonant -
for example, instead of saying "helpls/ me" say "help me""

2. When the stop is in the middle of a word and the next letter is a consonant - for
example, when you say "lobster" make sure that you don't release the "b". Don't say,

"lob/e/ster". Hold the "b" and say "lobster." (Please note that the final stop at the end
of the sentence can either be held or released.)

Keep in mind that when a vowel sound follows the final stop, you simply need to
link the two sounds. You do not need to think about holding the consonant; linking
with the vowel naturally causes the consonant to be released. For example "stop it"
is linked and sounds like "stopit." But when you say "stop that" the final "p" must be

held because the word "that" begins with a consonant.

Linking continuants is much simpler. Just go from one consonant sound to another
without stopping the air flow. This usually happens automatically. For example, "likes
to" sounds like "like Stu," "it's top," sounds like "it stop" and "life and death" sounds

like "lie fan death."
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Word Pairs for Practice

Make sure that you hold the flnal consonant of the first word

up there

fried chicken

blog post

admit

hopefully

blog post

help me

good music

cook book

cupcake

grapefruit

cook book

drop down

great day

dark night

midterm

stepmother

dark night

baked beans

big deal

break time

Words for Practice

Make sure you hold the stop sound in the middle of the word.

@
Dialogues for Practice
1. a. How was the blg party?

b. We had a really good time.

2. a.Do you like pop musig?

b. I prefer hip hop musig.

3. a. Did you eat that cupcake?

b. Yes, I couldn'[ stop myself.

4. a. Should we stop?

b. No, I think we should keep going.

5. a. Why did the cab driver stop the car?

b. Because there was a stop sign.

6. a. Should we lock the door?

b. I think tha! would be good.

7. a.Didyou find the answer?

b. I'm looking it up right now.
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If one word ends with a vowcl and the next word begins with a vowcl, do not pause

between the words. For a smoother transition between the sounds and to ensure a complete

pronunciation of both of the vowcls, we insert and short /w/ sound after a front vowel and a

short /y/ sound after a back vowel.

Insert a very quick /w/ sound go out

How are you?

Iam

they are

Sounds like:

"go - wout"

"how ware you"

"I yam"

"they yare"

Insert a very quick /y/ sound

諷躙圏国■

Sentences for prac● ce for Linking nゾloweis

l.  I yatc out.             5.R4ay yl corne in?

2. Go *on. 6. So'awesome!

3. They ragree. 7. I'11 buy vi1.

4. I know Wit. 8. He Yate out.

狂)ialogues fott Prttcticc― Linkittg｀ lゞowel to nJlowel

1. a. Why Yare you so *upset?

2.  a■V/ho Wis hc?

Chapter E18ht i Sound Like a Truc Native Speaker 1,S
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b. He Yis the Yannouncer.

3. a. How *is the weather?

b. Go *outside and find out.

4.  I)o WI nccd to do Wit?

No, I Yalready did it.

Two Ways to Pronounce the
The article thehas /y/o pronunciations: l6sl rnd /0i/ (sounds like "thee").

When lfte is followed by a consonant sound, the final sound is /,r{ as infun. When it's
followed by a vowel sound, it is often pronounced as "thee". This is a natural result of
connecting the two vowel sounds.

examples:

l6il /6sl

thg earth thg world

thgapple thgbanana

Sentences for practice:
Each sentence includes the word the pronotnced in two different ways. Make sure that you

do not pause between the article the and the following word. Connect them as if they are one

word.

1.

2.

3.

4.

5.

6.

196

This is the end of the film.

The traffic is terrible in the afternoon.

The employees are at the meeting.

You're the only person who knows the truth

I don't have the answer to the question.

The award for the best actor went to him.

Mastering the American Accent
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hinking L√ovveis ttvithin a V辟◎貯d

When an individual word contains two vowel sounds, we also add a little "y" or "w" sound.

We don't say "die it" we say o'die" + "yet."

sounds like: sounds like:

client cli lyl ent cooperate co lwloperate

science sci /y/ ence experience experi lyl ence

serious seri /y/ ous diet di lyl et

quiet qti lyl xt furious furi /y/ ous

appreciate appreci lyl ate negotiate negoci lyl ate

museum muse /y/ um San Diego San Di ly/ ago

Practice Dialogues

The following dialogues and story will help you to practice linking. Remember to place the

most stress on the key word, usually a noun or a verb. For longer sentences place the most

stress on the focus word ofeach thought group.

Linking Consonant to lぽ lovve:Sound

l桑 ξtte‡Depart群
.磯

ettt Store

a.Can l hclp yoぜ

b. I'm looking for a pair of sunglasses.

a. The sunglasses are on the other side of the make up counter.

Chapter[lght l Sound Like a丁「じe Native Speaker 1,7
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b. Oh these are nice. Can I try them on?

a. The mirror is over here.

b. How much are these?

a. They're on sale for one hundred and eighty dollars.

b. That's a lot of money. I don't think I can afford that.

a. They'rc made in ltaly. The style is amazing. We're almost all sold out.

a. Do you have any that are cheaper?

b. No, I am afraid I don't. Is there anything else I can help you find?

a. As a matter of fact, yes. Help mc find a rich husband.
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Linking Consonant to Same Consonant
Notice how two same or similar consonants blend into one to link words more smoothly
The final stops are not released.

1. a. I believe Veronica speaks Spanish.

b. Of course she does. She's from Mcxico.

a. That makes sensc.

2. a. When's the big game?

b. Either this Saturday or this Sunday.

a. Do you think they'll lose?

b. I hope not.

3. a. Keep practicing.

b. You're right, I need to.

4.   aIYlou'11 lovc■ .

b. I suppose so.

5. a. It was a fun night but I need to go.

b. Let's stay a little longer.

a. You stay,I'll leave with them.

b.()K thcn,I'11 lcavc too.
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Practice Paragraph

This passage provides practice in linking vowel to vowel, consonant to vowel, and consonant

to consonant. The focus words are in bold letters. The thought groups are divided by a slash.

My American Accent
I've been practicing the American accent I for a while now. At first, / it was kind of hard
/ to keep track of all the rules and exceptions. I had no idea / there was so much to learn.
I've been practicing / with the audio materials. /It's somewhat easier / to pronounce

some of the sounds/ but it's difficult to know / how I sound to others. I think I'm getting

better. One of the hardest things for me / is to stress some syllables /and to reduce certain

others. When I ask my friends / how I sound, they all say / they hear a difference in my

speech. My boss said / that I am making progress I and,that I sound/ more and more like

a native speaker. My clients are not asking me / to repeat myself as much. It makes it all

worthwhile. I won't stop practicing.
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Stu鰺抒T:巾

When you watch an American film, try to watch it with clozc
captioning or subtitles in English. This is a very useful method
for developing better listening skills, using the right melody and

learning the common reductions of American speech. Play back

some scenes and repeat the actor's lines several times until you

can say them the same way.

Contractions
A "contraction" is a word that is made shorter when it is linked to the word that comes

before it. For example, "She is nice." is usually contracted to "She's nice." Contractions arc

a standard part of English speech and they're used even in vcry formal situations. Using
contractions is not considered sloppy or lazy speech. In fact, ifyou don't use contractions,
your speech will sound mechanical and foreign and might even give the impression that you

are not very fluent in English. For examplc, you will hear people say, "I'm huppy," rather

than "I am happy." If you do hear "I am happy" it's usually in response to an opposite

statement or question, such as "I don't think you're huppy." If the response is "I am happy!"
with stress on the word am, the mcaning is "l really am happy."

Another situation in which a contraction may not be used is when a speaker pauses in ordcr
to think of what to say next. For example: "I am...huppy."

Note: Do not use contractions in written language, unless the writing is very informal.

Chapter Eieht I Sound Like a True Native Speaker 201

瑕鰈珈⑮隕

Warning'CO■ m10● ||||IM‐111Sthke!

pOlitlpauS,W11筆 in■ |,意|=tgぉ中■||||||‐

ID16i´ tl s嵐ャ:IIこ lζ /at w'ork until clcvcn/0'clock`
|‐

  υ
           ‐ |‐ |||||||||||‐ ‐||||■| |||

S等:HC'S at WO求 /unti1 9111■ 0'C10Ck:|||||||‐ ■‐

嗣
舅
尚

.(参 audio 8126

|()|||=通きも,31127



叩理断躙卿

Commonly contracted words:
1. The Verb to "be"

I'm happy.

She's American.

2 Auxiliary Verbs

These include be, would, will, and, have.

He's working.

He'd like to go.

I'll call you.

I've been there.

3. The Wordnot

Not is contracted when it follows have, be, can, could, should,would, and must.

I haven't been there.

I can't do that.

Practice with Contractions: will

I will do it.

lヽou will likc it.

Hc will call you.
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Contraction

I'll do it.

11lou'1l likc it.

Ile'li call you.

|||:■)|||laudi61 8:21'

Warningi Common Mistak11

pllュ
it‐ 1・lakl●p yourlwn,co壼 rlllon、 |||IThl●●||、plollll111es‐‐

tha●●

=iVell115静

|||卜IISltlll■ わI CI董ICtingl"OFdS:lolvlll秦 |l thlll

lonos thallll‐予o1lcall111■、plakc:lsllll、″ andll■ lones tha,,ol覇■|
1ス■_^:^‐ Fk=■ |ス′、ハ1″ ||||||||||||||||||||||■ ||||■■|||||||||||||||||||||||||||||||||・ ||||||||‐

||||・ ||||||■ ||||・ |||||||| .|||■ ||||||||||■■■|||   | |■ |・ |||
11,10111■u,■ |■ |ヽlυυりヽ.  |||■|||    |‐

‐‐‐
||||||■ |‐

||■ |■■|| |||■ ||■||■||||||||||||||‐  |||‐  |||

爾
剰
炒



We will take it.

They will see.

It will rain.

It will be good.

That will be all.

There will be snow,

I would go.

I would like some more

He would go if he could.

She would understand.

We would like to see it.

I have been there.

I have already eaten

We havc heard.

They have done it.

I would have done it.

You should have told me.

You must have seen it.

Practice with Contractions: would

We'll take it.

They'll see.

It'Il rain.

It'll be good.

That'll be all.

There'll be snow,

Contraction

I'd go.

I'd like some more

He'd go if he could

She'd understand.

We'd like to sec it.

I've been there.

I've already eaten.

We've heard.

They've done it.

I would've done it.

You should've told me.

You must've seen it.

Praetice with Contractions: had
Notc that this contraction sounds the same as the contraction of would.

I had never seen it before. I'd never secn it before.

She had known about it. She'd known about it.

You had better flx it. You'd better fix it.

Practice with Contractions: have*
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*Note: Americans generally contract the verb have only if it functions as an auxiliary verb.

For example we say: "I've been" and "I've heard." Butif have is the main verb, we don't say,

"I've a car." We say, "I have a car."

Practice with Contractions: has

Practice with Contractions: is
Note that this contraction sounds the same as the contraction of has.

She has left.

It has been fun.

He has already eaten.

Who has seen the film?

He is working.

She is a teacher.

It is hot.

Sam is American.

Mary is tall.

Dinncr is ready.

We are waiting.

We are sorry.

They are coming.

They are there

What are thcy doing?

She's left.

It's been fun.

He's already eaten.

Who's seen the film?

He's working.

She's a teacher.

It's hot.

Sam's American.

Mary's tall.

Dinner's ready.

We're waiting.

We're sorry.

They're leaving.

They're there.

What're they doing?

Practice with Contractions: om

I am fine I'm fine.

I am from Japan. I'm from Japan.

Practice with Contractions: are

lll料 |||INI‖
「
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Whcn arc thcy corning?                      When're thcy cOrning?

Whcrc arc thcy going?                       Where're thcy gOing?

Practtce vtttい CoRtracttons:not

I cannot swim.

I should not go.

I do not like it.

How's it going?

What's up?

What're you doing?

What've you been up to?

What's the matter?

What'll it be?

That'llbe all.

It'lIbe hot.

It'lIbe good.

E)ialogues f⑮ r Pttacttce

麗pttployee趾縄ecは ng

It'll rain.

How've you been?

Where're you going?

Where's he from?

Where're they from?

I'd like that.

Who's calling?

What's new?

I'm fine.

I can't swim.

I shouldn't go.

I don't like it.

@
Practice with Contractions: Common Expressions
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Hi Tom. I've got a question. What time's our meeting?

It'll start at five.

Oh great. I'm glad I'll be able to make it. Who's coming?

Let's see... Bob'll be there, John'll be there and I'll be there, but Mary
won't make it. She's out of town.
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‐
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How about Nick?

He can't make it. He said he would've come if he'd known about it
earlier.

Is Vivian coming?

She said she'd like to make it, but she's got a lot of work to do.

It'll only last an hour, won't it?

Yes, we'd better keep it short. Everybody'll want to go home by six otlock.

Song Lyrics - Reading for Practice

'1A.fter You've Gone"

After you'vegone - and left me crying

After you've gone - there's no denying

You'll feel blue - vou're gonna be sad

You've missed the dearest pal that you ever had

There'll come a time - don't forget it

There'll come a time - when gl!! regret it

Some day when youlll grow lonely

Your heart will break like mine - vou'll want me only

After you've gone - after you've gone away

Writers : Creamer/Layton

C10NDIT10NAL TENSE AND CONTRACTIONS
The grammar of the conditional tense requires a lot of small words that you will need to learn

to contract. For example, the following sentence which is the conditional past unreal tense

contains thirteen short words: "If you had not called me I would not have known about it."

Saying each word separately obviously sounds unnatural and very foreign. Here's how an

American would say that: "If you hadn't called me, I wouldn've known about it." Instead of
"wouldn't have," we say, "woudn've." The t of the word not disappears. Or, in more casual

situations, the have of would not have sounds like a as in "woudna."

:|夕1催:螢1世|||1欄mlllょ IIIIIIIIII
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This grammar point is often difficult for some intcrmediatc students of English. It might also

be difflcult for some advanced speakcrs who havc learned English informally, just by speak-

ing it in the Unitcd Statcs, rathcr than through classroom study. Producing these condi- tional
sentences quickly and naturally, particularly in the past unreal tense is difficult for many

learners of English. If this is your case, make an extra effort to master this grammar point.

Repeating the sentcnces of the following exercises will help you memorizc the gram- matical
patterns. Practice them until you feel proficicnt using them.

@
Word Groups for Practice
Let's start learning to use contractions in the easier part of the conditional past, the "il'
clause.

sound like:

If I had been... If I'd been...

If I had not called... If I hadn't called....

If she had seen . . . If she'd seen. . .

If they had gone... If they'd gone....

Now let's practice the second half of the past conditional sentence. There are two versions of
this type ofcontraction: standard speech and casual speech.

sounds like: casual speech

would have would've woulda

would not have wouldn've wouldna

could have could've coulda

could not have couldn've couldna

should have should've shoulda

should not have shouldn've shouldna

Conditional Questions
With questions using have yott must add an /e/ sound betwecn the pronoun and the con-

traction. But for statements, don't do this. For cxample, a question like "Would you have been

|1勲|||111[|||||||1彗 ||||||||||11:
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there?" would sound like "Would yott'lelve been there?" However, a statement would sound

like: "You've been there."

Would you have...?

Would you have been...?

Would she have...?

Would she have wanted...?

sound like:

would yott' lelve...?

would yolu' lelve been...?

would she' /e/ve....?

Would she' /e/ve wanted...?

Sentences for Practice
These sentences are all in the past conditional tense.

1. lf I'd known it was your birthday, I would've gotten you a present.

2. lf you hadn't been driving so fast, you wouldn've gotten a ticket.

3. lf the weather'd been warmer, we would've gone to the park.

4. lf treU been more careful, he wouldn've had an accident.

5. I would've passed the test if_fg[ studied more.

5. Would yau'lelve done that, if you'd been in my shoes?

7. What would vou'lslve said if she'd asked you about it?

8, Where would you'lslve gone if you hadn't come to the US?

The sentences below are examples of casual speech and use a instead of 've for have.

1. lf it hada! rained we wouldna canceled the picnic.

2. lt woulda been more fun if there'd been more people at the party.

3. I woulda called you iryeql! given me your number.

4. lf they'd come on time, they wouldna missed the flight.

5. She wouldlna known if you hadn't told her.

|::」

'||||‐
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“
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Dialogue for Prac・ Htte

a. What would yolu' lelve done if you hadn't come to the United States?.

b. If I hadn't come to the US, I would've lived with my family,I wouldn'vc had to study
English. I wouldn've met my wife. I would've married someone else.

Speak with confidence. I have learned that your insecurity
will actually make your accent stronger. LVhen I go on acting
auditions, Ifirst do my homework and work on my major
mistakes, and then I let go of all that work and I just do it. I am
just myself. So, if you have an important interview or speaking
situation coming up, just relax and let your true self come out.

Don't be inhibited.

Mauricio Sanchez, Actor, Venezuela

塑瑯Я闊不

(Ciasual Versus Forrrla:Speech

Casual speech is used in an informal setting with friends and acquaintances. In casual

situations, we are sometimes less carcful with pronunciation and grammar. Remember, just

like with contractions, there are rules to casual speech. Don't assume that you can randomly
reduce any sounds that you feel like reducing. Doing this will only make your speech sound

morc foreign or more difficult to understand.

Casual speech has certain characteristics that distinguish it from formal speech. These arc

the main ones:

3.Sentettces are sho訂 驚@ne醸 機狗dg『 a群・織群
｀
独8『 is sir聡 歩|1桑 e懸

Do you want to go?

You'd better do it.

sounds like:

"'Wanna go?"

"You better do it."
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b.SpeakoFs曇『e less careful abottt pro爾◎uttci漁S eveFy

c③抑懲o識o騒 t。

"probably"

I don't know

remember

going

until

because

co Siang is群聡③『e ttccepta鬱 :e。

I need five dollars.

"I don't have any money"

sounds like:

"probly"

"I dunno"

"member"

o'goin"

o'ti1"

"crrz"

becomes:

"I need five bucks."

"I'm broke".

Rules and Patterns of Casual Speec轟

ucl。ぃ∫機re s醸‡γtte「懇les ③f the si酢 71pll角 慮議輔Φtts『醗atte‡穐 :Of⑬「 ζ磯議|

sttCe毯 鶉゙

||1 1す ormlIReiaxedSpeelⅢ  III

ya

l'll call ya

See ya

`cuz

l did iticuz l wanted to.

l'm tired 'cuz lworked all day.

I dunno.

I dunno why.

I dunno what to do.

lemme

Lemme do it

Lemme help you
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yOu

bOca●Se

I don't know

letlme



11111

‡|‐ 罐 Lemme talk to him.
|||||   ||||

|   ||||    |l     glve me     
‐‐    ‐||‐ 11111111111111111111111:||1饉 ||

gimme

`|    
●

Gimme a call
饉   構鷲   ・

‐,‐ ||||‐ ,、  贅: Gimme a breakl

ζ  滲   ・
一一一一一一一一麟
饉 Can you gimme a minute?

||    |||l        did you      ‐|| :||||||||||| J00

1111111111 Joo call me?
||||=||:`     贅11

1111111

艤

11=|=|■ ||■ ||===||||||■
==|11‐

||||111111=

||=:|=|:||.||=■ ■||・■||■ ||==■ ||1111‐ |||||||||111

:||=|11111111■ ||===||=|||||==:ヽ 1111111‖111:
VVhyjoo do it?

ミ||||1淵 |||ゞ Joo go out last night?

wanna?
購

Wanna go out?

Wanna dance?
一一一一一一一一饉
一

What do you wanna do?

gotta

lgotta go.

一一一一一一一一議
一

You gotta do it.
|‖ | shoulda, woulda, coulda, musta

You shoulda told me.
‐
|‐          c6uid,ve          

‐‐‐輻 It woulda been nice.

‐‐‐|‐  ぃlst'↓ご||||‐
‐‐

We coulda come,
‖|

.    :|||||‐     ‐‐
|11ヽ 1■

==|||=|=:
|||ど1蘇ミ111雨 1下:111翻議 蜆 You musta seen it.

‐|lhoillA't‐ A議さ
蟻
繭
議
』

shouldna, wouldna, couldna
|‐           ||lhOull口 't haVe   ‐|||||||||||||||||||‐  ‐ You shouldna done that.

‐
|||||‐
‐|||‐‐‐|||||ltouldn'th五鍵  ||||||||||||‐ || lwoundna known.

It couldna happened.

gonna

l'm gonna go.

It's gonna rain.

靡
:|1難 |||||||||||

.=      .=111111111111111

:|||111111111111 What are you gonna do?

wadda you
驚 Whadda you want?

.   .' 
‐
■  ~

艤 Whadda you doing?
.   鷲

VVhadda you think?

|||| lot of
1111‐‐ a lotta

鰺
.      .       :|‐ ||‐

鐵
一爾
鐵 That's a lotta money.

一一●
一
一
一
一

一一一一一一一一爾
一一一一

Ｎ
＝
い
卍 :||1日 |||||

鷲 一一一一一一一
l've got a lotta friends

鷺 ||‐‐  kind of  
‐    ‐

||||||||||‐

   ‐
kinda

|||| |      |||||    ||||||
|||||‐

‐ ―
‐
‐
|||||||| 

‐
                                        |   

‐
 |‐ | ‐1                              111111111
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||                                            
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                               | ||||| | 

‐

11111111111111111111111難

贅   _ ■

一
lt's kinda hot.
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What kinda caris that?

adda

Get adda here.

l'm adda money,

You're adda your mind

meaning: You're crazy

goddu

I go to work.

Let's go to a concert.

yeah/ yup.

Yeah. lt's good

Yup.l did it.

nope

Nope. l'm not going.

Nope. That's not right.

in'

What are you doin'?

Nothin'much

頸剛舅鰈碕

Pracゴ ce lDi農logues

量禽vita・ど19n t③ 8褥哺◎vic

a,Whadday you doin'tonight?

b.I dun■ o yct.I think I'mjust gonna stay homc.

ao Wanna go to alnovic?

b.I'Πl kinda tircd. I gotta gct up carly ton■ orrovv.

a.Joo go outlast night?

b■Yicah,I sihoud na gone to bcd so latc. I woulda had alot n■ orc cncrgy tOday.

a.Why don chajusttakc it easy thcn,and wc'1l go o■ somc othcrtimc.

b.OK,lcⅡIInc know whcn you'rc frcc again.Scc ya.
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卜望礁issctt Party

a.Why do you think John didn't cornc tO thc party?

b.IIc″ 2″ s′α forgottcn aboutit.

IIc cθ

“
J″lα becn sick.

HC″ な λ″ gOttCn imO an aCCidCnt.

IIc sЙθ″J″α cornc.It,ッθ
“
ι″lα bccn good to scc hiln.

Stayed Home
a. Mary had a bad cold yesterday, but she went to work anyway.

b. I woulda stayed home.

c. She shoulda stayed home. I wouldna gone to work either.

She coulda made everybody else sick.

熙綱1顧郵≡
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This chapter consists of words that are commonly mispronounced by non-native speakers.

Some of these pairs of words are spelled the same but pronounced differently. Others are

spelled differently but pronounced the same. Sometimes the same word exists in other

languages but it has a differcnt pronunciation. There is also a list of the most common words

with silent consonants and another one with disappearing syllables. Finally, there is list of
words that are universally hard to pronounce, even by some native speakers. But the goal

of an educated speaker of English is to always use language well and to pronounce words

clearly and correctly.

As you will see in this chapter, English is full of illogical spelling rules and exceptions.

Fortunately, if you make it a point to memorize the correct pronunciation of the commonly

used words that are in this chapter, you will certainly feel more confident about your accent.

Mlemo「 :E:疇g
t騰彎Exceptions

鱚魃魃 湧咆玲

獨鱚 膵彦揚

British Versus American Pronunciation
Somc common English words are pronounced differently in the U.S. and the U.K. This list

includes some of the most common pronunciation differences.

Ｆ
一ヽ
★
‐★ヽ

★

★
一　
☆
　
★
一
★
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American English British English

vitamin /'var.ta.mrn/ /'vrt.a.mrn/

advertisement /'a-.d.va.tarz.mant/ /ad'v::.trs.mant/

mobi:e /1moo.bЭ I/ /'mau.batl/

tomato /ta'mer.too/ /ta'mo:.tao/

garage /ga'ro3/ /'gar.a3/ or /'garft3/
prlvacy /'prat.ve.si/ /'pn.va.si/

prOcess /'proo.ses/ /'praa.ses/

leisure /11iI・33/ /ile3・ 0/

韮。九又「Φ『ds'wit勒 鍮i∬Q「en‡ Vowe‡ S◎嬢陶嬢s

2.鶉「赳瀧 'w:識 碧lfeFett Stmss P,競ε涸

American English British English

aduit /Э
:dAlt/

/〔aed.Alt/

!aboratory /'lab.ra.t::r.i/ /1Э
ibD■
Э.tri/

brochure /brOざ∫ぴヴ /'bre。 .∫0/

research /'ri:.sz;rt[/ /risz:t[/

6.《富:⑮ nsona籟鼈(3鶴 3角Ses

lRmerican English lsritlrtr English

schedule l/ steo3.u:t/ lt'pa.i"tt
fillet Ittitett l'r,r.,tr
herb l/2tu/ (sitent h) ltnz:at

COMMONEY CONFUSEDttVORDS
The following pairs of words are often mispronounced and end up sounding the same when
spoken by some non-native speakers.

Pronunciation Example

sell "e" is lel as in get Would you like to sell it?

sale "e" is let/ as in take Sorry, it's not for sale.

]|lφ llau唐3111111嵯≡|||||■ 11111111111111111
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series

serious

color

collar

costume

custom

been

bean

of

off

want

won't

dessert

desert

where

were

wonder

wander

warm

worm

woman

women

potty

party

two syllables

three syllables

"o" is lol as infun

"o" is lal as infather

ooo" is lal asinfather

"t' is lel as infun

"ee" is lll as in sit

"ee" is lil as in meet

f is a lvl sound

"o" is /0/ as in father

"t' is lal as in .father

"o" is /ou/ as in boat

second syllable stress

flrst syllable stress

"er" is/eorl as in care

"er" is lol as in bird

"o" is lel as infun

"t' is lal as infother

"or" is lxl as infor

"or" is lo-l as in bird

"o" is la/ as in good

"o" is lllas in sil

"t" is almost /d/

sounds like "pardy"
("fast d" sound)

I love that new TV series.

Are you serious? I hate it.

Do you like the color of this shirt?

Yes, but I want one with a collar.

Children wear costumes for Halloween.

Is that an American custom?

What have you been cooking?x

I've been cooking beans?

What are you thinking of?

I'm thinking of taking the day off.

Do you want to go?

No, I won't go.

I had dessert after dinner.

They drove through the desert.

Where did they go?

They were here a minute ago.

I wonder where they are.

They're probably wandering in the forest.

It's a warm day.

There's a worm in my apple.

She is a nice woman.

All of the women here are nice.

The little boy wants to go potty.

He's at the birthday party.
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Same Spelling, Different Pronunciation
Below are common words that are spelled the same but have diffcrent pronunciations and

differcnt meanings.

1. bass /bas/ - a kind of fish

/bets/ - a low voice or tone;
a musical instrument

We ate bass for dinner.

He's a talented bass player.

2.bow /boa/ - a weapon for shooting
arrows

/baa/ - to bend forward

The hunter carried a bow and arrow.

He smiled and took a bow.

3. desert /'dezert/ - dry land with little or no
vegetation

I will not desert my friends.

Camels can survive in the desert.

I will not desert my friends.

4. dove /dnv/ - a bird similar to a pigeon

/doav/ - past tense of dive

A white dove flew above us.

She dove into the pool.

5.lead /lid/ - to guide

/led/ - a type of metal

He will lead the group.

The pipes are made of lead.

6.live /h / - toexist
llav/ - happening in real time

They live in New York.

We watched a live concert.

7. minute /'mrntt/ - sixty seconds

/mar'nut/ - very small

Please wait a minute.

She noticed the minute details.

8.po‖ sh/
Polish

/'pol[/- to make something shiny

/'poahl/- from Poland; the
language of Poland

He will polish the shoes

Do you speak Polish?

9. read /rid/ - present tense

/red/ * past tense

I read a book every night.

He read the article yesterday.

10. refuse /rifiu:z/ - to deny or reject

/'refiu:s/ - trash or garbage

She will refuse the offer.

The workers collected the refuse.

11. resume /'rxza,met/ - a summary of work
experience

/rizu:m/ - to begin again after a
pause

He has an impressive resume.

Let's resume the meeting after
lunch.

72. row /roa/ - things arranged in a line

/raa/ - a noisy argument

We sat in the front row.

They had a row about money.

13.tear /tear/ - to rip
har/ - a drop from the eye

Be careful not to tear the paper.

A tear rolled down her cheek.

14.wind /wnd/ - to twist or turn You need to wind the clock.

15. wound /wu:nd/ - an injury

/waund/ - past tense of wind
The doctor cleaned the wound

lwound the old clock.
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Two Correct Pronunciations
Thcre are two acceptable ways of pronouncing the following words.

Changing Vowels
Some vowel sounds change when a word changes form. For example, the a in bath differs
from the a in bathe, and the i in decide is pronounced differently than in decision. Memorizc
the patterns of these common words.

豊。W臨e/壕鸞ノ驚り/Q量プ鍾熙轟鶴辟喩

either

neither

data

aunt

apricot

"ei" is lil as in meet

"ei" is latl as in time

"ei" is lil as in meet

"ei" is latl as in time

"d' is letl as in take

"t' is lael as infat

"t' is /ael asinfat

"t'is lo"lasin.father

"d' is letl as in take

"t'is laelasinfat

(more common in American English)

(British English)

(more common in American English)

(British English)

(more common)

(less common)

(more common)

(less common)

(more common)

(less common)

1.bath/baoO/
bathe/beia/

She took a bath.

She will bathe the baby.

2. state lsteft/
static /'stat.rk/

What is the state of the economy?

The image on the screen remained static.

3. nature l'neifu/
natural /'nat!.+.el/

I love being in nature.

ls that your natural hair color?

4. nation /'ne{an/
national /'na|an.el/

The President spoke to the nation.

They sang the national anthem.
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5. grateful /' greft.tal/
gratitude /' gr at.a.tu:d /

l'm grateful for your help.

She expressed her gratitude to everyone.

6. sane lsetn/
sanity /'san.a.til

He tried to remain sane during the crisis.

Don't let work stress affect your sanity.

2,Whe/a:/t③ /‡ /Cttattsc

S,Th駿 轟/to/s/Rhattge

1. mine lmatn/
mineral /'mtnz.el/

They found gold in the mine.

Salt is a common mineral.

2. sign lsatn/
signature /'stg.ne.tfu /

Please sign this document.

Please write your signature here.

3. cycle /'sat.kal/
cyclical /'srk.h.kal/

The seasons form a cycle.

The economy has cyclical changes.

4. type ltatp/
typical /'ttp.t.kal/

What type of music do you like?

It's typical for him to be late.

5. wild lwaid/
wilderness /'wrl.da.nas/

Don't feed the wild animals.

We went hiking in the wilderness.

6. precise lprtsats/
precision lpris6.an/

Please be precise with your measurements.

The surgeon worked with great precision.

7. divide ldivatd/
division /dt'vry.en/

We will divide the money equally.

The company has a new sales division.

8. decide ldisatd/
decision /dt'sry.an/

We need to decide soon.

We need to make a decision.

1. please /pli:z/
pleasant /'plez.ant/

It's impossible to please everyone.

It was a pleasant afternoon.

2. mean /mi:n/
meant lment/

I didn't mean to do it.

He meant what he said.

3.dea1/diI:/

dealt/dε it/

How did you dealwith the problem?

I dealt with it calmly.

4.read/rild/

ead/rε d/
I love to read books.

I read the book yesterday.

5.breathe/brilδ /
breath/br80/

Breathe slowly to relax.

Take a deep breath.
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6. recede lrisitd/
recession lrise[.en/

The floodwaters began to recede

The country is facing a recession.

7. equal/'i:.kwal/
equity /'ek.wr.ti/

Two plus two equals four.

The employees are treated with equity and respect.

8. meter /'mi'^.!a/
metric /'met.nk/

The pool is 50 meters long.

The metric system is used worldwide

9. compete /kam'pi:t/
competitive /kam'pet.r.tv/

Athletes compete for a medal.

I work in a competitive field.

1. consume /kan'su:m/
consumption /kan'srrmp.
[anl

I will try consume less sugar.

I will limit my consumption of sugar.

2. assume /a'su:m/
assumption /a'sam p.fan/

I assume you're coming to the meeting

That was a wrong assumption

3. reduce /rr'du:s/
reduction lridnk.[an/

We need to reduce our expenses.

The company announced a reduction in staff.

4. produce /pra'du:s/
productive /pra'dak.trv/

Farmers produce fresh vegetables.

She had a very productive day at work.

5. numerous /'nu:.ma.ras/
number /'nnm.b+/

There are numerous reasons to study English

Give me the exact number.

4.Ttte/uノ to/A/Change

靱辟颯rus Tv:th lprop鍮 @痣 馘y:機譲か懲畿s
Whcn pronouncing the following list of words, do not pronounce all of the syllables. Instead

of saying "choc-o-1ate," with three syllablcs, say "choc-late" with only two syllables. Instead

of "brocc-o-1i," most people say "brocc-Ii." In both of those words one of the middle vowels

disappears. Below is a list of the most common words that have a dropped syllable.

「||11'1ギ 1● ?‐10 1」
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1.actu餓 1ly

2.ねmナly

3.intercsting

4.practic爾 1ly

5.difi19rcnt

6.Cttholic

7.covttragc

8. every

9. interest

10. dieper

11. beverage

12. camera

13. comfertable

14. theory

15.faveritc

16.dian■ ond

17.basically

18.busincss

19.opera

20■cinpertturc

21.vcgetablc

@
Dialogues for Pnactice

l. a. What's your favorite vegetable?

b. I likc broccoli.

2. a. Is he Catholic?
b. Yes, he comes from a Catholic family.

3. a. Do you like my diamond ring?

b. It's really extraordinary.

4. a. Would you like some chocolate?

b. Yes, I'll take several pieces.

5. a. What arc you doing this evening?

b. I'm going to the opera.

6. a. Is the temperature OK for you?

b. Yes, it's quite comfortable here.

7. a. Do you need some aspirin?
b. Yes, desperately.

8. a. Do you agree with that theory?
b. I think it's an interesting theory.

9. a. Do you like that restaurant?
b. Ycs, they have many different beverages.

10. a. What is your preference?

b. Actually, I don't have a preference. I'm indifferent.

22.dcsperatc

23.averagc

24.brocceli

25.liberal

26.scveral

27.cvenlng

28. aspirin

29. generally

30. laboratory

31. pref*rence

32. extmordinary

33. chocolate
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静垂11藝:,1撃 ||||||||||」」111

蜃v。)『us hAttith silemt Mゃ tt喩『鰺
Thc chart bclow highlights nlany colnrnon words that havc a lctter that is■ ot pronounccd.

眩‡購魏竃眩

鰺‡‖喩朧‡G

indict muscle

懲辣卜朧ミξ勒

yacht

懲‡‡@鰺藍ポ

bornb debt limb thumb

CTUMb doubt numb tomb

c:imb dumb plumber

comb lamb subtle

adjective adjust handsome Wednesday

s‡薔畿礼も麟

align campalgn diaphragm resign

assign champagne foreign slgn

benign design re:gn

鰺輔畿醗灘写勒

bright nght light bought

ねugh night caught height

weigh drought high weight

s:量 e爾萱“鉤

ghost heir honest hour

5量量翁蛉ξ騰

knee knife know knot
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§暑§鬱礼孟ゞ

§量量はヵ鼈麟

calm folk psalm ta!k

chalk half salmon walk

could Lincoln should would

hymn autumn column

$‡‡蜻総避け

cupboard pneumlonla psalm

psychology psychic receipt

stte穐量s

aisle debris island

Arkansas ||linois

§[‡瑕咆竃警

鴛‡ミ喩動量警冷

asthma months *clothes*

*■lou will hcar solnc An■ ericans lightly prOnOuncc thc r力 sOund when saying thcsc

wol・ds b■ most just omit it.

5‡‡e濾竃聰響

answer sword toward

ballet Chevrolet mortgage gourmet

bouquet Christmas often debut

buffet fasten vvhistle soften

castle listen fi‖ et rapport
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貶olmlop鍋 o爾鸞s
Homophones are words with the same pronunciation but different spelling and

meaning.

Make sure that you pronounce the second (and sometimes third) word the same as the first
word even though the spelling is different.

l. air - err - heir (/eer/)

air: the invisible mixture of gases we breathe

err: to make a mistake

heir: a person legally entitled to inherit something

"I breathe in the fresh air."
"Everyone can err sometimes."

"The prince is the heir to the throne."

2. Adam - atom ('r,dem|

Adam: a male name

atom: the smallest unit of matter

"My friend's name is Adam."
"Everything is made up of tiny atoms."

3. aloud - allowed (e'laadl)

aloud: spoken so people can hear

allowed: permitted

"She read the story aloud."

"You're not allowed to park here."

4. altar - alter ('c:lterl)

a,ltarz areligious table used in worship

alter: to change something

"The priest stood at the altar."
"I need to alter my dress."

5. ant - aunt (la;ntl)

ant: a small insect

aunt: the sister of your mother or father

"There are a lot of ants in the kitchen."

"My aunt is visiting us."
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6. ate - eight (/ertl)

ate: past tense ofcat
eight: the number 8

"Shc ate all the cookies."

"I'll meet you at eight o'clock."

7. band - banned (bnndl)

trand: a musical group

banned: not permitted

"The rock band is playing tonight."

"Smoking is banned in this building."

8. bare - bear (bxarl)

bare: not covered

bear: a large animal
"Don't go outside with bare feet."

"I saw a bear in the forest."

9. berry - bury ('bxril)

berry: a small fruit
bury: to cover with earth

"The berry is sweet."

"Did the dog bury the bone?"

10. base - bass (/bers/)

base: the bottom or foundation

bass: a low-pitched sound

"The lamp has a metal base."

"I like the bass in this song."

11. be - bee (/bi:/)

be: to exist

bee: an insect that makes honey

"I want to be a doctor."

'A bee buzzed around the garden."

12.beat - beet (bitl)
beat: to hit or to win against

beet: a red vegetable

"He beat me at tennis."

"I made a beet salad."
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13. billed - build (bildl)

billed: charged for something

build: to construct

"The hotel billed us for two nights."

"We will build a new house."

14. blew - blue (blu:/)

blew: past tense of blow

blue: a color
"She blew out the candles."

"She wore a blue dress."

15. boar - bore Qbc'.rl)

boar: a wild pig

bore: to make someone feel uninterested

"We saw a wild boar in the forest."

"Did the long speech bore you?"

16. board - bored (bt:rdl)

board: aflat surface orpiece ofwood
bored: feeling uninterested

"He nailed the board to the wall."
"I felt bored during the long lecture."

17. brake - break (brerk/)

brake: a device for making a car go more slowly or stop

break: to separate or shatter

"He pressed the car brake."
"Don't break that glass!"

18. buy - by - bye (/bal)

buy: to purchase

by: near or next to

bye: short for goodbye

"She will buy a new dress."

"The chair is by the window."
"Say bye before you leave."
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19. caller - collar (/'kclar/)

caller: someone who makes a phone call or visits
collar: part ofa shirt around the neck

"The caller left a message."

"My shirt has a blue collar."

20. cell - setl (/sel/)

cell: a small room in a prison or biological structure

sell: to exchange for money

'A prison cell is very small."

"The human body has millions of cells."

"I plan to sell my car."

21. cereal - serial (/'srricl/)

cereal: a breakfast food made from grains

serial: something happening in a series

"I eat cereal for breakfast."

"The detective solved the serial crimes."

22. cent - sent - scent (/ssnt/)

cent: a unit of money; l/l0Oth of a dollar

sent: past tense of send

scent: a smell

'A penny is one cent."

"I sent the email yesterday."

"The scent of flowers filled the air."

23. chili - chilly - Chile (l'tilil)

chili: a spicy pepper

chilly: cold

Chile: a country in South America

"We added chili to the soup."

"It's a chilly morning today."

"Chile is in South America."

24. cite - site - sight (/sart/)

cite: to quote or reference

site: a location or place

sight: vision or something seen

"Remember to cite your sources in the essay."

"I drove by a construction site."

"The sunsct is a beautiful sight."
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25. close - clothes (kloazl\

close: opposite of to open

clothes: garments you wear (some people pronounce a slight th: /kloodz/)

"Please close the window.

"I packed my clothes for the trip."

26. complement - compliment (/'komplrmsnt/)

complement: something that completes or goes well with something

compliment: praise

"The wine is a perfect complement to the meal."

"She gave me a compliment on my dress."

27. core-corps (kc:rl)

core: the central part

corps: a group of people, especially in the military
"The earth's core is very hot."

"He joined the Marine corps after college."

28. course - coarse (/kc:rs/)

course: a class

coarse: rough in texture

"I took an English course."

"I'm taking a math course."

"The sand on this beach is coarse."

29. dear - deer (/drer/)

dear: loved or cherished

deer: a wild animal

"He is a dear friend."

"We saw a deer in the woods."

30. die - dye (dat/)

die: to stop living
dye: to color

"The plant will die without water."

"She wants to dye her hair blonde."
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31. do - due - dew (/du:/)

do: to perform an action

due: expccted at a certain time

dew: moisture on surfaces in the morning

"What will you do today?"

"The rent is due on the first of the month."

"There is dew on the grass in the morning."

32. fairy - ferry ('f".ril)

fairy: amagical creature that looks like a small person

ferry: a boat that carries people or vehicles

"The story was about a fairy in the forest."

"'We took the ferry across the river."

33. finish - Finnish (/'frnr/)

finish: to complete

Finnish: relating to the country Finland or its language

"Did you finish your homework?"

"Finnish is spoken in Finland."

34. feudal - futile (/'fiu:del/)

feudal: relating to the Middle Age system of lords and vassals

futile: useless

"The castle was built during the feudal era."

'Arguing about it is futile."

35. find - fined (fatndl)

find: to discover

fined: penalized with money

"I hope to flnd my lost keys."

"He was fined for parking in the wrong place."

36. flea - flee (/fli:/)

flea: a small insect

flee: to run away

"My dog has a flea problem."

"They had to flee the city during the war."
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37. flew - flu (/flu:/)

flew: past tense of fly
flu: influenza, a sickness
.We flew to New York."

"She caught the flu last week."

38. flower - flour ('flaaerl)

flower: the bloom of a plant

flour: powder from grain used for baking

"That's a beautiful flower."

"'We need flour to make bread."

39. for - four (fcrl)
for: a preposition to indicate purpose or direction

four: the number 4

"What are you waiting for?"
"My car has four doors."

40. Greece - grease (/gri:s/)

Greece: a country in Europe

grease: oily substance

"We traveled to Greece."

"I got grease on my shirt."

41. guest - guessed (gsst/)

guest: someone invited to visit or attend

guessed: formed an opinion without knowing for sure

"We have a guest for dinner."

"She guessed the answer correctly."

42. gym - Jim (/dgm/)

gym: a place to exercise

Jim: a male name

"He goes to the gym every day."

'1lim is my neighbor."

43. hair - hare (hterl)

hair: strands growing from the skin

hare: a fast animal similar to a rabbit

"She cut her hair yesterday."

'A hare ran across the field."
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44. heal- heel (hi:11)

heal: to recover

heel: the back part ofthe foot or shoe

"Thc cut will heal soon."

"The heel of my shoe broke."

45. hear - here (hterl)

hear: to perceive sound

here: in this place

"I can hear the music."

"Please stand here."

46. heard - herd (/h::rdl)

heard: the past tense ofhear
herd: a group of animals

"I heard the noise."

'A herd of cows crossed the road."

47. hi- high (hatl)

hi: a greeting

high: elevated or tall
"She said hi."
"The kite flew very high."

48. hire - higher (harcrl)

hire: to employ

higher: more elevated

"They plan to hire new staff."
"The prices are higher this year."

49. him - hymn (tuml)

him: objective pronoun for a male

hymn: a religious song

"I spoke to him."
"The choir sang a beautiful hymn."

50. hole - whole (/houl/)

hole: an opening in something

whole: complete or entire

"There's a hole in my shoe."

"I ate the whole pizza."
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51. I-eye(atl)

I: pronoun referring to oneself

eye: the organ for seeing

"I am a student."

"My eye hurts."

52. I'll - isle - aisle (/arll)

I'll: contraction of "I will"
isle: small island

aisle: a passage between rows

"I'll see you later."

"The boat stopped near the isle."

"I prefer an aisle seat in the airplane."

53. in - inn (/rnl)

in: inside

inn: a small hotel or lodging

"Put the keys in the drawer."

"They stayed at a cozy inn."

54. know - no (/no<-rl)

know: to have knowledge

no: opposite of yes

"I know the answer."

"He said no."

55. leak - leek (/li:k/)

leak: an unintended hole letting liquid or gas escape

leek: a vegetable

"There is a leak in the roof."

"She cooked soup with a leek."

56. lead - ted (/li:d/ - lledl)

lead: a soft, gray metal

led: past tense of lead

"The old pipes are made of lead."

"He led the company for 30 years."
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57. lessen - lesson (/'lesan/)

lessen: to reduce

lesson: a unit of teaching

"This mcdicine will lessen the pain."

"We learned a new lesson in class."

58. maid - made (/merd/)

maid: a fcmale domestic worker
made: past tense of make

"The maid cleaned the house."

"She made a cake for the party."

59. mail - male (/merl/)

mail: letters or packages sent

male: a man or boy

"The mail arrived this morning."
"I have a male cat."

60. meat - meet (/mi:t/)

meat: animal flesh used as food

meet: to encounter or come together

"Vegetarians don't eat meat."

"Let's meet after work."

61. metal - medal ('metell)

metal: a solid material like iron or gold

medal: an award

"The statue is made of metal."
"She won a medal in the Olympics."

62. minor - miner ('matnarl)

minor: small; or someone underage

miner: a person who works in a mine

"You made a minor error."

"You can't buy alcohol if you're a minor."
"The miner went underground to work."

63. morning - mourning (/'mc:rnrq/)

morning: the early part of the day

mourning: great sadness because someone has died
"I woke up early this morning."
"They are mourning the loss of their grandmother."
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64. new - knew (n}u:l)

new: recently made or obtained

knew: past tense of know

"I bought a new car."

"She knew the answer."

65. night - knight (nail)

night: the dark part of the day

knight: a medieval warrior

"It gets cold at night."
"The knight wore shining armor."

66. nose - knows (nouzl)

nose: the organ for smelling

knows: is aware of
"My nose is itchy."

'oHe knows the rules."

67. not- knot (rnt/)

not: negation

knot: a tied loop

"I am not going to the party."

"He tied a knot in the rope."

68. nun - none (/n,rn/)

nun: a woman in a religious order

none: not any

"The nun is praying in a church."

"I have none left."

69. oh - owe (/ou/)

oh: an exclamation; an interjection

owe: to be in debt

"Oh, I forgot!"
"I owe you ten dollars."

70. one - won (/wr.n/)

one: thc number I

won: past tense of win
"I have only one apple."

'oHe won the game yesterday."
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71. our - hour (aaer|

our: belonging to us

hour: 60 minutes

"This is our house."

"I waited for an hour."

72. pail- pale (peill)

pail: a bucket

pale: light in color

"I filled the pail with water."

"His face looked pale."

73. pair - pare - pear (pxer/)

pair: two things that go together

pare: to cut off the outer layer of something

pear: a fruit
"I bought a pair of shoes."

"She will pare the apples for the pie."

"Would like an apple or apear?"

74. past - passed (/po:st/)

past: previous time

passed: moved by; past tense of pass

"It happened in the past."

"He passed the exam."

75. peace - piece (/pi:s/)

peace: freedom from conflict
piece: a portion of something

"We want peace in the world."
"I'd like a piece of cake."

76. pray - prey (pretl)

pray: to speak to God

prey: an animal hunted by another animal

"They pray every morning."
"The lion chased its prey."
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77. principle - principal ('pnnsepel/)

principle: a fundamental truth or rule

principal: head ofa school

"Honesty is an important principle."
"The principal spoke to the students."

78. profit - prophet (/'profit/)

profit: financial gain

prophet: a person who predicts or speaks for God

"The company made alatge profit."
"The prophet warned the people about danger."

79. rain - rein - reign (retnl)

rain: water falling from the sky

rein: a strap to control a horse

reign: period of time when someone is king or queen

"The rain ruined our picnic."

"He pulled the rein to stop the horse."

"The king's reign lasted 50 years."

80. red - read (rdl)
red: a color

read: the past tense ofthe verb "to read"

"I bought a red dress."

"I read your email yesterday."

81. right - write (rattl)

right: correct; also direction opposite ofleft
write: to form letters or words

"You gave the right answer."

"Please write your name here."

82. ring - wring (rq/)

ring: a piece ofjewelry for your finger; also a sound of a bell

wring: to twist wet cloth to remove liquid

"She is wearing a diamond ring."
"Please wring the water from the towel."
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83. road - rode - rowed (/rood/)

road: a path for vehicles

rode: past tense ofride
rowed: past tense of row; to make a boat move using oars

"The car is on the road."

"He rode his bike to school."

"They rowed the boat across the lake."

84. roll - role (/rocrl/)

roll: to turn over; also a small bread

role: a character played by an actor

"I will roll the rug."
"He got a small role in the movie."

85. root - route (ru:tl)

root: underground part of a plant

route: a path or course

"The tree's root grew under the sidewalk."

"This is the fastest route to the airport."

86. sail - sale (/serl/)

sail: to travel on water

sale: a discounted price

"They will sail around the world."

"The store is having a sale."

87. sea - see (/si:/)

sea: a large body of saltwater

see: to perceive with eyes

"The sea is very calm today."

"I can see the stars."

88. seam - seem (/si:m/)

seam: where two pieces of fabric are joined

seem: to appoar

"My shirt tore at the seam."

"You seem huppy today."
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89. seas - sees - seize (si:zl)

seas: large bodies of saltwater

sees: perceives with eyes

seize: to take hold of
"Sailors travel across the seas."

"She sees the bird in the tree."

"The police will seize the stolen car."

90. seen - scene (si:n/)

seen: past participle of see

scene: a part of a play or movie; also a view
"I have seen that movie before."

"The movie has a funny scene."

91. seller - cellar ('seler/)

seller: someone who sells

cellar: a room under the house for storing things

"The seller gave me a discount."

"They keep wine in the cellar."

92. side - sighed (/sard/)

side: part or position

sighed: past tense ofsigh; to breathe out expressing sadness or tiredness

"Please stand on my side."

"She sighed after hearing the bad news."

93. so - sow - sew (/soo/)

so: therefore; also very

sow: to plant seeds

sew: to make or repair clothes with a needle and thread

"I'm so happy."

"Farmers sow seeds in the spring."

"She can sew her own clothes."

94. sole - soul (/sool/)

sole: bottom ofa foot or shoe

soul: the spirit or essence ofa person

"The sole of my shoe is worn out."

"That music touches my soul."
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95. some - sum (/s,rm/)

some: an unspecified amount

sum: the total amount

"She has some money left."

'oThe sum of 2 plus 2 is 4."

96. son - sun (/s,rn/)

son: a male child
sun: a star around which planets move

"I have a son and a daughter."

"The sun is shining brightly."

97. stare - stair (/stsar/)

stare: to look fixedly

stair: a step

"Don't stare at people."

"Be careful on the last stair."

98. steal - steel (/sti:l/)

steal: to take without permission

steel: a strong metal

"He tried to steal my money."

"The bridge is made of steel."

99. sweet - suite (/swi:t/)

sweet: sugary or pleasant

suite: a set of rooms in a hotel

"The cake tastes very sweet."

"We booked a suite with a view."

100. tail - tale (tetll)

tail: the rear part of an animal

tale: a story

"The dog wagged its tail."
"He told a funny tale."

101. tie -Thai (tatl)

tie: to fasten; also, a neck accessory

Thai: relating to Thailand

"Please tie your shoelaces."

"He's wearing a suit and a tie."
"She loves Thai food."
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102. there - their - they're (6terl)

there: in that place

their: belonging to them

they're: contraction ofthey are

"The book is over there."

"Their house is very big."

"They're going to the party."

103. to - too - two (/tu:/)

to: a preposition indicating direction

too: also or excessively

two: the number 2

"I'm going to the store."

"I want to go too."

"It's too hot in here."

"I have two cats."

104. tow - toe (/tou/)

tow: to pull a vehicle

toe: a part ofthe foot
"The truck will tow the car parked illegally."

"I hurt my big toe while running."

105. wait - weight (wefil)

wait: to stay somewhere until something happens

weight: how heavy something is

"I will wait for you."

"He's trying to lose weight."

106. week - weak (/wi:k/)

week: seven days

weak: not strong

"There are seven days in a week."

"He felt weak after the illness."

107. weather - whether (/'weder/)

weather: the temperature and other climate conditions

whether: expressing a choice

"The weather is sunny today."

"I don't know whether I should go or stay."
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108. wheel - we'll (/wi:l/)

wheel: a circular object that turns

we'll: contraction of we will
"The car has a flat wheel."

"'We'll meet you at the cafe."

109. which - witch (wfi!)

which: asking to choose

witch: a woman believed to have magical powers

"Which color do you prefer?"

"She dressed as a witch for Halloween."

110. wood - would (/wud/)

wood: material from trees

would: expresses conditional

"The table is made of wood."

"I would go if I had time."

111. wore - war (wc:rl)

wore: past tense of wear

war: armed conflict; fighting between countries

"She wore a red dress."

"Soldiers fought in a war."

112. worn - warn (/wc:rnl)

worn: past participle of wear, also, damaged or used

warn: to give caution

"I have worn this suit twice."

"His old shoes are badly worn."
"The signs warn people of danger."
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覺襦颯骰心釉綺鶯芍褪寵勒鯰辟

Lisa Mojsin is the founder and director of Accurate

English, an accent-training center based in Los

Angeles. For nearly three decadcs, she has specialized

in helping non-native speakers develop clear, natural-
sounding American English. Her clients have included

corporate professionals, cxecutives, healthcare

providers, actors, and students from around the world
who want to communicate with greater confidence,

clarity and accuracy.

Lisa is widely known for her structured, practical

approach to pronunciation training. Her teaching
methods are used internationally by learners and

English as a Foreign Language instructors seeking
effective, results-oriented accent instruction.

More than three million learners worldwide follow her instructional content across social
media. Her YouTube channel, Accurate English, offers ongoing instruction for non-native
professionals who want to fine-tune their English and communicate at an advanced level with
precision and confi.dence.

Through her courses, coaching programs, and educational materials, Lisa has helped

thousands of individuals strengthen their fluency and professional communication skills. Her

mission is to help speakers express themselves so effectively that their ideas, abilities, and

personality can be fully understood and appreciated.

Learn morc at AccurateEnglish.com
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THIRD ED!TION

Mastering the American Accent
Lisa Moisin

Master the sounds, rhythm, and melody of American English.

Mosteringthe American Accent is a comprehensive guide for non-native speakers who
want to communicate clearly and confidently. Used by professionals, students, and
instructors worldwide, this trusted resource provides step-by-step instruction and
practical exercises to help you improve pronunciation, clarity, and fluency.

This third edition includes expanded practice, updated explanations, and integrated
Fluency Boost lessons featuring common everyday expressions used by native
speakers.

lncludes free online audio recordings for every exercise.

Whether you are preparing for professional advancement, academic success, or
greater confidence in everyday communication, this book gives you the tools to be
understood the first time you speak.

|

Lisa Mojsin is the founder of Accurate English, an accent-
training center based in Los Angeles. For nearly three
decades, she has helped professionals, executives, and
actors develop clear, natural-sounding American English.

| Her instructional videos and training programs are used by
learners and instructors worldwide.
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